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Mayor’s Corner
campus and within the
community. Rest assured,
health experts are providing
guidance to help SIU, and the
City do everything we can to
keep Carbondale safe.
Despite these unique

Recently, communities around the nation
were notified the deadline to respond to
the 2020 Census would be pushed up by a
month, and the count would conclude on
September 30, 2020. The shortened time
frame makes the task of counting everyone
in Carbondale even more daunting. The
importance of completing the census survey
cannot be emphasized adequately, without
first explaining how the census data is used,
especially here in Carbondale.
Daniel Booth, Superintendent of
Carbondale Elementary School District #95,
says the census data affects public schools
in three ways. "With our Title 1 funding,
which helps fund low-income programs for
our schools, whether that be buying books,

Carbondale City Council
Meeting Schedule
September 2020
September 08 at 6 p.m.
Regular City Council Meeting
September 22 at 6 p.m.
Regular City Council Meeting
*Meetings will be held remotely.
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supplies, materials, and funding some
teacher salaries to support our students
who need help the most," said Booth. He
added that the data helps determine how
much money the district receives in federal
funding through the National School Lunch
Program. He explained that the program is
grant-funded, and the money allows District
#95 to feed low-income students. When
schools closed in the spring, the grant also
helped the district provide food for
community members in need. The third way
the census data affects schools is through
Special Education Funding. The district's
Special Education Program is funded
entirely through the state and the federal
government.
(continued on page 3)

circumstances, I am thrilled to
welcome SIU students back to

Mayor John M. Henry
Dear Carbondale,

Carbondale! SIU recently
released their plan for the fall
semester, which offers a mix

As we begin another month of in-person, online, and
battling COVID-19, I ask all of

hybrid courses. I believe this

you to continue persevering

school year, although

through these difficult times.

untraditional, will still be an

Since March, I have watched

excellent experience for our

as businesses and working

Salukis.

families have quickly learned

In closing, please support

to adapt and overcome. The

our businesses when you can,

people of Carbondale and

support each other every day,

numerous community groups

and support health

have rallied in support of local

professionals and the

businesses and neighbors in

community by remaining

need. These daily acts of

diligent with wearing your

kindness have been an

mask and practicing social

encouragement during these

distancing.

unfamiliar times.
Please know Carbondale
City leaders have been in close Sincerely,
communication with SIU

John “Mike” Henry

leaders regarding efforts to

Mayor of Carbondale

reduce coronavirus spread on

ADJUSTING TO REMOTE
LEARNING AT KIDS KORNER

Kids Korner and the Alice Wright
Center have reopened after being closed
since March 13, 2020 for COVID-19. Katy
Burns, the Director of Kids Korner, says
they reopened because they saw a great
need for childcare as parents returned to
work. "Its been a huge transition not
only for us, but for the students as well.
When we first opened we had to put new
cleaning procedures in place. That's been
a change. We’ve been
requiring facemasks and parents aren't
allowed in the building and we are
doing daily temperature checks," said
Burns.
Burns says its been an adjustment for
everyone at Kids Korner, both for the
students and adults. “Its been difficult
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Glorious Galas to Cozy Gatherings

Your event can come to life.
Whatever the occasion, we have the space you need
Offering the latest state-of-the-art services, allowing you to conduct successful and efficient meetings, along with eloquent and
beautiful receptions.

because the students are all on different
schedules with their remote learning.
While another child is e-learning we have
them playing independently at their own
desks. That’s been a difficult transition for
them,” said Burns. She added that their
goal is to minimize distractions for the
students when they are online learning.
To do that, they are trying to get creative.
Each child has their own bin of legos and
play doh to play with, and they are
encouraged to work on art projects
between remote classes.
Burns says the teachers at Kids Korner
are assisting the students with remote
learning but she added that they are
asking parents to double-check that all
the work has been completed.

