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City of Carbondale, Illinois

Join the fun at SIU’s 47th Great Cardboard
Boat Regatta on April 23

www.explorecarbondale.com

Career Expo Planned for May 3 to Focus on
Union Trade Opportunities

By Christi Mathis

Will the cardboard watercraft navigate the
course to the finish line across the lake or
will it sink, perhaps in dramatic fashion?
There’s only one way to find out and that’s
by attending the 47th Great Cardboard
Boat Regatta at Southern Illinois University
Carbondale on April 23.
After a two-year hiatus, the ever-popular
tradition returns to Campus Lake with races starting at 1 p.m., and everyone is welcome to enjoy the fun, either as a participant or a spectator. The contest is open to
all ages.
Decades of splashes: The regatta is a
family friendly event and has been a tra-

Carbondale City Council
Meeting Schedule
April 2022
April 12 at 6 p.m.
April 26 at 6 p.m.
*These meetings will be held remotely and
live streamed to Facebook. They will also be
uploaded to the City’s website,
explorecarbondale.com
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dition on the SIU campus for decades.
Food will also be available on the
grounds. Sidney and Solomon’s Catering
food truck will be near the registration
tent this year.
The first boat challenge on campus was
in 1962, but the annual regatta began as
a final exam project in 1974 for the late
Richard Archer’s freshman dimensional
design class. The goal was to create a
cardboard boat to traverse a 200-yard
course, and 40% of the boats sank. But a
tradition had begun, and it became an
annual event… (Continued on Page 2)

The City of Carbondale, Carbondale NAACP, and Egyptian
Building Trades have partnered together to host a Career
Expo at the Carbondale Civic Center on Tuesday, May 3,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
The Career Expo will provide job seekers or anyone interested in pursuing a trades career the opportunity to explore
various local union opportunities. These opportunities
range from Electricians, Laborers, Plumbers and Pipefitters,
Iron Workers, Roofers, and more!
“The training is free and the jobs provide high wages, health
insurance, and pension benefits. There are few places
where people can learn a craft without being strapped with
thousands of dollars of student debt. (Continued on Page 2)

(Continued from Page 1) that by 1976 anyone could
enter. Soon, other universities were invited to submit
entries as well.
In no time at all, SIU’s Great Cardboard Boat Regatta had
become a worldwide phenomenon, replicated around
the world and viewed by at least a half-million people.
For many years, the late Larry “Skip” Briggs and W. Larry
Busch, both emeritus professors from SIU’s School of Art
and Design, coordinated the race. In 2010, Alpha Chi
Sigma, the campus professional chemistry fraternity, and
Mary Kinsel, faculty adviser, stepped in to keep the
tradition going.
With the exception of 2016 and 2017 when the races
were moved to Cedar Lake due to the refurbishment of
Campus Lake, and the cancellation in 2020 and 2021 due
to the COVID-19 pandemic, the event has been held
every year since 1974 on SIU’s Campus Lake. Enjoy
an online retrospective of the regatta featuring a video
and photos.
There will also be 2022 T-shirts available for purchase at
the event for $10 along with some vintage T-shirts from
previous regattas for $5.
For more information, visit the Great Cardboard Boat
Regatta Facebook page or the registration website,
contact Kinsel at cardboardboatregatta@siu.edu or 618453-6428.

By: Niki Hoesman,
Superintendent of
Recreation

Carbondale Park District would like to thank all of our participants in the Junior
Dawgs Program this winter. We had a wonderful time instilling a love of basketball in
our community’s youth. We are equally as excited for our spring programs to being.
Be on the look out for our popular Nature Buddies program where we hike with you
and your little ones. We will begin football, soccer, and archery skills clinics in the
April and May. Our outdoor fitness classes are back at the Hickory Ridge Public Golf
Course each Tuesday and Thursday morning. Give us a call at 618.549.4222 to learn
more about all of the ways to stay active and be social.
As we look ahead to the summer months, we are thankful to be able to bring day
camps, outdoor movies, sports programs, and other special events to you! Follow us
on Facebook or visit our website at cpkd.org to stay up-to-date on all the fun!
(Job Fair—Cont. from Page 1) And best of all, you can earn while you learn with on-the-job
training. We are excited to have this opportunity to showcase what union construction
trades can offer,” said Tate Wright, Business Representative for Local 702, IBEW.
“Union membership in the building trades can provide you with a career path that offers
high-paying jobs, ongoing training, and great benefits. If you’re looking for an exciting career
where you’ll work on a wide range of projects, please take this opportunity to learn more
about what our local unions can offer,” said Carbondale City Manager Gary Williams.
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Recognizing the Success of Carbondale’s Human
Resources Department

Glorious Galas to Cozy Gatherings

Your event can come to life.
Whatever the occasion, we have the space you need
Offering the latest state-of-the-art services, allowing you to
conduct successful and efficient meetings, along with
eloquent and beautiful receptions.

