March 2022

City of Carbondale, Illinois

Clearwave Fiber Expands Ultra-Fast Fiber
Internet in Carbondale!

Clearwave Fiber has announced plans to
to expand their ultra-fast, state-of-the-art,
all-fiber internet network into residential
neighborhoods in Carbondale!

local community. “We are committed to
providing underserved communities with
the high-speed connectivity that is essential for families, businesses, and local
economies; without these essential ser“This is exciting news for the City of Carbondale and its residents, and we are
vices, many of the communities we are
proud to partner with Clearwave Commu- targeting will not survive,” said Armistead.
nications on this important project,” said “We are excited to extend services to CarMayor John “Mike” Henry.
bondale, and we look forward to becoming long-term partners to the community.”
Clearwave Fiber CEO, David Armistead,
stressed the importance of the company’s Featuring gigabit download and upload
(Continued on Page 2)
investment to consumers and the broader speeds…

Carbondale City Council
Meeting Schedule
February 2022
February 8 at 6 p.m.
February 22 at 6 p.m.
*These meetings will be held remotely and
live streamed to Facebook. They will also be
uploaded to the City’s website,
explorecarbondale.com
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www.explorecarbondale.com

Carbondale Sustainability
Commission Recognizes Green
Businesses

The Carbondale Sustainability
Commission voted on several
local entities to receive their
first Green Spot Award! Town
Square Market came out on
top. The award is designed to
recognize businesses or
organizations that are using
sustainability principles in their
decision-making.
The Commission wants to
recognize the efforts of all
those who were nominated:
Dale’s Burger Shack, Food
Works, Harbaugh’s, LEAF (Little
Egypt Area Farmers), the
Neighborhood Co-op,
Quatro’s, and SIU’s
Sustainability Office.



for take-out - ask before
including single-use
utensils, condiments, etc.



reducing food waste by
donating excess



composting other food
scraps or sending to a farm



asking customers if they
need a bag; many bring
their own!

The Sustainability Commission
is seeking nominations for
future Green Spot awards,
which will be made quarterly.

Those nominated will stay in
the running. Please send
names of businesses that are
The Sustainability Commission incorporating green principles
to
seeks to encourage practices
sustainability@explorecarbond
such as:
ale.com and include
 local sourcing of food and information on their practices
supplies
so that these can be shared
and inspire the wider
 minimizing single-use
community.
disposables or finding
compostable alternatives;


for indoor dining - use real
dishes and utensils

(Continued from Page 1) … Clearwave Fiber will bring ten
times more speed to consumer doorsteps at a time when
fast, reliable Internet is becoming more and more critical
to modern households.

By: Niki Hoesman,
Superintendent of
Recreation

“The COVID-19 pandemic showed us all how vital
affordable and reliable broadband is to our residents’
daily lives. Clearwave’s investment in the City will make
Carbondale a more attractive place to live, learn and
work, and will provide our children, community and small
businesses with the opportunity to compete in the 21st
Century global economy.”

For many consumers, Internet touches every facet of
daily life. Remote work, telehealth, and virtual learning
all require robust, reliable connections. A 2021 study by
Deloitte indicated that 55% of U.S. households include
one or more remote workers, and 43% include at least
one household member attending virtual classes.
Additionally, 50% of U.S. adults had virtual doctor visits
last year.
Supporting this burgeoning ecosystem of household
devices can challenge companies serving customers over
DSL or cable systems. “Older copper wire and coaxial
networks worked just fine for the technologies they were
built for. Copper lines are great for telephone calls and
coax worked well for cable TV, but those networks
struggle to deliver the kind of bandwidth possible with
fiber,” noted Gwynne Lastinger, Chief Operating Office at
Clearwave Fiber. “Fiber optic technology is the future.
Fiber networks are more durable, more consistent, and
they move data at the speed of light. Best of all, our
network easily keeps pace with technology innovations,
exponentially increasing demands for bandwidth, and
evolving customer needs. The options are almost
limitless.”
Clearwave Fiber is slated to begin construction in April
2022!
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Carbondale Park District staff held its first drive-in movie this year!
Staff showed the movie Encanto at Doug Lee Park in mid-February.
We are thrilled to be able to offer movies in the park! Be on the look
out for free movies in our parks, this spring and summertime. We are
looking forward to hosting sports clinics for children, adult sporting
leagues, and art classes for children and adults, this spring. For more
detailed information about our programs and offerings, follow us on
Facebook or visit our website at www.cpkd.org to access our Winter/
Spring Program Guide.
Employee Spotlight
Molly Maxwell

