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Carbondale Home To Southern Illinois’ First
“Recreational Only” Marijuana Dispensary

www.explorecarbondale.com

Mayor’s Corner
is essential not to let our
guard down when it comes to
wearing a mask and
maintaining social distance.
We are excited to have nonessential businesses once
again open, and restaurants
seating guests indoors. The
City of Carbondale encourages
you to support these stores

Mayor John M. Henry
It was an exciting start to summer in
the City of Carbondale, as the
community welcomed its first marijuana
dispensary. Consume Cannabis
Company Carbondale is the first
recreational only dispensary for
cannabis customers in Southern Illinois.
The new dispensary, located in the old
Newell House building, opened its doors
on Friday, June 26. General Manager,
Lori Ellis, says the company feels
tremendous support from city leaders

Carbondale City Council
Meeting Schedule

and Carbondale residents. "Opening
weekend, we probably saw around 800
customers. We had a great reception
from the community in Carbondale, and
overall, things went very smoothly."
Carbondale Mayor Mike Henry,
members of the city council, and other
city leaders gathered at Consume
Carbondale's Grand Opening and Ribbon
Cutting. Mayor Henry helped cut the
ribbon and made the first purchase from
Consume …
(continued on page 4)

Dear Carbondale,
I want to thank you all for
your diligence in helping slow

during this pandemic.
Despite the odds, we have
made progress over the past

community. Our healthcare

few months. The City

workers, public health

welcomed Consume Cannabis

officials, and the business

Company Carbondale, and as

community have worked

you drive along East Main

together to educate us on

Street, you'll notice the

best practices for reopening.

construction of the new

Our businesses are following

Starbucks is well underway.

guidelines put in place by the

Developers say they expect it

Center for Disease Control, as

to open in September.

well as a local set of
guidelines developed by SIH

July 14 at 6 p.m.

Work Care, in collaboration
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they have suffered greatly

the spread of COVID-19 in our

July 2020
This meeting will be held remotely
using GoToWebinar. For access
instructions, please visit our
website.

and eateries when you can, as

with several Chambers of

Sincerely,
John “Mike” Henry

Commerce, including
Carbondale's.
Now that we are in Phase 4
of the Restore Illinois Plan, it

Mayor of Carbondale

Residential Spring Cleanup Begins July 10

Glorious Galas to Cozy Gatherings

Your event can come to life.
Whatever the occasion, we have the space you need
Offering the latest state-of-the-art services, allowing you to conduct successful and efficient meetings, along with eloquent and
beautiful receptions.

After being postponed amid the COVID-19 pandemic, the City of Carbondale’s annual Residential
Spring Clean-Up Program will begin July 10th, 2020. This program serves single-family dwellings up to
and including 4-unit buildings. The Spring Cleanup Program allows residents to dispose of household
items and general rubbish generated from the dwelling being served.
To participate in this program, place your household rubbish at the curbside no earlier than five (5)
days prior to your collection day and no later than 8:00 a.m. on your collection day (please note that
items set at the curbside for collection after 8:00 a.m. on the listed collection day will not be
collected). Household items will be collected from the curbside on Fridays, based on the following
schedule:
Monday’s City Refuse Collection Route – Friday, July 10th
Tuesday’s City Refuse Collection Route - Friday, July 17th
Wednesday’s City Refuse Collection Route – Friday, July 24th
Thursday’s City Refuse Collection Route - Friday, July 31st
The following items will NOT be collected as a part of this program:


Electronics such as computers and computer accessories; televisions and TV accessories; MP3
and IPOD players.



Tires, appliances, or yard waste - these items can be disposed of by the City’s Landscape &
Special Waste Sticker Program.



Hazardous materials including paint, oil, gasoline, car batteries, pesticides, and other chemicals.



Contractor’s remodeling or construction debris - residents or contractors must dispose of these
items using private haulers.

Please be sure not to block sidewalks, streets, ditches or drainage ways with your items. Also placing
items and/or allowing items to remain at the curbside earlier than 5 days prior to or after 8:00 a.m.
on your scheduled collection day is a violation of City Code and may subject you to a citation.
If you have any questions, please contact the Maintenance and Environmental Services Office at
(618) 457-3275.
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AT THE HEART OF CARBONDALE

THE CARBONDALE CIVIC CENTER
618.457.3209 www.explorecarbondale.com
200 S. Illinois Avenue, Carbondale

Carbondale’s Fourth of July Fireworks
Show Canceled

Due to uncertainty amid the COVID-19 pandemic, the City of Carbondale
decided to cancel this year’s annual fireworks display on the Southern
Illinois University campus.
This longtime Fourth of July tradition draws large crowds, which are not
allowed under Phase 4 of the Governor’s Restore Illinois Plan.
We are saddened to have to cancel the event but feel it is in the best
interest of our community’s health.
For more information, call Public Relations Officer Roni LeForge at 618559-1939.

