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City of Carbondale, Illinois

City of Carbondale Works To Finalize
FY 2021 Budget Proposal

www.explorecarbondale.com

Mayor’s Corner
Carbondale: A Place We Are Proud To Call Home
at the Washington Street Venue
where we are hosting Sunset
Concerts and other events with
great success. We hope to construct a permanent stage in the
near future.
In addition to the improvements being made downtown,
there are a number of economic
development projects taking
shape in Carbondale.

Mayor John M. Henry



Southern Illinois Healthcare
opened a 42,000 square foot
medical clinic and teaching
space that will be used by the
SIUC School of Medicine. Memorial Hospital of Carbondale
recently received designation
as a Trauma Center.



The former Ramada Inn on the
city’s west side has new owners and is being completely
remodeled.



Kohl’s downsized its store on
Giant City Road in order to
make room for Planet Fitness.



Sergio’s Mexican Restaurant
finished a complete remodel
and update to what was formerly Lonestar Steakhouse.



The new Hilton Home2Suites
is now open downtown. The
hotel features 99 rooms designed for business trips and
extended stays.

Dear Carbondale Resident,
Krysty Gray, City of Carbondale Desktop/Website Publisher, works on the proposed FY 2021 Budget
Every year, during the
months of February and March,
each department within the City
of Carbondale provides the City
Manager and Finance Director a
detailed list of goals and projected expenses for the upcoming
fiscal year. Each year’s budget
proposal is aligned with the

goals adopted by the council.
This cumbersome but necessary
project helps the council and the
public understand the overall
financial condition of the City of
Carbondale. City Manager Gary
Williams says, “The budget isn’t
just a financial document, it’s a
policy statement.”

Carbondale City Council
Meeting Schedule
February 2020
March 10 at 6 p.m.
Regular City Council Meeting

March 24 at 6 p.m.
Regular City Council Meeting
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Finance Director Jeff Davis
says the City’s total budget is
around $54,000,000 dollars annually with about $25 million for
general fund purposes. He explained that in recent years, unfunded mandates and revenue
decreases at the state level have
made.. (Continued on Page 4)

The city has received a
$13,900,000 federal grant for
construction of the Southern Illinois Multimodal Station, a regional center that will replace the
existing Amtrak station. This will
be a much larger facility with retail space that will serve not only
Amtrak but also regional public
transit providers. Estimated date
of completion is late 2022.
The City Council voted to allow
recreational marijuana dispensaries within many of our business
districts. We expect to have as
many as two locations open this
year. Public consumption is not
allowed and products must be
transported in approved containers, out of reach of drivers.
Phase 3 of the Illinois Avenue
Streetscape Improvements Project is in the planning stage. Improvements are also continuing

(Continued on page 2)

Mayor’s Corner
(Continued from page 1)







A 25,000 square foot
HomeGoods store next to
Dick’s Sporting Goods and
Best Buy recently opened.
Two new restaurants,
Keepers Quarters and
the Underground Public
House, moved in downtown.
The new Regions Bank at
the corner of Oakland
Avenue and West Main
Street is now open.
This activity indicates that
investors and business owners
have a renewed confidence in
Carbondale’s economy and
business-friendly attitude.
For the third year, the
Director of Economic Development Steven Mitchell, representatives from
Southern Illinois
Healthcare, Southern Illinois University, the Carbondale Chamber of Commerce, Laborer’s Local
773, and I will travel to
Washington D.C. to talk
with Senators Dick Durbin

and Tammy Duckworth,
Congressman Mike Bost
and officials from Amtrak,
the Department of Housing
and Urban Development
and the Department of
Transportation. This trip
will happen in April.
Southern Illinois University
at Carbondale is the main
economic driver for the region. The City remains dedicated to working alongside
university officials to collaborate, grow enrollment, bring
more entertainment to Banterra Center (formerly the
SIU Arena) and promote Saluki spirit throughout the community.
As I have said before, “By
working together, we are
making Carbondale the
place that you and I, our
children and grandchildren
are proud to call home.”

