February 2021

City of Carbondale, Illinois

RESTAURAUNT & BAR OWNERS ELATED TO
OPEN FOR INDOOR SEATING

On January 19, 2021, Governor JB Pritzker
announced that Region 5 (Southern Illinois)
had seen coronavirus cases decrease enough
that some restrictions could be lifted,
including the indoor dining restriction at bars
and restaurants. The announcement was
unexpected, so many restaurants couldn't
open the same day; however, a few were—
including Pagliai’s Pizza.

delivering pizza, and waiting tables. Although
they are relieved to have their doors open to
customers, Parson's said their primary
business right now is still takeout. "We are
serving everyone at their comfort level. There
are definitely people who are anxious to eat
out, but there are still people out there that
are not comfortable with that yet." Parsons
added that overall, a restaurant like hers is
Owner Melissa Parsons said within minutes of dine-in dependent. "You need people coming
in having a good time enjoying their soda,
announcing that they would be open for
indoor dining, they had customers walking in beer, and wine. We appreciate all the
deliveries and pickups, and it got us through,
the door. She said her staff members were
but it definitely hurts ….(Cont. on Page 4)
wearing several hats—making the food,

Carbondale City Council
Meeting Schedule
February 2021
February 9 at 6 p.m.
January 23 at 6 p.m.
*Meetings will be held remotely. For
information on attending, visit
explorecarbondale.com
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www.explorecarbondale.com

Mayor’s Corner
scheduling and
vaccinating our
neighbors, friends, and
loved ones. We
encourage those in group
1b (65 and older and
essential workers) to get
vaccinated when it is
your turn.
According to the Health
Department, next month,
group 1c, which is people
Mayor John M. Henry aged 16-64 with high-risk
medical conditions and
Dear Carbondale,
"other" essential
workers, will be allowed
February is off to a great
to get the vaccine if
start as restaurants and
supply can keep up with
bars in our region have
demand.
been given the clearance
Thank you to those who
to open for indoor
have already been
seating! The City is
vaccinated and those
grateful for the residents
who plan to get the
who have made special
vaccine. We are one step
efforts to support our
closer to life as we knew
bars and restaurants
it. I look forward to
through this challenging
gathering in-person again
time by ordering delivery,
soon. Keep up the great
takeout, or purchasing
work, Carbondale!
gift cards during the
holiday season. Your
efforts made, and
Sincerely,
continue to make, a
difference.
John "Mike" Henry
I am pleased to report
Mayor of Carbondale
that nearly 4,000 Jackson
County residents have
received their first dose
of the COVID-19 vaccine!
The Health Department
has been hard at work

Now Accepting Nominations for
Historic Preservation Awards!

The City of Carbondale Preservation Commission is honored
to sponsor the Annual Historic Preservation Awards. Any
property located within Carbondale city limits is eligible for
a Historic Preservation Award. Carbondale residents are
invited to submit nominations for any property that they
feel is deserving of an award. (Pictured above are previous
winners. Left, 2018—The Shelton House. Right, 2019– The Baston
Gilbert House).

Properties may be nominated for one of the following five
categories:
Preservation: This includes buildings that have been kept in
their original architectural style and are being used for their
original purpose.
Restoration: Properties that have been restored to their
original style or appearance.
Sympathetic Addition: Construction of an addition to an
existing structure that is consistent with the original
architectural style of the property.
Compatible New Construction: Any new structure that is
consistent with the original architectural style of the
neighborhood or that utilizes historic building materials and
techniques.
Adaptive Reuse: Existing structures that have maintained
their original architectural style, but are not being used for
their original purpose.
The award winners will be recognized at a City Council
meeting in May, in association with National Preservation
Month. Complete a Nomination Form online at
explorecarbondale.com. Please submit all applications
by 4:30 p.m. on Monday, March 1, 2021.
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Employee Spotlight
Krysty Gray

For more than ten years, Krysty Gray has worked for
the City of Carbondale. Her first role was as a Legal
Assistant in the City Attorney's Office, but she has
worked as the City's Desktop/Website Publisher for
the last four years. Krysty works hard to keep the City's
website updated, and she is currently creating online
forms that will allow for online filings and ePayments
for City applications through the website. Krysty is
known for being someone always willing and happy to
help. Thank you for all you do, Krysty!
FUN FACTS: When Krysty isn't at the office, she is
camping or planning her next camping trip! She says
her favorite Carbondale restaurant is New Kahala.
When asked about her passions, she said she is most
passionate about being a grandma.