AT THE HEART OF CARBONDALE

THE CARBONDALE CIVIC CENTER
618.457.3209 www.explorecarbondale.com
200 S. Illinois Avenue, Carbondale

Solar For All
Community Solar

The Carbondale Community Solar Working Group, a local nonprofit formed in 2017 to bring affordable solar to our area, is
partnering with Nexamp and Trajectory Energy Partners to offer
eligible Carbondale residents who are Ameren customers an opportunity to save 50% on their Ameren Purchased Electricity Supply Charge while also supporting local solar energy generation.
This program is the Illinois Solar for All version of community solar. Here’s how community solar works:

The 50% discount applies to the Ameren Purchased Electricity
Supply Charge only, not to transmission or delivery fees. No upfront investment or long-term commitment is involved.
To learn more about community solar and whether you are eligible to receive the 50% discount, register here to participate in an
upcoming webinar via Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN__AMA8hGxQ-xRtZpb1089Q
For more information or to get in touch with Trajectory and become a subscriber: https://trajectoryenergy.com/ilsfa
To learn more about the ILSFA program:
https://www.illinoissfa.com/app/uploads/2019/10/0919-ILSFAinfosheet-low-income-community-solar-v11.pdf
The Illinois Solar For All program is administered by Elevate Energy on behalf of the Illinois Power Agency, an independent state
government agency.
If you have any questions, you can contact Trajectory at 309-8394985. If you would like to know more about the Carbondale
Community Solar Working Group, one of the local non-profit
groups supporting this initiative, you are welcome to contact
Jane Cogie (jane.cogie@gmail.com) or Karen Knodt
(pastor@cdalefcc.org).
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(continued from page 1) "When we have
students with disabilities that need extra help,
the grant helps us level the playing field for
them by providing extra staff to help or
whatever it may be," said Booth.

count will determine how many House
Districts Illinois receives. "We will go from 18
to 17 members of the House for sure. We
could go from 18 to 16 if we don't get
everyone counted," said Jackson.
If Carbondale is undercounted, the county
Census data also determines how much
and the City's budget will take a hit. $1.5
money is distributed to areas for public
trillion of federal funds are distributed to local
transportation. Adam Lach, the CEO of Rides
governments based on population. That
Mass Transit, says, ten years ago, when the
money is used to help schools, public
census was conducted, the federal
transportation services, and keep our roads
government designated the Marionand bridges in good shape. "The county or the
Carbondale area as a Small Urban Area. Lach
City still has the need for funding those public
explained the designation opens up additional
services. They have the people needing the
funding sources and opportunities. "Any
services, yet the money has been
additional funding that we get allows us to
diminished," said Jackson.
increase the number of routes and broaden
Jackson says another thing that typically
the area riders can travel to," said Lach. Lach
surprises people is how companies use the
said it is imperative Rides Mass Transit see
data. "When big companies and big chains are
funding continue to come in and he hopes to
deciding where to locate, they look at how
see it even increase because ridership is rising
many clients and how many customers they
every year. "600,000 rides a year are for
are going to have. Of course, that is all census
Marion, Herrin, Carterville, and Carbondale.
driven."
That puts into perspective just how many
The City of Carbondale encourages every
people utilize the service."
household to take the census survey, as it is
Census data helps decide how southern
critical for keeping our public services running
Illinois is represented in Congress. Political
to meet our needs. You can complete yours
expert, John Jackson from the Paul Simon
by visiting my2020cenus.gov
Public Policy Institute says our population

Employee Spotlight
Kyle Hinson

Kyle has worked for the City of Carbondale for
more than four years and is currently the
Resident Engineer on the Oakland Avenue
Reconstruction Project. Kyle’s colleagues
describe him as reliable, level-headed, and
willing to do whatever it takes to get the job
done. Kyle says his definition of success is
achieving financial freedom and then passing
along that knowledge to others.
FUN FACTS: Kyle says if he could have any
superpower, it would be telepathy. His favorite
movie is Life—starring Eddie Murphy and
Martin Lawrence. If he could learn to do
anything, he would learn to fly a plane. When
asked who inspires him, Kyle said his
grandmothers do.

NEWEST SALUKIS MOVE TO CARBONDALE

The City of Carbondale was excited to see students return
to the SIU campus! On Move-In Day, the parking lots were
crowded with cars bringing new Saluki's and all of their
dorm essentials. Each first-year student has their own
dorm room this year.
Eli Hoover is a Freshman (pictured above with his
parents) interested in studying Mass Communications with
a specialization in Sports Broadcasting. He and his parents
moved him into the dorms. While his parents say they are
nervous and excited for him, Eli says he is happy to be here
and looks forward to studying what interests him. His
mother, Jennifer Hoover, said, "SIU has an excellent Mass
Communications program, so that is what sold him. His