Local Cyclists Gather for “Ride Illinois Meet and Greet”
By Roni LeForge
The City of Carbondale partnered
with Ride Illinois to host a meet and
greet to educate the local cycling
community about how the bike advocacy organization can help Carbondale improve bike infrastructure
and safety. More than 50 people,
including recreational cyclists and
those who bike for transportation,
gathered at Buckwater Brew Works
during their soft opening week.
Ride Illinois Executive Director Dave Simmons says popular topics of conversation included creative ways to incentivize residents to bike more for transportation and possible events to bring the southern Illinois cycling community together. Himanshu Dedge, who recently moved to Carbondale, said he
has struggled to find a group to ride with but showed up at the event to meet people who share his interest. “The one thing I would change about biking in Carbondale would be to have a more accessible online
presence for bike activities and events,” said Dedge.

Sincerely,
John “Mike” Henry
Mayor of Carbondale

Molly Maxwell, a City of Carbondale Planner, said a stronger online presence is in the works.
Maxwell is working to further develop the “Bike Carbondale IL” Facebook page. She added that the feedback they received at the Ride Illinois Meet and Greet will help Carbondale make decisions when funding
and grant opportunities become available. “If you don’t know what people want or what will be needed,
then you don’t know what to apply for when those funding opportunities arise,” said Maxwell. She says
the Ride Illinois Meet and Greet was a success and a great start to the conversation.

WE ARE SOCIAL

Employee Spotlight

Like us, Follow us, Watch us, Talk to us

April Blessing

@CarbondaleCity (Facebook)
@CarbondaleIL (Twitter)
@CityofCarbondaleGovernment (YouTube)

April Blessing has worked as a Neighborhood Inspector for more
than six years. She has earned her reputation of always going above
and beyond what is necessary, and as proof, she recently went
through a week-long training to become certified as a Fire Inspector.
April is known around the office, not only for her hard work but
for her bold, go-getter attitude and genuine kindness towards others. April’s colleagues credit her for being the driving force of comradery within her department and many others. She says being kind
is easy when you love the people you work with. “These people are
like my family. I spend more time here with them than I do at
home,” said Blessing.
FUN FACTS: April says if she could have one superpower, it would be
teleportation. She says she would use her power to travel the world
with her family. When asked what her favorite meal was, she
couldn’t decide but said she loves chicken. In fact, she loves it so
much that she named her dog Chicken.
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Glorious Galas to Cozy Gatherings

Your event can come to life.
Whatever the occasion, we have the space you need
Offering the latest state-of-the-art services, allowing you to conduct successful and efficient meetings, along with eloquent and
beautiful receptions.

May is National Bike Month, and each year a variety of events happen throughout the community that
encourage Carbondalites to get out on their bikes. The Neighborhood Co-op, Carbondale Tourism,
Carbondale Main Street, Carbondale Rotary Club, Carbondale Park District, and the City of Carbondale have
teamed up again this year to offer activities scheduled throughout the month.
Much like in years previous, a group ride will kick off the month. The bike rodeo will be at Turley Park
for a family fun day, the Fourth Friday Fair will be bike-themed, and SIU’s Touch of Nature Environmental
Center will host a Trail Building Day. New this year is a Carbondale History Bike Tour co-hosted by the
Preservation Commission and a Cyclist’s Academy co-hosted by The Bike Surgeon. Keep an eye out for
more information and the schedule which will be released shortly! Follow “Bike Carbondale IL” on
Facebook or check the City of Carbondale’s website at exporecarbondale.com.

Carbondale Hires New

Assistant City Attorney, Analisa Parker
Analisa is from southwest
Michigan. She received her law
degree from Liberty University
School of Law in Lynchburg,
Virginia. Analisa spent a summer in
Jerusalem interning with Project
HEART (Holocaust Era Asset Restitution Taskforce) working on
getting property returned to
Holocaust survivors.
Analisa passed the bar exam on
her first attempt and went to work
for the Jackson County States
Attorney’s Office as an Assistant
States Attorney for two years. We
are excited to have her now
working for the City of Carbondale!