Grab-n-Go Litter Pick-Up Kits
Available At Hickory Lodge!

JANUARY 12


City staff presented a fiscal update to the City Council, reviewing sales tax revenues
received from May through September. Through this date, home rule sales tax is up 1.42%
over budget, municipal sales tax is up 1.92% over budget, hotel/motel taxes are down
significantly (41%) due to most travel being halted. In addition, food and beverage tax
through December is down 20% however package liquor tax is up significantly at 52%.
Overall, City revenues shed light on the industries most affected by the pandemic,
hospitality, tourism, and restaurants.



Council agreed to waive liquor license fees if businesses remain compliant with Restore
Illinois guidelines.

JANUARY 26


The Mayor issued a proclamation to encourage residents to take the “100 day mask
challenge” that has been initiated by the White House.



A contract for upgrades to the Northwest Wastewater Treatment Plant was awarded to
Fab Tech Wastewater Solutions in the amount of $242,000.



The City Council approved the development plan to expand Southern Illinois Healthcare’s
Plastic Surgery building at 1400 Financial Park Drive.



The City Council approved a new project ranking system to better define and prioritize
community investment projects.



It was agreed to proceed with issuing a request for proposals seeking a consultant to help
expand the downtown TIF #2. This expansion would include parts of the Arbor District,
Northwest, and Northeast neighborhoods and would create incentives to rehabilitate
residential properties in those areas.



The City added a new Parks section to the revised code and established hours of
operation. This will mainly effect Turley Park and Tatum Heights Park which are now
managed by the City as a result of the Carbondale Park District declining the new lease
terms offered by the City.
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You don’t have to wait for an organized volunteer
cleanup event to make a difference in Carbondale! The
non-profit organization Keep Carbondale Beautiful (KCB)
is making it easier than ever to pick up litter when it fits
your schedule. Volunteers interested in a kit should head
to Hickory Lodge, located at 1115 West Sycamore Street.
On the screened-in back porch of Hickory Lodge,
volunteers will find a recycling bin with “Litter Pick-Up
Kits” inside. Each kit comes with trash bags, gloves, and a
city map with highlighted routes frequently littered.
The kits are perfect for those who want to volunteer with
a friend or a large group. The kits come in small, medium,
and large sizes. The small kits are for one to two
volunteers. The medium kits are for three to five, and the
large kits are for six to ten volunteers. Upon request, KCB
can provide long-handled litter grabbers. KCB says
smaller single-use shopping bags are included in the
medium and large kits so volunteers can spread out and
collect trash and return to orange bags to dump litter
into. A few extra pairs of gloves are also added in case
the gloves rip while working. When finished, volunteers
should call the City at 618-457-3275. Please leave a
voicemail letting the City know where to pick up the
bags!

Meet Our Newest Intern!
Diamoneek Green
Diamoneek Green is a senior political science
student at Southern Illinois University Carbondale (SIUC). This semester, Green is
interning with the City of Carbondale and
working in the City Manager's Office.

Glorious Galas to Cozy Gatherings

Your event can come to life.
Whatever the occasion, we have the space you need
Offering the latest state-of-the-art services, allowing you to
conduct successful and efficient meetings, along with
eloquent and beautiful receptions.