Molly is a City Planner in our Community
Development Department, where she has worked
for more than two and half years. She says the best
part of her job is the variety of topics she gets to
explore—such as bike infrastructure, historic
preservation, and site development. Last Spring,
Molly helped organize the demonstration pop-up
crosswalk at the Farmer's Market, which provided
valuable information to the City! When she isn't
working, she's riding her bike or running all around
Southern Illinois. FUN FACTS: Her favorite
Carbondale restaurants are El Paisano, Pita Alley,
Thai Taste, and The Underground. If she could learn
to do anything, she'd learn to surf. Molly is
passionate about helping Carbondale reach its full
potential, and it shows in her work every day.
Thanks for all you do, Molly!

(Continued on Page 2)

February 8, 2022


The City Council approved a proclamation to celebrate “Black History Month”.



The City approved an agreement with Blairsville Water District to provide sanitary
sewer to the Walker’s Bluff Casino project.



Staff presented proposals to the City Council to strengthen the housing code. These
included a “safe housing” lease addendum for landlords; increasing minimum
property maintenance fine amounts; creating a vacant building registry; and,
developing a landlord report card.



Directed Staff to initiate a zoning code change to permit for overlay districts. Overlays
are defined areas that permit certain uses that may be less or more stringent than the
underlying zoning district.

February 22, 2022


Established a public comment period from April 1 through April 30 for residents to
provide comments on proposals that are received for American Rescue Plan Act
funding.



Accepted deeds and easements for property on New Era Road to facilitate the
widening and road improvements south of Airport Road.



Authorized the purchase of property at 303 and 401 South Illinois Avenue to facilitate
the development of the Southern Illinois Multimodal Station.



Staff presented ideas to Council to enhance public safety and the police department’s
capabilities. Those include neighborhood cameras in high-crime areas, automated
license plate reader cameras, and mobile surveillance camera towers.
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Ashley Gibson is the City of Carbondale’s
newest planner! She graduated from SIU
Carbondale with a Bachelor’s Degree in
Geography and Environmental Resources with
a specialization in Sustainability. Before
joining the City, Ashley worked for the Bank of
Carbondale, where she says she had many
meaningful opportunities to grow
professionally. When asked how she defines
success, Ashley said her definition is
constantly changing. Still, she believes success
comes in many forms, and being able to
celebrate even the small wins is incredibly
important to her!
FUN FACTS: Outside of work, Ashley loves to
enjoy the beauty of the Shawnee National
Forest with her family. She says she loves
finding a new trail to hike or a new waterfall
to explore with her boys. If she could travel
anywhere, she’d fly somewhere in the
Mediterranean or Western Europe.

WHAT’S GOING ON IN

The community gathered on the SIU campus for a peaceful
rally to show support for those fighting for freedom – and
those who live in Carbondale who are affected by the
tragedies in Ukraine.

Carbondale female firefighters hosted their first-ever Bad Axe
Ladies program to encourage young women to consider pursuing a
career in the fire service. The high school students in the program
were outfitted with fire gear and given the opportunity to

experience a live fire scenario!
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The Murphysboro Elks Lodge donated $1,000 to support our
veterans at the CWC! The CWC serves 12 veterans currently,
and this generous donation will go towards providing them
meals and helping provide necessities.

Molina Healthcare recently donated more than $27,500 to
the Boys and Girls Club of Southern Illinois to be used to
provide closets filled with personal hygiene products at each
club site for one calendar year.

Glorious Galas to Cozy Gatherings

Your event can come to life.
Whatever the occasion, we have the space you need
Offering the latest state-of-the-art services, allowing you to
conduct successful and efficient meetings, along with
eloquent and beautiful receptions.

Carbondale City Manager Gary Williams recently received the
Credentialed Manager designation from ICMA, the
International City/County Management Association. Mr.
Williams is one of over 1,300 local government management
professionals currently credentialed through the ICMA
Voluntary Credentialing Program.
ICMA’s mission is to advance professional local
government through leadership, management, innovation,
and ethics and by increasing the proficiency of appointed
chief administrative officers, assistant administrators, and
other employees who serve local governments and regional
entities around the world. The organization’s 13,000
members in 27 countries also include educators, students,
and other local government employees.
To receive the prestigious ICMA credential, a member must
have significant experience as a senior management executive
in local government; have earned a degree, preferably in
public administration or a related field; and demonstrated a
commitment to high standards of integrity and to lifelong
learning and professional development.
Congratulations on this outstanding achievement, Gary!
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AT THE HEART OF CARBONDALE

THE CARBONDALE CIVIC CENTER
618.457.3209
www.explorecarbondale.com

Believe it or not, warm weather soon will return. As exciting as that

sounds, warmer temperatures also mean an increased potential for severe
thunderstorms, tornadoes and flooding.

