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CITY ORDINANCE REQUIRES MASKS IN
CARBONDALE

www.explorecarbondale.com

Mayor’s Corner
twenties. Health experts ask
young adults to avoid
gatherings, such as parties,
and refrain from smoking or
vaping in groups. These
practices have been the
contributing factors in our
recently reported coronavirus

After an uptick in the number of COVID-19
cases in Jackson County, the Carbondale City
Council unanimously decided to pass an
ordinance requiring face masks in all public
places within City limits. “This ordinance
provides a mechanism for us if we have
someone that is operating or behaving in a way
that is truly putting the public at risk, and they
just refuse to comply; now we have the ability to
do something about it,” said City Manager, Gary
Williams.
The ordinance went into effect immediately
on July 30, when it was passed and will remain
in effect until the State of Illinois enters Phase 5
of the Restore Illinois Plan or unless repealed
sooner by the City. Just one day after the mask
requirement ordinance passed, the Illinois
Department of Public Health reported that

Carbondale City Council
Meeting Schedule
August 2020
August 11 at 6 p.m.
Regular City Council Meeting
August 25 at 6 p.m.
Regular City Council Meeting
*Meetings will be held remotely.
1 • Carbondale Communiqué • August 2020

Jackson County was considered to be at
‘warning level,’ because of the sudden rise in
cases. According to the Jackson County Health
Department, the county exceeded two
thresholds, including new cases per 100,000
people and weekly test positivity rates. If there
are 50 or more new cases per 100,000 people in
the county, this triggers a warning. Jackson
County was at 226 new cases per 100,000
population the last week of July. The weekly
positivity rate metric indicates a warning when
the 7-day test positivity rate rises above 8%.
Jackson County was at 8.8% test positivity as of
the last week in July.
The City encourages everyone to read the
ordinance in its entirety, as it provides
clarification on when the masks must be worn
and the exceptions.

cases.

Mayor John M. Henry
Dear Carbondale,
A recent tide of COVID-19

As your Mayor, I am
imploring you to listen to their
advice. Unless we all take
immediate action to curb this

positives in Jackson County

sudden rise in cases, our fight

has been an unfortunate

against COVID-19 will be far

reminder that this virus

from over.

spreads easily, quickly, and

As a community, we need

can affect any age group. For

to wear masks so our kids can

months, we have heard that

go back to school, see their

older populations are at the

teachers, and socialize with

highest risk, and while this is

friends. We need to social

still true, the younger

distance so our businesses can

population is also getting sick

open their doors without fear

and driving the transmission of of employees or customers
COVID-19 in our community.
On July 26, the Jackson
County Health Department

becoming sick. We need to
wash our hands often for our
loved ones– and the loved

issued a Public Health Warning ones of those around us.
calling for immediate action

Carbondale, we will get

from young adults, as 70% of

through this if we remain

the cases reported in July in

patient and diligent in our

Jackson County were

practices.

individuals in their teens and

Bucky Dome Renovations
Nearly Complete

For nearly two decades, there has been
a consistent effort to restore the
Buckminster Fuller Dome Home in
Carbondale, located on Forest Avenue.
The group responsible for the years of
fundraising and meticulous renovations is
the Richard Buckminster Fuller Dome
Non-Profit. This project has been a labor
of love for them. The dome was nearly
falling in when this group decided the
needed to do something to honor
Buckminster Fuller’s legacy and further
his work and principles.
According to the group's website, this
geodesic dome is Bucky’s most “enduring
legacy.” It is the only dome he and his
wife, Anne, ever lived in and the only
home Bucky ever owned. They also say
this dome is the prototype for all other
dome homes that followed, and because
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of that, in 2006, it was added to the
National Registry of Historic Places. The
RBF Dome NFP's mission with this
renovation is to develop and operate a
home museum within the Dome Home
and chronicle the years during which
Buckminster Fuller and his wife lived
there.
The RBF Dome NFP says the inside of
the home is 99 percent complete. The
cork floors had to be imported from
Portugal to match the floors originally in
the dome home. The stove and range
hood are original and have been
completely restored.
Fundraising efforts will be ongoing to
restore the fence and grounds. To learn
more or donate, visit
www.fullerdomehome.com.