dad also used to go here, and so that played into the
decision."
Kaitlin Arthur and Wyatt Smith (pictured on the right,
outside Felts Hall) were moving into their dorms located in
the same building. They are planning to get married next
spring and agreed that all of the stars aligned when it
came to Carbondale. Wyatt is studying Physiology and
wants to become a doctor someday. He said, "SIU is one of
the only schools in the whole country and the only one in
the state with physiology as a major. "I wanted that degree
instead of the standard biology degree before I head off to
Medical School," said Wyatt. Kaitlin is studying Biological
Science because she wants to be a high school science

teacher after graduation. "This is where I wanted to go
when I was younger, so it just made sense. SIU is also the
perfect mix of woodsy outdoorsy stuff and a city vibe."
Kaitlin and Wyatt are both cancer survivors and chose
SIU because Wyatt can research under Professor Dr. Buck
Hales, who studies Ovarian Cancer. Wyatt survived
testicular cancer and wants to make a difference for other
people who fight the disease. "Studying with Dr. Buck
Hales is an honor and this is a topic that I am passionate
about." Kaitlin and Wyatt say they look forward to the
years ahead and are proud to say they go to SIU
Carbondale. Welcome, Salukis!

SIU updates student code to support campus and community safety
Southern Illinois University Carbondale students returning
to campus are focused on safety as well as academics.
From wearing face masks to social distancing, they are
paying attention to the guidance received from the
university.
To reinforce this guidance, the university has updated its
student conduct code, which outlines their rights as well as
responsibilities.
“Students do care about safety, and we are seeing broad
compliance with mask requirements,” said SIU Chancellor
Austin Lane. “We have a lot of communications out there
reminding them of their responsibilities, and we have
peers stepping forward to serve as positive role models.
Students are listening. However, it is important for us to
have an avenue to address issues if they arise.”
The university has updated its Student Conduct Code,
which outlines student rights and responsibilities, to cover
health and safety measures adopted by the university in
compliance with ordinances, directives and guidance from
health officials, the City of Carbondale and the State of
Illinois.
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These include, but are not limited to, “failure to wear a
face mask in public or in a university classroom, failure to
social distance, attending, holding, or sponsoring a
gathering with an attendance greater than permitted by
law and university guidelines” and “failure to isolate or
quarantine as ordered by a public health official or the
university.”
Lori Stettler, the university’s vice chancellor for student
affairs, agreed that students want to do their part.
“Our goal is to make sure they know they are accountable
for following through,” she said. “We have a range of
options for students who are referred to our Office of
Student Rights and Responsibilities, which oversees the
disciplinary process. First and foremost, a student has a
right to due process, when they can accept responsibility
or opt for a hearing.
“If a student or a student organization is found to have
violated the code, the sanction will be based on the
individual circumstances. For a student, it could range from
education to expulsion. For a student organization, it might
include putting the organization on probation or

involuntary separation from the university.”
Stettler said the update to the conduct code provides the
university with internal tools to enforce pandemic safety
measures. But students are also subject to other
consequences. For example, the City of Carbondale’s
new face mask ordinance requires people to wear protect
face coverings when “engaging in in any activity outside of
their residence, while other people are present” … “when
it’s not possible to maintain a minimum 6’ social distance
from others.” Violation of the ordinance could lead to fines
of up to $750.
On campus, masks are required in indoor public spaces
regardless of the ability to maintain social distance; indoor
public places include spaces anyone can access, such as
reception areas with walk-in access, lobbies of buildings
and restrooms. Masks must be worn in all locations,
including offices, laboratories and classrooms, where
multiple people are present and social distancing is
variable or not possible. Masks are strongly recommended
when outdoors on campus …
(continued on page 7)

WHAT’S GOING ON IN

The City of Carbondale was awarded a $1.2M grant to make accessibility
improvements at Evergreen Park. The funding will be used to make
significant upgrades including the replacement of the bathrooms, paving
of all roads and parking lots within the park, and adding sidewalks to
make the park more accessible.

The City of Carbondale is proud to announce the Northwest Wastewater
Treatment Plant has been recognized as the Illinois Association of Water
Pollution Control Operators (IAWPCO) “2019 Plant of the Year.” The
plant’s crew accepted a trophy in August for the award.

West Sunset Drive will be closed between Emerald Lane and Parrish Lane
for the demolition and complete replacement of the bridge over Little
Crab Orchard Creek. Construction is expected to be complete in early
November, barring any unforeseen delays.