(L to R, Sharonda Cawthon, Tara Brown, Courtney Beverley)

April brought several exciting changes to the City of Carbondale's Human Resources Department! The HR department has been restructured to make operational processes more efficient and personalized to best serve the City's employees. Tara Brown was promoted to Director of Human Resources, effective April 1, 2022. In addition, Sharonda Cawthon has been
promoted to Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Coordinator, and Courtney Beverly has taken
on a new role as Payroll and Onboarding Specialist.
Tara Brown has been an asset to the City since she began as the Human Resources Manager in January 2017. She brought a vast knowledge of human resource management skills
after spending 15 years with the Salvation Army overseeing employees in Alabama, Louisiana, and Mississippi. Prior to that, she worked for the Houston Independent School District,
City of Houston, and Leuby's Fuddruckers in various HR management roles. Tara has a Master's Degree in Human Resources and says working in HR has made for a rewarding career.
It allows her to show compassion to people in challenging circumstances while working together to find the most promising path forward for the individual and organization.
Through the COVID pandemic, Tara and her team were responsible for tracking employee
exposures and cases, processing leave time, and implementing new policies for the safety of
all employees. "It was a trying two years, but I think we are now getting to the point where
we can get back to focusing on HR and continue making meaningful changes to the way we
do things," said Brown. Despite the disruptions of the pandemic, Tara has continued to
make strides to modernize the City's HR department. She says some of the work she is most
proud of involves leading projects to incorporate online processes for paychecks and managing benefits. Outside of work, Tara enjoys spending time with her family and traveling.
(Continued on Page 4)
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AT THE HEART OF CARBONDALE

THE CARBONDALE CIVIC CENTER
618.457.3209
www.explorecarbondale.com

(Continued from Page 3)

March 8, 2022








The Local Liquor Control Commission approved an application for a new business,
Chalky’s, at 500 New Era Road.
Approved an agreement with IDOT for safety improvements at the intersection of Route
13 and Giant City road. The project will add a pedestrian walkway with refuge area on the
east side of the intersection connecting the south Frontage Road with the north Frontage
Road.
Approved a contract with J & L Robinson of Carbondale, in the amount of $185,900, to
complete renovations at the central laboratory at the Water Treatment Plant.
The City Council amended the timeline to submit and approve applications for ARPA
funding.
The City Council discussed the need for architectural standards in residential areas where
staff has proposed TIF #2 be expanded.
The City Council directed staff to request that the lease with the Carbondale Park District
at Evergreen Park be terminated on April 30, 2023 and that the existing Superblock lease
be allowed to expire in November, 2022.
March 22, 2022








The City Council officially named the new multimodal center the Southern Illinois Multi
Modal Station. The design team presented 60% design drawings to the City Council.
Members of the preservation commission presented information on progress with
development of Founder’s Park.
Approved the purchase of (3) Ford F-150 Lightning electric vehicles from Vogler Ford.
Following Planning Commission approval, the City Council approved text amendments to
the zoning code to allow for ground mounted solar systems.
The City Council approved a proposal from SIU to complete a needs assessment on gun
violence.
The City Council discussed applications for FY23 community agency funding requests.
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Sharonda Cawthon has transitioned from
Administrative Secretary for Maintenance and
Environmental Services (MES) to Diversity,
Equity, and Inclusion Coordinator! In this new
role, she plans to continue the work of her
predecessor by offering and improving
programs within Carbondale. Such as 5-on-5, a
program aimed at bridging the gap between
law enforcement and the community. In
addition, Sharonda will work closely with city
and community leaders to ensure open and
ongoing communication regarding diversity,
equity, and inclusion in Carbondale.
Sharonda is currently pursuing a Master's
Degree in Project Management from Capella
University. In her three years with MES, her
organizational skills were invaluable in helping
employees streamline submitting documents
for several work-related processes.
Outside of work, Sharonda’s time and
attention go to her family, managing a small
business, and volunteering through her
church.
Courtney Beverly has taken on a new role as
Payroll and Onboarding Specialist and will
focus on improving and streamlining HR
processes for the City of Carbondale. He began
working for the City in 2015 as an intern in the
HR department. In 2016, Courtney
transitioned to the City's full-time Human
Resources Assistant. He is proud to have
helped the City of Carbondale implement a
new payroll and application system. When
asked about who inspires him, he credited
Tara for all of her support in his professional
growth.
Courtney has a Master's Degree in Human
Resources. When he leaves the office, he
enjoys spending time with his family, cooking,
and binge watching movies on Netflix.

WHAT’S GOING ON IN

SIU volunteers helped with trail maintenance at Green
Earth’s Chautauqua Bottoms during the annual Saluki
Service Days!

Carbondale female firefighters hosted their first-ever Bad Axe
Ladies program to encourage young women to consider pursuing a
career in the fire service. The high school students in the program
were outfitted with fire gear and given the opportunity to

experience a live fire scenario!
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The Carbondale Economic Development Committee,
Chamber of Commerce, and CCHS partnered together to
host a first-of-its-kind job fair for Carbondale high school
students to connect them with local employers!

Construction is underway for the third and final phase of the
Illinois Avenue Streetscape Project! This phase stretches
from Monroe Street to Oak Street, and includes new street
lighting, ADA-compliant pedestrian walkways, trees,
planters, and other streetscape elements.