3 • Carbondale Communiqué • March 2020

AT THE HEART OF CARBONDALE

THE CARBONDALE CIVIC CENTER
618.457.3209 www.explorecarbondale.com
200 S. Illinois Avenue, Carbondale

(Continued from Page 1)

Oakland Avenue Reconstruction Begins

made a big impact on the City’s budget. For example, the
State of Illinois added a 1.5% handling fee on the City’s homerule sales tax. “In the two and half years that we’ve had this
fee, we’ve paid over $400,000 to the State just for them to
collect and push back our home-rule sales tax,” said Davis.
Williams added that the City has managed to reduce spending
to offset escalating cost-of-living, public safety pension, and
healthcare expenses. “There is often a perception that all
government is bloated, which simply isn’t true,” said Williams. “Our goal, as well as the City Council, is to be good
stewards of the public’s money while also achieving Council’s
strategic goals.”
After months of reviewing expenditures and operating
costs, the final FY 2021 Budget Proposal will be submitted to
the Carbondale City Council for approval in April. “Our budget
document is several inches thick,” said Davis, who also reminds that the budget document has won awards 32 of the
last 33 years.

The City of Carbondale would like to alert motorists of an upcoming road construction project along
Oakland Avenue from Walnut Street to Chautauqua Road. The work is scheduled to begin on
Monday, March 2, 2020. The reconstruction of Oakland Avenue will be constructed in three phases
with the first phase of work being performed from Walnut to Freeman Street and starting at the date
mentioned above. This section of Oakland Avenue will be closed to all through traffic while the work
is being performed. Access will only be allowed to residents with driveways in the construction area.
Below is a brief description of the work that will be performed:


Removal and replacement of the existing pavement with new concrete pavement and curb and
gutters



Dedicated bicycle lanes in each direction



Removal and replacement of the existing sidewalks and driveway aprons



Replacement of the existing storm sewer

For more information, contact the City’s Engineering Division at (618) 457-3270.
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As an example of how thick and complex the budget document is, Jeff Davis showed off the FY2020 Budget.

Carbondale Welcomes New Brewery
Buckwater Brew Works and Whiskey House
owner Dan Terry says the new brewery, located on
East Main Street, is ready for customers.
Terry explained that 250 different scotches and
whiskeys will be offered with prices ranging from
$5 to $500 a glass. Terry says gastropub-style food
will be available and explained there are plans to

add a coffee bar. While Buckwater is not brewing
beer this month, they will be soon and will have
the capability to brew seven different beers at
once.
Terry says the 6,500 square foot brewery is decorated to have an industrial feel with tin and repurposed wood from an old barn Terry and his partner, Shawn Williams, bought in Okaville, Illinois.

Terry says between 25 and 30 people will be
employed at the brewery. A grand opening is
expected to happen sometime in March.

Thousands Visit HomeGoods During Opening Week
On February 23,
2020, HomeGoods,
located at 1260 East
Main Street, opened for
business. The first
person in line on
opening day was given
the privilege of cutting
the ribbon for the
Grand Opening.
According to the
HomeGoods website,
the store offers highquality, handcrafted
merchandise for every
style and every room at
significant savings.
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City to Host Employment Fair in April
The City of Carbondale, IDES,
Man-Tra-Con and the Chamber of
Commerce are excited to once again
host an Employment Fair at the Civic
Center. This year's fair will be April 1,
2020 (see flyer above).
Alicia Jackson, the Diversity and
Compliance Officer for the City of
Carbondale says, “around 70 employers from all across southern Illinois are expected to register, including agencies and businesses in fields
like children and family services,
automotive, insurance, medical,
trucking companies and unions.”

year's event to be ready for anything. “We have some (employers)
that will be interviewing on the spot.
It all depends on how you sell yourself,” said Jackson.
Not only will attendees be able
to mingle with employers and pick
up applications, but they'll also be
able to fill them out at the Civic Center. “We will have an area where
they can fill out applications right
here on the spot and turn them right
back in,” said Jackson.

If you are an employer that is
interested in having a booth at this
The employment fairs held last
year's Employment Fair, contact
year were extremely successful with Alicia Jackson and register as soon as
more than 250 people showing up
possible. (618) 457-3209 ext. 228.
ready to interview. She encourages
anyone who plans to stop by this

Chamber of Commerce Honors
Award Winners at Annual Banquet

Jim Jacobs was recognized as the Chamber’s
Business Leader of the Year. Jacobs is the
owner of Jacobs Air Conditioning and Heating,

Darren Berger was named the Carbondale Citizen of the Year
in recognition of service to numerous civic and charitable
organizations.