Glorious Galas to Cozy Gatherings

Your event can come to life.
Whatever the occasion, we have the space you need
Offering the latest state-of-the-art services, allowing you to conduct successful and efficient meetings, along with eloquent and
beautiful receptions.

AT THE HEART OF CARBONDALE

THE CARBONDALE CIVIC CENTER
618.457.3209 www.explorecarbondale.com
200 S. Illinois Avenue, Carbondale

Campus and Off-Campus Fire Safety
Going to college is an exciting time for students and their parents. Living in your new “home away from home” not only gives
young adults more freedom to make their own choices, but it
also instills in them an increased level of personal responsibility.
It’s important for students and parents to keep fire safety at the
top of their mind.

SIU’s Small Business Development Center can help
childcare centers seek grant funding
By Christi Mathis

A 15 year study (2000-2015) conducted by the US Fire Administration (USFA) and the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) found:


118 fatalities occurred in 85 fires



94% occurred in off-campus housing



Smoke detectors were either missing or non-working in 58%
of the fires



No sprinkler systems were found to be installed in any of the
fires



70% occurred on Friday, Saturday or Sunday



73% of the fires occurred between midnight and 6 am



Males accounted for 67% of victims



Alcohol was a factor in 76% of the fires

Here are some good questions for college students and parents
to ask before moving into a dormitory or signing an apartment
lease:


Are there working smoke alarms in each bedroom, outside of
sleeping areas, and on each level of the building?



Are there at least two ways out of each room and the building?



Do the upper levels of the building have at least two sets of
stairs inside and/or a fire escape?



Are there exit signs in the hallways to show the way out?



Are there enough electrical outlets for all appliances, computers, printers and electronics – without using an extension
cord?



Has the building’s heating system been inspected recently (in
the last year)?



Does the building have a sprinkler system?



Does the building have a fire alarm system?



Does the sprinkler or fire alarm system send a signal to emergency services?



Is the building address clearly posted so emergency services
can find it quickly if they need to?

The City of Carbondale wants everyone to be safe. Test your
smoke alarms monthly and identify two exits out of every room.
One death is too many. Don’t become a statistic.
3 • Carbondale Communiqué • August 2020

The Illinois Department of Commerce and
Economic Opportunity will soon be releasing
grant funding to licensed child care centers
affected by COVID-19, and the Illinois Small
Business Development Center at Southern
Illinois University Carbondale is offering to
help providers apply for the grant. There is
no cost for the assistance.
Millions available statewide
The state is making $270 million in Child
Care Restoration Grant funds available
beginning the week of July 20-24, according
to Greg Bouhl, director of Illinois Small
Business Development Center.
Licensed childcare centers were closed
during the first two phases of the state’s
COVID-19 Restore Illinois plan. They are
currently able to operate at 70 percent of
capacity. The grant funds are being made

Employee Spotlight
Brice Dion

available to help replace some of the lost
revenue.
“Child care provides a vital component
enabling people to go to work, and this grant
funding will help them stay open,” Bouhl
said.
SIU experts can help
Grant applications will be processed in the
order they are received, so it’s important to
submit requests early, Bouhl said. Find more
information on the program and upcoming
webinars at www.ilgateways.com/financialopportunities/restoration-grants.
SIU’s SBDC is available to help with any
questions licensed childcare facilities may
have or aid them in completing their grant
applications. For assistance, email
sbdc@siu.edu or call 618/536-2424.

Brice has worked for the City of Carbondale for
nearly four years and has earned his
reputation for being one of the friendliest
people in City Hall! His colleagues say he’s the
person you want to talk to when you have a
new idea you want to bounce around,
especially if it involves bikes! Brice is an avid
mountain biker and rock climber and said if he
wrote an autobiography about his life, he’d
name it “The Life of Brice is Nice!”
FUN FACTS: His secret talent is catching a stack
of quarters balanced on his elbow with the
same hand. When asked which way toilet
paper is supposed to hang, he answered,
“Over, over, over! I reverse every under roll I
find!“

WHAT’S GOING ON IN

Due to COVID-19, our annual spring cleanup was postponed until
summer. Each Friday in July, our crews were out collecting
household rubbish from the curbsides. Altogether more than 90
tons of garbage was collected and taken to the landfill.