Green was proud to be the Spring 2020
Barbara Brown Intern stationed at the Illinois
Municipal League. While interning with IML,
she developed a passion for local government.
Directly following the internship, Green led her
undergraduate research project as a McNair
Scholar in the Summer of 2020. In the Fall of
2020, Green was the Campus Election
Engagement Fellow for SIUC.
In her free time, she enjoys volunteering for
Hospice of Southern Illinois and mentoring
youth in our community. When she graduates,
she plans to attend graduate school to pursue
her Master of Public Administration degree.
(Cont. from Page 1) … "everyone when you can't she and her husband did their best to keep
do inside dining.
employees on the payroll. She said she has a
close relationship with her employees, and now
Co-Owner of The Cellar, Michelle Stokes, says
that they are back open, she's feeling even
her crew came together quickly to get the bar
more appreciative of them. "I couldn't be more
back open following the announcement. "I
proud of my crew for how they handled a really
called a quick staff meeting, pulled my crew
bad situation." She added that if someone
together, and spent nine hours that day
comes in without a mask on, they ask people to
scrubbing, cleaning, restocking, reorganizing,
put it on.
and getting ready to go." Stokes said when they
did open their doors, they were very busy, and Stokes said since the beginning; the staff has
she was filled with a sense of gratitude to her
taken the pandemic seriously and enforced the
customers and employees. "I couldn't be more mask ordinance. "My staff was fantastic with
grateful that our customers are back. As a bar
mask-wearing and enforcing mask-wearing of
owner, like any small business owner, you worry customers. We gave masks to customers who
about your staff. But when we were able to
didn't have one who would ask for one."
reopen, it was a weight lifted off my shoulders
to know that they (staff) were going to have the Stokes says she is ready for warm weather so
ability to start making a little bit of income."
even more customers will visit The Cellar and so
Stokes said even when they weren't allowed to she can hire additional staff to help since the
have indoor seating because of the pandemic,
expansion!
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AT THE HEART OF CARBONDALE

THE CARBONDALE CIVIC CENTER
618.457.3209
www.explorecarbondale.com

WHAT’S GOING ON IN

Interim Police Chief Stan Reno received his first dose of the
Moderna COVID-19 vaccine, as did many other officers from
the department! The Jackson County Health Department has
vaccinated thousands in the lobby of the Banterra Center.

Mayor Mike Henry stopped by the Jackson County Housing
Authority (JCHA) to learn more about collaboration between
PCSforPeople, community partners, and the JCHA to secure 500
computers, 75 hotspots, and internet access for all residents within
the JCHA!
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The Police Department added the first Hybrid Cruiser to
their fleet! This 2021 Police Utility Interceptor will reduce
fuel consumption, and emit fewer emissions. While this is
the first hybrid, it wont be last! Carbondale is going green!

The solar panels at the Public Safety Center are almost
installed! A contractor is installing the panels at three city
buildings—the Public Safety Center, City Hall, and the
Southeast Wastewater Treatment Plant.

WHAT’S GOING ON IN

Crews are making quick progress on the Chautauqua
McLafferty Roundabout! They are currently in Phase 2,
which is the construction of the Chautauqua legs of the
roundabout. They expect the work will be finished in March.

Carbondale saw it’s first measurable snowfall of 2021. Eric Stead,
the Cedar Lake Supervisor, shared pictures following the snow.
Despite the cold weather, the trails surrounding the lake are a
great escape year round!
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The City’s second “5 on 5” event took place at City Hall in
January. The event gives Carbondale police and community
members a chance to speak freely about concerns nationally
and locally. The events will take place monthly in 2021.

Ahead of the expected snow in late January, our Street
Department prepared the primary roads around Carbondale
by spreading more than 18 tons of salt!

Greetings From Your
From Tom Davenport, President /CEO
the chamber is supporting the Black Business
Council group which will meet to provide a forum
for helping businesses grow and thrive in the
area.

(L to R: Jolene Falat (back row), Chris Ahart, Flenard
Family, Jim Jacobs (back row), Brian Flenard, Tom
Davenport (back row), Todd Darnsteadt)

The Carbondale Chamber of Commerce during
January honored our Black Chamber Members/
Organizations with a special recognition on their
site. Pictured above are Chamber Program
Manager LeAnne Gaydos and William Cook of the
Global Gourmet. The restaurant at 102 E.
Jackson St. opens daily, except for Sunday and
Monday, at 4 p.m. and features caprese, Greek,
spinach, and Caesar salads. Also on the menu are
a variety of appetizers and entrees including fish,
beef, pork, chicken, and a vegetarian option.
In addition to Global Gourmet, the Chamber
recognized 11 other Black Chamber Members/
Organizations who are members of the
Carbondale Chamber with a photo recognition, a
listing of business/organization in The Carbondale
Times, and social media posts. Moving forward
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During January Brian Flenard, owner of NexLevel
Ads joined the Carbondale Chamber of
Commerce. Pictured above is the ribbon cutting
held on January 8, 2021. The company will bring
a new approach to advertising to Carbondale and
surrounding communities. The mobile adverting,
seen in many major cities, will be mounted on a
truck bed and driven in areas, selected by the
client, where potential customers are located.
We look forward to this addition to the marketing
mix in our area.
During February, the Saluki Pride Committee will
continue to sell the small Paw Prints and are
excited that in-person football will return to
Southern Illinois University starting in February.
For each game, the committee members will

raise the Saluki Flags on the streets of Carbondale
and encourage cheering on the Salukis.