Employee Spotlight
Eric Stead
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Eric Stead has worked as Lake Management
Supervisor at Cedar Lake for more than two
years. His colleagues say his knowledge of the
lake, genuine love of the outdoors, and
easygoing personality make him great to work
for and work with. They say his customer
service skills are also top-notch. When asked
how he defines success, he said, "happiness at
home and work."
FUN FACTS: Eric says his favorite movie is Die
Hard. If he could travel anywhere in the world,
he would go to Bora Bora. If Eric could learn to
do anything, he would be a fighter pilot. When
asked how he hangs the toilet paper - over or
under, he said, "Toilet paper is hung overhand.
I'm not some kind of monster!"

(continued from page 1)

…to show support for the new business.

Not only will there be added tax revenue and out-of-state visitors, but
The City's Economic Development Director, Steven Mitchell, says a lot of Consume is also bringing jobs to Carbondale. Ellis says to work at a
dispensary; employees must go through a stringent background check
excitement comes with welcoming new businesses, especially when the
through the state, which can sometimes take up to 90 days. She added that
business is part of a new and growing industry. Mitchell says in his
some employees are still waiting to hear back. "As of right now, Consume
communications with Consume, he learned the company expects around
five million dollars in sales annually from the Carbondale store. "The added Carbondale has 12 employees. We do have about three employees that we
have hired for that location, but they have not been approved by the state
tax revenue will certainly be helpful during this time when non-essential
yet." More recreational-only licenses will be distributed throughout the
businesses were forced to close for several months." He added that
state, but here in the Jackson/Williamson County area, only one more
dispensaries attract out-of-state customers, allowing Carbondale the
license will be approved. It has not been decided when or where another
opportunity for increased exposure to visitors. Ellis, with Consume, says
that while they do expect out-of-state visitors often, most customers were dispensary will be located.
residents of Carbondale and nearby communities during opening weekend.

Economic Development Director Steve Mitchell answers the
media’s questions at the grand opening of Consume.

Leaders from the City and the Carbondale Chamber of
Commerce gather for a group picture.

Mayor Mike Henry was the first customer at
Consume Carbondale

District #95 Building
Enhancements Underway
By Stephanie Esters

Several building enhancements will greet District #95 students and staff when they
return to school next month.
During the school closure in the spring, the district started $2 million worth of
bathroom updates and flooring and other work it had previously planned for the summer
months.
In each of the district's four elementary schools, years-old (if not decades old!)
carpeting has been pulled up, replaced with a beige-colored tile that is accented in trim
and squares in each elementary school's colors. The change has come to school hallways
and classroom floors and bathrooms with decades-old fixtures throughout the district.
The work will be finished by mid-August, just in time for a return to school.
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SIH Implements New Role, Changes to Bridge Gap Between
Hospitalized Patients and Families

Diane Honn, a family connections coordinator at SIH, outside the
Medical-Stroke Unit at SIH Herrin Hospital

An effort to improve communication between
hospitalized patients and families during the COVID19 pandemic has led to a new role and virtual visitor
program. The family connections coordinator will
round with patients at the three SIH hospitals and
provide hands-on assistance with facilitating phone
calls and real-time visits using iPads and mobile
technology.

Dr. Thierry Ngansop, a hospitalist at SIH Herrin Hospital and Michi
Elko, RN, review a patient’s discharge instructions

hospitalists and emergency department personnel to
case managers and nurses – to find better ways to
help patients cope with the loneliness and potential
isolation they felt during periods of limited visitation.