City Opens Public Comment
Period for ARPA Funding

The City of Carbondale has opened its public comment period,
allowing residents to offer input on the desired uses for American
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding. The public comment period
begins Friday, April 1, and will remain open through Saturday, April
30.
Residents may review summaries of each funding proposal and
project idea and submit feedback electronically or by mail.
Summaries are posted online, along with an online comment
form, at explorecarbondale.com.
To submit by mail, send comments to the City Manager’s Office,
200 S. Illinois Avenue, Carbondale, IL 62901.
Projects should align with the adopted goals of the City Council
and meet local needs within these four eligible use categories:


Replace lost public sector revenue
 Support the COVID-19 public health and economic response
 Provide premium pay for eligible workers performing essential
work
 Invest in water, sewer, and broadband infrastructure
For more information, please contact Public Relations Officer Roni
LeForge at 618-457-3262.
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The City’s annual Residential Spring Clean-Up Program will
begin on Friday, May 6, 2022. This program allows residents to
dispose of household items and general rubbish generated from
the dwelling being served.
To participate in this program, place your household rubbish at
the curbside no earlier than five (5) days prior to your collection
day and no later than 7:00 a.m. on your collection day
(please note that items set at the curbside for collection after 7:00
a.m. on the listed collection day may not be collected as
collection operations begin promptly at 7:00 a.m. each day).
THE FOLLOWING ITEMS WILL NOT BE COLLECTED
AS A PART OF THIS PROGRAM:
• Electronics such as computers and computer accessories;
televisions and TV accessories; blue ray and DVD players; MP3
and IPOD players; and other such electronics.
• Tires, appliances, or yard waste - these items can be disposed
of by the City’s Landscape & Special Waste Sticker Program.
• Contractor’s remodeling or construction debris - residents or
contractors must dispose of these items using private haulers.
• Hazardous materials including paint, oil, gasoline, car batteries,
pesticides, and other chemicals.
Note that many of these items may be disposed of through the
Annual Household Chemical Collection Events sponsored by the
Jackson County Health Department For details on upcoming
events can be found on the Jackson County Health Department’s
website at www.recyclejacksoncounty.org.
Please be sure not to block sidewalks, streets, ditches or drainage
ways with your items. Also placing items and/or allowing items
to remain at the curbside earlier than 5 days prior to or after 7:00
a.m. on your scheduled collection day is a violation of City Code
and may subject you to a citation. If you have questions, contact
the MES Office at (618) 457-3275.

7 • Carbondale Communiqué • April 2022

WE ARE SOCIAL
Like us, Follow us, Watch us, Talk to us
@CarbondaleCity (Facebook)
@CarbondaleIL (Twitter)
@CityofCarbondaleGovernment (YouTube)

Visit us online: explorecarbondale.com
Community Resource Directory
Water/Sewer/Refuse
City of Carbondale…………………………….(618) 457-3265
Emergency Hotline ………………………...…(618) 529-1731

Electricity
Outdoor warning sirens are tested on the first
Tuesday of each month at 10 a.m. During
inclement weathers, sirens will not be tested. If a
siren is sounded other than during a scheduled
test, this alarm indicates an actual emergency.
Remember that a watch means that conditions are
favorable for severe weather to develop and a
warning means that severe weather is occurring
and you should take shelter immediately.

Ameren Illinois …………………………….… (888) 789-2477
Egyptian Electric …………………….……..…(618) 684-2143

Natural Gas
Ameren Illinois ………………….…………... (888) 789-2477

Telephone
Frontier Communications …………………. (877) 461-4088
Mediacom Communication ………………... (855) 633-4226

Television and Internet
Frontier Communications ………………....(877) 461-4088
Mediacom Communications ………………...(855) 633-4226
DirectTV ……………………………………...…(877) 644-1928
Dish Network ……………………………….…(855) 633-4226

Driver’s License
Illinois Secretary of State ………………...…(618) 457-0488
CITY OF CARBONDALE
200 South Illinois Avenue
P.O. Box 2047
Carbondale, Illinois 62902—2047
(618) 549-5302

John M. Henry, Mayor
Jeff Doherty, Councilman
Lee Fronabarger, Councilman
Tom Grant, Councilman
Carolin Harvey, Councilwoman

Rail Service
Amtrak …………………………………….…. (800) 872-7245

Motor Carrier
Greyhound Bus Line …………………….…...(618) 549-3495
Jackson County Mass transit ……………....(618) 549-0304
Saluki Express ……………………….…….... (618) 536-3351
West Bus Service …………………..………....(618) 549-3913

The Carbondale Communique is written by the City of Carbondale
to provide residents and businesses with municipal news.

Adam Loos, Councilman

Air Service

Ginger Rye Sanders, Councilwoman

For more information on City Government visit:
www.explorecarbondale.com

Gary Williams, City Manager

Southern Illinois Airport ………………...….(618) 529-1721
Veterans Airport of Southern Illinois ...….(618) 993-3353
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