The Chamber Ambassadors continue to do virtual
outreach to new members, welcoming them to
the Chamber and helping them easily access all
the benefits of Chamber members. The
Ambassadors will be meeting with Debbie Tindall,
University Mall Manager, during February to
better understand how the Chamber can assist
tenants of the University Mall gain benefits
through Chamber membership.
The Annual Carbondale Chamber of Commerce
Golf Scramble date has been set for June 4, 2021.
Location and more information will be
forthcoming on the Chamber website. The Golf
Scramble Committee will begin working in details
during February.
The Annual Chamber of Commerce Meeting will
be held virtually on February 16, 2021, at noon.
Also, at that time Josh Combs, First Southern
Bank, will provide an overview of banking with
the new leadership at the federal level, the
Paycheck Protection Program, and other helpful
financial information for our members.

We are pleased to announce that First Southern
Bank is our first Sustaining Sponsor of the
Chamber of Commerce. We are grateful for their
support.
On February 23, 2021, our Networking at Noon
will host the SIU Day of Giving. More information
can be found on the chamber website.
The Chamber website now is offering ads to our
members on our website, starting at $25 a
month. Check out our website for available space
and more information.

WE ARE SOCIAL
Like us, Follow us, Watch us, Talk to us
@CarbondaleCity (Facebook)
@CarbondaleIL (Twitter)
@CityofCarbondaleGovernment (YouTube)

Visit us online: explorecarbondale.com
Community Resource Directory
Water/Sewer/Refuse
City of Carbondale…………………………….(618) 457-3265
Emergency Hotline ………………………...…(618) 529-1731

Electricity
CITY OF CARBONDALE
200 South Illinois Avenue
P.O. Box 2047
Carbondale, Illinois 62902—2047
(618) 549-5302
The Carbondale Communique is written by the City of Carbondale
to provide residents and businesses with municipal news.
For more information on City Government visit:
www.explorecarbondale.com

John M. Henry, Mayor

Ameren Illinois …………………………….… (888) 789-2477
Egyptian Electric …………………….……..…(618) 684-2143

Jessica Bradshaw, Councilwoman

Natural Gas

Jeff Doherty, Councilman

Ameren Illinois ………………….…………... (888) 789-2477

Lee Fronabarger, Councilman
Tom Grant, Councilman

Frontier Communications …………………. (877) 461-4088
Mediacom Communication ………………... (855) 633-4226

Carolin Harvey, Councilwoman

Television and Internet

Adam Loos, Councilman
Gary Williams, City Manager

Outdoor warning sirens are tested on the first
Tuesday of each month at 10 a.m. During
inclement weathers, sirens will not be tested. If a
siren is sounded other than during a scheduled
test, this alarm indicates an actual emergency.
Remember that a watch means that conditions are
favorable for severe weather to develop and a
warning means that severe weather is occurring
and you should take shelter immediately.
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Telephone

Frontier Communications ………………....(877) 461-4088
Mediacom Communications ………………...(855) 633-4226
DirectTV ……………………………………...…(877) 644-1928
Dish Network ……………………………….…(855) 633-4226

Driver’s License
Illinois Secretary of State ………………...…(618) 457-0488

Rail Service
Amtrak …………………………………….…. (800) 872-7245

Motor Carrier
Greyhound Bus Line …………………….…...(618) 549-3495
Jackson County Mass transit ……………....(618) 549-0304
Saluki Express ……………………….…….... (618) 536-3351
West Bus Service …………………..………....(618) 549-3913

Air Service
Southern Illinois Airport ………………...….(618) 529-1721
Veterans Airport of Southern Illinois ...….(618) 993-3353