River Radio Group was named the Regional Business of the
Year. River Radio is known for its long term employees and
Brynn Wheetley, owner of AthlEATS, was
recognized as Young Professional of the Year.
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deep relationship with its listeners .

Carolin Harvey, Councilperson and SIU
Retiree, received the Chamber Service
Award.

Mayer Networks was named Business of the
Year. Mayer has been in existence for 15 years
and has grown to employ 15 people.

March is Severe Weather
Preparedness Month
It may seem hard to believe but warm weather will return soon. As
exciting as that sounds, warmer temperatures also mean an increased
potential for severe thunderstorms, tornadoes and flooding.

When a Storm Approaches


Listen to a battery-powered all hazards weather radio or local radio or television stations for updated information.



Be alert to rapidly-changing weather conditions. Watch for signs of a possible tornado:



A dark, often greenish sky



A wall cloud, particularly if it is rotating



Large hail, which is often produced by the same storms that produce tornadoes



A loud roar, similar to the sound of a freight train



Tornadoes may occur and be visible near the trailing edge of a thunderstorm



Tornadoes may also be embedded in rain and not visible



Keep an eye on the sky. Look for darkening skies, flashes of light or increasing wind. Listen for the
sound of thunder.



Telephone lines and metal pipes can conduct electricity. Unplug appliances. Avoid using a landline
telephone or any electrical appliances.



Avoid taking a bath or shower, or running water for any other purpose.



Turn off the air conditioner. Power surges from lightning can overload the compressor, resulting in
a costly repair job.



Draw blinds and shades over windows. If windows break due to objects blown by the wind, the
shades will prevent glass from shattering into your home.
Go to your pre-identified safe zone to protect yourself from glass and other flying objects. If possible, seek shelter under a piece of large, sturdy furniture, such as a large table or workbench, to
protect from falling debris or flying objects. Stay away from windows. Do not open them.

Before Severe Weather


Review your family emergency plan with your family so everyone
knows what they should do.



Stock your emergency kit fully and make sure your family knows
where it is. Be prepared to be self-sufficient for at least three days
(72 hours).



Establish a safe zone in your home and place of work (preferably in
the basement or in a small interior room or hallway). Make sure
everyone knows where to go for shelter.





Have an all hazards weather radio with battery backup. These radios can be programmed to receive alerts for specified counties to
keep you and your family apprised of impending weather and post
-event information for all types of hazards.

If Caught Outside

MARCH 2020 CALENDER
Day/Date

Meeting

City Council
Planning Commission

6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Other Scheduled Meetings at the Carbondale Civic Center, 200 S. Illinois Ave.
Mon/2nd
Mon/9th
Thurs/5th
Thurs/19th

Human Relations Commission
Carbondale Park District Board
Liquor Advisory Board
Sustainability Commission

5.00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6.00 p.m.

Scheduled Meetings at Other Locations
Wed/11th
Thurs/19th
Thurs/26th

Library Board of Trustees
Conference Room 405 West Main St.
Carbondale HS District #165
CCHS Cafeteria, 1301 East Walnut St.
Carbondale Elementary School Dist. #95
Carbondale Elementary School
Administrative Center
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If you can hear thunder, you are close enough to the storm to be struck by lightning. Go to safe
shelter immediately!



If you are in the woods, go to a safe building. Make sure it is fully enclosed with a roof and four
walls. Tents, shelters, pavilions, or dugouts will not keep you safe.



If you cannot get to a safe building, get in a safe, hard-topped vehicle. Roll up the windows, close
the doors and avoid all metal surfaces.



If you are boating or swimming, get to land and find shelter immediately!



Go to a low-lying, open place away from trees, poles, or metal objects. If you’re caught in the open,
lightning often hits the tallest object which could be you in an open field.



Make sure the place you pick is not subject to flooding.



Get low to the ground, on the balls of your feet in a crouching position. The goal is to get as low as
possible, while minimizing your contact with the ground. Place your hands on your knees with your
head between them. Make yourself the smallest target possible.