Before Severe Weather


Review your family emergency plan with your family so everyone
knows what they should do.





Stock your emergency kit fully and make sure your family knows where 
it is. Be prepared to be self-sufficient for at least three days (72 hours).



Establish a safe zone in your home and place of work (preferably in the
basement or in a small interior room or hallway). Make sure everyone
knows where to go for shelter.



Have an all hazards weather radio with battery backup. These radios

can be programmed to receive alerts for specified counties to keep you
and your family apprised of impending weather and post-event
information for all types of hazards.



Download the free FEMA mobile app that provides fast and reliable
weather alerts from the NWS. The app can be tailored to offer alerts
nationwide and can also help you locate open shelters and disaster
resource centers near you in the event of an emergency.



Like us on Facebook at Carbondale Office of Emergency Management,
and follow us on Twitter at @CarbondaleEMA for local notifications.



Monitor weather forecasts before you go on a trip or spend an
extended period of time outdoors.



Keep an eye on the sky. Look for darkening skies, flashes of light or
increasing wind. Listen for the sound of thunder.
Telephone lines and metal pipes can conduct electricity. Unplug
appliances. Avoid using a landline telephone or any electrical
appliances.

Avoid taking a bath or shower, or running water for any other purpose.
Turn off the air conditioner. Power surges from lightning can overload
the compressor, resulting in a costly repair job.
Draw blinds and shades over windows. If windows break due to objects
blown by the wind, the shades will prevent glass from shattering into
your home.
Go to your pre-identified safe zone to protect yourself from glass and
other flying objects. If possible, seek shelter under a piece of large,
sturdy furniture, such as a large table or workbench, to protect from
falling debris or flying objects. Stay away from windows. Do not open
them.
If Caught Outside



If you can hear thunder, you are close enough to the storm to be struck
by lightning. Go to safe shelter immediately!



If you are in the woods, go to a safe building. Make sure it is fully
enclosed with a roof and four walls. Tents, shelters, pavilions, or
dugouts will not keep you safe.



If you cannot get to a safe building, get in a safe, hard-topped vehicle.
Roll up the windows, close the doors and avoid all metal surfaces.

When a Storm Approaches


Listen to a battery-powered all hazards weather radio or local radio or
television stations for updated information.



If you are boating or swimming, get to land and find shelter
immediately!



Be alert to rapidly-changing weather conditions. Watch for signs of a
possible tornado:



Go to a low-lying, open place away from trees, poles, or metal objects.
If you’re caught in the open, lightning often hits the tallest object which
could be you in an open field.



Make sure the place you pick is not subject to flooding.



A dark, often greenish sky



A wall cloud, particularly if it is rotating



Large hail, which is often produced by the same storms that produce 
tornadoes



A loud roar, similar to the sound of a freight train



Tornadoes may occur and be visible near the trailing edge of a
thunderstorm

 Tornadoes
may also
be embedded
in rain and not visible
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Get low to the ground, on the balls of your feet in a crouching position.
The goal is to get as low as possible, while minimizing your contact with
the ground. Place your hands on your knees with your head between
them. Make yourself the smallest target possible. (Cont. on Page 7)



Do not lie flat on the ground - this will make you a larger target!



Remain in your safe zone or shelter until the storm has passed. Stay

Continued from Page 6...


Do not lie flat on the ground - this will make you a larger target!



Remain in your safe zone or shelter until the storm has passed. Stay alert
for new storms that may follow.

Trails for Horseback Riding are Open

at Giant City Stables!

After the Severe Weather Passes


Continue listening to your weather radio and local radio and television
stations for updated information.



Stay away from storm-damaged areas. Access any damage to your home
or immediate surroundings. Be aware of any potential hazards such as
ruptured gas lines, structural damage to your home, downed electrical
lines, and localized flooding.



Get out of areas subject to flooding. This includes dips, low spots, canyons, washes, etc. Do not attempt to cross flowing streams.