Each year, dozens of volunteers show their Saluki Pride by helping
repaint the paw prints on highways and roads through town leading to the SIU campus. These volunteer days are long and hot, but
worth it!

As part of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority's Day of Service, the Zeta Amicae
group presented the Carbondale Police Department, Carbondale
Fire Department, and the City of Carbondale certificates as a way
of showing appreciation for the hard work and continuous
dedication during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Construction crews are making progress on the stand-alone
Starbucks! Recently, they’ve been working on the entrance and
exit to the property. This Starbucks will have a drive-thru and
indoor seating. The new business is expected to open sometime
in September.
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WHAT’S GOING ON IN

Approximately 10,000 N95 masks were flown into the Southern
Illinois Airport and delivered to SIH. Five thousand of the masks
will be used by SIH and the rest will be shared with other
community health and social service agencies. Tuskegee Next and
Will Group made this major PPE donation possible.

Coming soon! Thanks to a grant for highway safety improvements,
there will soon be a roundabout here at the intersection of
Chautauqua Road and South McLafferty Road. Work is anticipated
to start in late October.

The Town Square is in full bloom! Thank you to the staff at
Carbondale Main Street and Greenridge Landscaping for making
our historic town square so colorful.

To new beginnings! The Carbondale Park District is tearing down
the old playground at Lenus Turley Park in anticipation of the new
All-Inclusive Playground that will be donated by Kiwanis.
(Photo Courtesy of the Carbondale Park District)
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A Message From The City of Carbondale Following Virtual Town Hall
The Carbondale NAACP recently organized a
virtual town hall meeting to provide an
opportunity to the community to discuss policing
following the killing of George Floyd, and many
other people of color. On July 9, Dr. Linda Flowers
from the Carbondale Branch NAACP, Springfield
NAACP President Teresa Haley, Nancy Maxwell
from the Women’s Center, Director Dr. Randy
Burnside of the SIU MEDPREP program, Jackson
County State’s Attorney Mike Carr, City Manager
Gary Williams, and Chief Jeff Grubbs gathered to
hear your suggestions to bring police-community
relations to the forefront.

not one-sided.
7. We believe that developing strong ongoing
relationships between law enforcement and
communities of color at the leadership level and
street level will be the keys to diminishing and
eliminating racial tension.
8. We believe that law enforcement and
community leaders have a mutual responsibility
to encourage all citizens to gain a better
understanding and knowledge of the law to assist
them in their interactions with law enforcement
officers.
9. We support diversity in police departments
and in the law enforcement profession. Law
The town hall also allowed us to discuss a
enforcement and communities have a mutual
statewide partnership between the NAACP and
responsibility and should work together to make
the Illinois Association of Chiefs of Police that had a concerted effort to recruit diverse police
been in the works since 2018. Through this
departments.
partnership, a set of "10 Shared Principles" was
We believe de-escalation training should be
established. You will be proud to know that the required to ensure the safety of community
City of Carbondale Police Department was among members and officers. We endorse using dethe first in the state to adopt these shared
escalation tactics to reduce the potential for
principles which include the following:
confrontations that endanger law enforcement
officers and community members; and the
1. We value the life of every person and
principle that human life should be taken only as
consider life to be the highest value.
a last resort.
2. All persons should be treated with dignity and
respect. This is another foundational value.
We also want you to know that even before
3. We reject discrimination toward any person adopting the shared principles, the Carbondale
that is based on race, ethnicity, religion, color,
Police Department has long been committed to
nationality, immigrant status, sexual orientation, providing the best training for our officers. In
gender, disability, or familial status.
2016, we were among the first departments in
4. We endorse the six pillars in the report of the Illinois to train our entire department in dePresident's Task Force on 21st Century Policing.
escalation techniques. We will soon bring that
The first pillar is to build and rebuild trust
training back to Carbondale to re-train the entire
through procedural justice, transparency,
department.
accountability, and honest recognition of past
and present obstacles.
More advanced training has also occurred
5. We endorse the four pillars of procedural
including Crisis Intervention Team training, of
justice, which are fairness, voice (i.e., an
which 70% of the department has been stateopportunity for citizens and police to believe they certified. Since they are our most visible
are heard), transparency, and impartiality.
employees and have the most interactions with
6. We endorse the values inherent in
people in crisis, we began with our patrol
community policing, which includes community
division. We have continued with the goal of
partnerships involving law enforcement,
training every member of the department.
engagement of police officers with residents
outside of interaction specific to enforcement of Another area of focus has been training all of our
laws, and problem-solving that is collaborative,
officers as state-certified juvenile officers. One of
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the key recommendations which came from a
2016 community forum was a focus on youth
and, in particular, at-risk youth. Having our
entire department state-certified as juvenile
officers gives them better tools to relate to
and work with the youth in our community.
In addition, our officers are mandated by the
state to be trained in use of force, officer
wellness, and mental health awareness. The
mandated training has strong ties to the 10
Shared Principles regarding training
requirements in procedural justice and human
rights.
The Carbondale Police Department will
continue to work with the community to build
and rebuild trust. It is also our hope to
continue to grow the partnership with the
Carbondale NAACP. The police department
will be memorializing the joint affirmation of
the 10 Shared Principles by incorporating
them into our formal policies and procedures.