Do not lie flat on the ground - this will make you a larger target!



Remain in your safe zone or shelter until the storm has passed. Stay alert for new storms that may
follow.

Time

The following meetings will be held at the Carbondale Civic Center, 200 S. Illinois
Ave., and televised live on www.explorecarbondale.com
Tues/10th and 24th
Wed/11th and 25th



4:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

After the Severe Weather Passes


Continue listening to your weather radio and local radio and television stations for updated information.



Stay away from storm-damaged areas. Access any damage to your home or immediate surroundings. Be aware of any potential hazards such as ruptured gas lines, structural damage to your home,
downed electrical lines, and localized flooding.
(Continued on Page 7)

7:00 p.m.

(Continued from Page 6)


Get out of areas subject to flooding. This includes dips, low spots, canyons, washes, etc. Do not
attempt to cross flowing streams.



Never try to walk, swim, drive, or play in flood water. You may not be able to see how fast the
flood water is moving or see holes or submerged debris.



Be especially cautious at night when it is harder to recognize flood dangers.



Do not attempt to drive through a flooded road. The depth of water is not always obvious. The
road bed may be washed out under the water, and you could be stranded or trapped.



Do not drive around a barricade. Barricades are there for your protection. Turn around and go
another way!



Rapidly rising water may engulf the vehicle and its occupants sweeping them away. Vehicles can
be swept away by as little as 2 feet of water.



Children should NEVER play around high water, storm drains, viaducts, or arroyos. It is very easy
to be swept away by fast-moving water.



If you come upon a flowing stream where water is above your ankle, STOP! Turn around and go
another way. Climb to higher ground. If it’s moving swiftly, even water 6 inches deep can knock
you off your feet. Many people are swept away wading through flood waters, resulting in injury
or death.

This information brought to you by the Illinois Emergency Management Agency and the City of Carbondale Office of Emergency Management. For more information on severe weather, please contact

Visit us online: explorecarbondale.com
Community Resource Directory
Water/Sewer/Refuse
City of Carbondale…………………………….(618) 457-3265
Emergency Hotline ………………………...…(618) 529-1731

Electricity
CITY OF CARBONDALE
200 South Illinois Avenue
P.O. Box 2047
Carbondale, Illinois 62902—2047
(618) 549-5302

John M. Henry, Mayor

Ameren Illinois …………………………….… (888) 789-2477
Egyptian Electric …………………….……..…(618) 684-2143

Jessica Bradshaw, Councilwoman

Natural Gas

Jeff Doherty, Councilman

Ameren Illinois ………………….…………... (888) 789-2477

Lee Fronabarger, Councilman

Telephone

Tom Grant, Councilman

The Carbondale Communique is written by the City of Carbondale
to provide residents and businesses with municipal news.

Frontier Communications …………………. (877) 461-4088
Medicom Communication ………………... (855) 633-4226

Carolin Harvey, Councilwoman

Television and Internet

Adam Loos, Councilman

For more information on City Government visit:
www.explorecarbondale.com

Gary Williams, City Manager

Frontier Communications ………………....(877) 461-4088
Medicom Communications ………………...(855) 633-4226
DirecTV ……………………………………...…(877) 644-1928
Dish Network ……………………………….…(855) 633-4226

Driver’s License
Outdoor warning sirens are tested on the first
Tuesday of each month at 10 a.m. During inclement weathers, sirens will not be tested. If a
siren is sounded other than during a scheduled
test, this alarm indicates an actual emergency.
Remember that a watch means that conditions
are favorable for severe weather to develop and
a warning means that severe weather is occurring and you should take shelter immediately.
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Illinois Secretary of State ………………...…(618) 457-0488

Rail Service
Amtrak …………………………………….…. (800) 872-7245

Motor Carrier
Greyhound Bus Line …………………….…...(618) 549-3495
Jackson County Mass transit ……………....(618) 549-0304
Saluki Express ……………………….…….... (618) 536-3351
West Bus Service …………………..………....(618) 549-3913

Air Service
Southern Illinois Airport ………………...….(618) 529-1721
Veterans Airport of Southern Illinois ...….(618) 993-3353