Never try to walk, swim, drive, or play in flood water. You may not be
able to see how fast the flood water is moving or see holes or submerged
debris.



Be especially cautious at night when it is harder to recognize flood dangers.



Do not attempt to drive through a flooded road. The depth of water is
not always obvious. The road bed may be washed out under the water,
and you could be stranded or trapped.



Do not drive around a barricade. Barricades are there for your protection.
Turn around and go another way!



Rapidly rising water may engulf the vehicle and its occupants sweeping
them away. Vehicles can be swept away by as little as 2 feet of water.



Children should NEVER play around high water, storm drains, viaducts, or
arroyos. It is very easy to be swept away by fast-moving water.



If you come upon a flowing stream where water is above your ankle,
STOP! Turn around and go another way. Climb to higher ground. If it’s
moving swiftly, even water 6 inches deep can knock you off your feet.
Many people are swept away wading through flood waters, resulting in
injury or death.

Howdy Partners!! Mark your calendars, Wednesday, March 16,
2022, the trails will be open for horseback riding in the park.
Enjoy our 3+mile trail in the woods (takes about an hour). The
experience is memorable… serene, exciting, and relaxing. A
powerful family outing that will bring joy and conversation,
(without a smart phone).
A great way to reconnect with nature is on the back of a horse,
taking in all the signs of Spring. Enjoying the power and energy of
a horse.
Giant City Stables, 722 Giant City Road, Makanda, IL
Reservations required as well as prepayment – Call 618-529-4110
Closed on Tuesdays

This information brought to you by the Illinois Emergency Management
Agency and the City of Carbondale Office of Emergency Management. For
more information on severe weather, please contact the City of Carbondale
Office of Emergency Management at 618-457-3245.

Must be 7 years old or older to ride the trail; weight limit 250 lbs.
New prices in 2022: $65 per rider, discount $5 each if in a party of
4 or more.
$20 handled pony ride
$65 private lessons

Come out and enjoy our beautiful Shawnee National Forest!
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WE ARE SOCIAL
Like us, Follow us, Watch us, Talk to us
@CarbondaleCity (Facebook)
@CarbondaleIL (Twitter)
@CityofCarbondaleGovernment (YouTube)

Visit us online: explorecarbondale.com
Community Resource Directory
Water/Sewer/Refuse
City of Carbondale…………………………….(618) 457-3265
Emergency Hotline ………………………...…(618) 529-1731

Electricity
Outdoor warning sirens are tested on the first
Tuesday of each month at 10 a.m. During
inclement weathers, sirens will not be tested. If a
siren is sounded other than during a scheduled
test, this alarm indicates an actual emergency.
Remember that a watch means that conditions are
favorable for severe weather to develop and a
warning means that severe weather is occurring
and you should take shelter immediately.

Ameren Illinois …………………………….… (888) 789-2477
Egyptian Electric …………………….……..…(618) 684-2143

Natural Gas
Ameren Illinois ………………….…………... (888) 789-2477

Telephone
Frontier Communications …………………. (877) 461-4088
Mediacom Communication ………………... (855) 633-4226

Television and Internet
Frontier Communications ………………....(877) 461-4088
Mediacom Communications ………………...(855) 633-4226
DirectTV ……………………………………...…(877) 644-1928
Dish Network ……………………………….…(855) 633-4226

Driver’s License
Illinois Secretary of State ………………...…(618) 457-0488
CITY OF CARBONDALE
200 South Illinois Avenue
P.O. Box 2047
Carbondale, Illinois 62902—2047
(618) 549-5302

John M. Henry, Mayor
Jeff Doherty, Councilman
Lee Fronabarger, Councilman
Tom Grant, Councilman
Carolin Harvey, Councilwoman

Rail Service
Amtrak …………………………………….…. (800) 872-7245

Motor Carrier
Greyhound Bus Line …………………….…...(618) 549-3495
Jackson County Mass transit ……………....(618) 549-0304
Saluki Express ……………………….…….... (618) 536-3351
West Bus Service …………………..………....(618) 549-3913

The Carbondale Communique is written by the City of Carbondale
to provide residents and businesses with municipal news.

Adam Loos, Councilman

Air Service

Ginger Rye Sanders, Councilwoman

For more information on City Government visit:
www.explorecarbondale.com

Gary Williams, City Manager

Southern Illinois Airport ………………...….(618) 529-1721
Veterans Airport of Southern Illinois ...….(618) 993-3353
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