“For patients, a support person is super important,
especially when patients cannot advocate for
themselves. I’m very passionate about that. Before
my father passed away, I was by his side. If someone
The temporary, new position has been piloted on the would have told me I couldn’t have been there, that
medical-surgical unit at SIH St. Joseph Memorial
would have been very tough for me. That being at
Hospital and the medical stroke unit at SIH Herrin
the core of who I am and direct feedback from our
Hospital for the last month. The goal is to implement patients sparked the idea to get this team together…
the process across all inpatient units not only at
to figure out how we could utilize technology in the
those two hospitals, but also at SIH Memorial
interim,” said Harre.
Hospital of Carbondale shortly.
Standing up technology led to another result: virtual
The family connections coordinator is one of two
trio rounding.
outcomes of a process improvement initiative, a
“Trio speaks to the number three. The idea is that
kaizen, led by SIH’s Continuous Improvement (CI)
the patient, the patient's nurse and the attending
team. Kaizen is a Japanese term meaning “change for
physician are all in the room at the same time
the better.” SIH Chief Nursing Officer Jennifer Harre
discussing the patient's care. Now what normally
asked the CI team to take the lead on bringing a
happens is many times, the patient's family is
dozen medical professionals together – from
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physically there to hear what the physician is saying
and ask questions. During the height of the
pandemic locally and during limitations on visitors,
that support person had been missing from the
equation,” said SIH Continuous Improvement
Specialist Kris Sherrill.
The expectation moving forward is for the use of
iPads to connect the physician, nurse, patient and a
patient-designated support person for virtual trio
rounding, which involves a crucial daily conversation
to review the patient’s plan of care, general updates
and discharge planning.
As SIH allows visitors to come back into the hospital
on a more regular basis, the new processes will stay
in place to proactively bridge the gap when loved
ones – either through distance, illness or other issues
related to the pandemic – can’t be at the bedside.
“We know support is so important for healing. That’s
what this initiative is all about, addressing a patient’s
physical, emotional, social and safety needs,” added
Sherrill.

Centerpiece Statue Now in Place at
Saluki Alumni Plaza
Private fundraising project by SIU Alumni Association near completion
By Caleb Hale

The centerpiece sculpture of a
private fundraising project initiated
by the SIU Alumni Association is
now in place on the Southern
Illinois University Carbondale
campus.
Saluki Alumni Plaza, located on the
lawn between Pulliam and Woody
halls at SIU, is nearing completion
with the recent installation of a
statue of three of the iconic dogs
that serve as the university’s
mascot. The sculpture was created
by SIU alumnus John Medwedeff of
Medwedeff Forge & Design in
Murphysboro, Illinois. The three
Salukis, fashioned in a running
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formation, represent alumni, as
well as current and future students
of SIU.

date to be determined. While the
sculpture is in place, crews
continue to finish the patio space
around the statues. The project is
The project was initiated by the SIU due to be completed before the
Alumni Association National Board start of the fall semester at SIU.
of Directors in 2018, with the last
year and a half spent fundraising to “Saluki Alumni Plaza is a beautiful
create a new landmark space in
addition to the SIU campus, and we
recognition of the university’s
at the Association are proud to
th
recent 150 anniversary
have the centerpiece sculpture in
celebration.
place,” Jeff Gleim, Association
executive director, said. “We’re
Statues were installed in late June. excited to offer this plaza for the
Due to restrictions placed on public enjoyment of the campus
gatherings due to COVID-19, the
community for generations to
Association will host a formal
come.”
dedication ceremony at a future
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Jeff Doherty, Councilman
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The Carbondale Communique is written by the City of Carbondale
to provide residents and businesses with municipal news.

Carolin Harvey, Councilwoman

For more information on City Government visit:
www.explorecarbondale.com

Gary Williams, City Manager

WE ARE SOCIAL
Like us, Follow us, Watch us, Talk to us
@CarbondaleCity (Facebook)
@CarbondaleIL (Twitter)

Adam Loos, Councilman

Outdoor warning sirens are tested on the first
Tuesday of each month at 10 a.m. During inclement weathers, sirens will not be tested. If a
siren is sounded other than during a scheduled
test, this alarm indicates an actual emergency.
Remember that a watch means that conditions
are favorable for severe weather to develop and
a warning means that severe weather is occurring and you should take shelter immediately.

@CityofCarbondaleGovernment (YouTube)

Visit us online: explorecarbondale.com
Community Resource Directory
Water/Sewer/Refuse
City of Carbondale…………………………….(618) 457-3265
Emergency Hotline ………………………...…(618) 529-1731

Electricity
Ameren Illinois …………………………….… (888) 789-2477
Egyptian Electric …………………….……..…(618) 684-2143

Natural Gas
Ameren Illinois ………………….…………... (888) 789-2477

Telephone
Frontier Communications …………………. (877) 461-4088
Mediacom Communication ………………... (855) 633-4226

Television and Internet
Frontier Communications ………………....(877) 461-4088
Mediacom Communications ………………...(855) 633-4226
DirectTV ……………………………………...…(877) 644-1928
Dish Network ……………………………….…(855) 633-4226

Driver’s License
Illinois Secretary of State ………………...…(618) 457-0488

Rail Service
Amtrak …………………………………….…. (800) 872-7245

Motor Carrier
Greyhound Bus Line …………………….…...(618) 549-3495
Jackson County Mass transit ……………....(618) 549-0304
Saluki Express ……………………….…….... (618) 536-3351
West Bus Service …………………..………....(618) 549-3913

Air Service
Southern Illinois Airport ………………...….(618) 529-1721
Veterans Airport of Southern Illinois ...….(618) 993-3353
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