Employees from the Carbondale Public Works Department began
removing brush, dead trees, and tree limbs from Tatum Heights Park.
The City plans to replace the picnic tables and power wash the
playground equipment. You’ll notice the improvements very soon!
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WHAT’S GOING ON IN

The City and the Carbondale Chamber of Commerce helped
celebrate the grand opening of Elevate Therapy and Performance!
Elevate will offer physical therapy, performance training, and
subscription-based services. They are located on West Freeman Street in
Carbondale.

Aldi on East Main Street was recently remodeled! The grocery
store reopened to the public in late August! Shoppers say they
appreciate the improvements.
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Representatives from the US Census Bureau will be in Carbondale every
Wednesday and Friday through September to help residents complete
their Census survey. The Census tent (pictured above) will be in various
locations around the community. Dates, times and locations will be
announced on the City of Carbondale’s Facebook and Twitter pages.

The City of Carbondale is now on Nextdoor! Nextdoor is a social
networking service for neighborhoods that can be accessed via a desktop
computer or an app on your smartphone. The City will post to Nextdoor
when there are road closures, service changes, and alerts and
notifications residents needs to be aware of.

(Continued from page 4)
and are required outdoors
when social distancing is not
possible.
The governor’s Restore Illinois
Plan currently allows
gatherings of up to 50 people
with appropriate safety
measures, including masks and
social distancing. The
university and city fall under
the plan, but Stettler strongly
advises students to stay away
from parties or events where
people will gather.

“On campus, we are requiring
the submission of rigorous
safety plans before approving
any events, and our registered
student organizations will be
held to the same standards,”
she said. “We will not be
approving off-campus parties
sponsored by student
organizations. No matter who
hosts an off-campus event,
however, we are telling
students to stay home. You put
yourself and others at risk.
“While we understand that
students want to socialize and
have fun while at college, we
want to impress on them their
responsibility to do so in a
responsible manner,” Stettler
added. “Protecting our Saluki
community is our highest
priority, and everyone must do
their part to stop the spread of
the virus.”
(This article is from the
Southern Illinois University
News website.)
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CITY OF CARBONDALE
200 South Illinois Avenue
P.O. Box 2047
Carbondale, Illinois 62902—2047
(618) 549-5302

John M. Henry, Mayor
Jessica Bradshaw, Councilwoman
Jeff Doherty, Councilman
Lee Fronabarger, Councilman
Tom Grant, Councilman

The Carbondale Communique is written by the City of Carbondale
to provide residents and businesses with municipal news.

Carolin Harvey, Councilwoman

For more information on City Government visit:
www.explorecarbondale.com

Gary Williams, City Manager

WE ARE SOCIAL
Like us, Follow us, Watch us, Talk to us
@CarbondaleCity (Facebook)
@CarbondaleIL (Twitter)

Adam Loos, Councilman

Outdoor warning sirens are tested on the first
Tuesday of each month at 10 a.m. During inclement weathers, sirens will not be tested. If a
siren is sounded other than during a scheduled
test, this alarm indicates an actual emergency.
Remember that a watch means that conditions
are favorable for severe weather to develop and
a warning means that severe weather is occurring and you should take shelter immediately.

@CityofCarbondaleGovernment (YouTube)

Visit us online: explorecarbondale.com
Community Resource Directory
Water/Sewer/Refuse
City of Carbondale…………………………….(618) 457-3265
Emergency Hotline ………………………...…(618) 529-1731

Electricity
Ameren Illinois …………………………….… (888) 789-2477
Egyptian Electric …………………….……..…(618) 684-2143

Natural Gas
Ameren Illinois ………………….…………... (888) 789-2477

Telephone
Frontier Communications …………………. (877) 461-4088
Mediacom Communication ………………... (855) 633-4226

Television and Internet
Frontier Communications ………………....(877) 461-4088
Mediacom Communications ………………...(855) 633-4226
DirectTV ……………………………………...…(877) 644-1928
Dish Network ……………………………….…(855) 633-4226

Driver’s License
Illinois Secretary of State ………………...…(618) 457-0488

Rail Service
Amtrak …………………………………….…. (800) 872-7245

Motor Carrier
Greyhound Bus Line …………………….…...(618) 549-3495
Jackson County Mass transit ……………....(618) 549-0304
Saluki Express ……………………….…….... (618) 536-3351
West Bus Service …………………..………....(618) 549-3913

Air Service
Southern Illinois Airport ………………...….(618) 529-1721
Veterans Airport of Southern Illinois ...….(618) 993-3353
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