In the next few weeks, we will be publishing
questions that were provided to us during the
virtual forum to get additional input from the
community on how we can improve policecommunity relations. We hope that you
continue to stay engaged as we launch
additional forums in the coming months. We
want you to know that we will continue to
work hard, we will continue to listen, and we
will continue to learn. Moving forward
requires all of us working together to better
our community as a whole.

CITY OF CARBONDALE
200 South Illinois Avenue
P.O. Box 2047
Carbondale, Illinois 62902—2047
(618) 549-5302

John M. Henry, Mayor
Jessica Bradshaw, Councilwoman
Jeff Doherty, Councilman
Lee Fronabarger, Councilman
Tom Grant, Councilman

The Carbondale Communique is written by the City of Carbondale
to provide residents and businesses with municipal news.

Carolin Harvey, Councilwoman

For more information on City Government visit:
www.explorecarbondale.com

Gary Williams, City Manager

WE ARE SOCIAL
Like us, Follow us, Watch us, Talk to us
@CarbondaleCity (Facebook)
@CarbondaleIL (Twitter)

Adam Loos, Councilman

Outdoor warning sirens are tested on the first
Tuesday of each month at 10 a.m. During inclement weathers, sirens will not be tested. If a
siren is sounded other than during a scheduled
test, this alarm indicates an actual emergency.
Remember that a watch means that conditions
are favorable for severe weather to develop and
a warning means that severe weather is occurring and you should take shelter immediately.

@CityofCarbondaleGovernment (YouTube)

Visit us online: explorecarbondale.com
Community Resource Directory
Water/Sewer/Refuse
City of Carbondale…………………………….(618) 457-3265
Emergency Hotline ………………………...…(618) 529-1731

Electricity
Ameren Illinois …………………………….… (888) 789-2477
Egyptian Electric …………………….……..…(618) 684-2143

Natural Gas
Ameren Illinois ………………….…………... (888) 789-2477

Telephone
Frontier Communications …………………. (877) 461-4088
Mediacom Communication ………………... (855) 633-4226

Television and Internet
Frontier Communications ………………....(877) 461-4088
Mediacom Communications ………………...(855) 633-4226
DirectTV ……………………………………...…(877) 644-1928
Dish Network ……………………………….…(855) 633-4226

Driver’s License
Illinois Secretary of State ………………...…(618) 457-0488

Rail Service
Amtrak …………………………………….…. (800) 872-7245

Motor Carrier
Greyhound Bus Line …………………….…...(618) 549-3495
Jackson County Mass transit ……………....(618) 549-0304
Saluki Express ……………………….…….... (618) 536-3351
West Bus Service …………………..………....(618) 549-3913

Air Service
Southern Illinois Airport ………………...….(618) 529-1721
Veterans Airport of Southern Illinois ...….(618) 993-3353
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