February 2020

City of Carbondale, Illinois

Carbondale awarded $13.9 million
for new transportation center

www.explorecarbondale.com

Mayor’s Corner
Carbondale: A Place We Are Proud To Call Home
at the Washington Street Venue
where we are hosting Sunset
Concerts and other events with
great success. We hope to construct a permanent stage in the
near future.

The City of Carbondale was
awarded a $13.9 million grant
from the U.S. Department of
Transportation's Better Utilizing
Investment to Leverage Development (BUILD) program for the
Southern Illinois Multimodal Station (SIMMS) project, a new
transportation center in downtown Carbondale.
The grant will be utilized
for the design and construction of the new multi-modal
transportation center, as well
as the demolition of the existing Amtrak station.
Project rendering of the Southern Illinois Multi-Modal Station
The SIMMS is a project that
has local and regional significance. The proposed SIMMS will
serve a population that is currently underserved and demonstrates a greater need than the
Carbondale population as a
whole. The SIMMS will provide

an improved and efficient equitable distribution of transportation
opportunities and access to resources at the proposed central
location.
Equally important, development of SIMMS will allow transit

Carbondale City Council
Meeting Schedule
February 2020
February 11 at 6 p.m.
Regular City Council Meeting

February 25 at 6 p.m.
Regular City Council Meeting
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riders to connect to points as
much as 120 miles away in a
more direct manner, and be the
fundamental conduit to improved connectivity. The project
is set to be completed towards
the end of 2023.

In addition to the improvements being made downtown,
there are a number of economic
development projects taking
shape in Carbondale.

Mayor John M. Henry



Southern Illinois Healthcare
opened a 42,000 square foot
medical clinic and teaching
space that will be used by the
SIUC School of Medicine. Memorial Hospital of Carbondale
recently received designation
as a Trauma Center.



The former Ramada Inn on
the city’s west side has
new owners and is being
completely remodeled.



Kohl’s downsized its store on
Giant City Road in order to
make room for Planet Fitness.



Sergio’s Mexican Restaurant
finished a complete remodel
and update to what was formerly Lonestar Steakhouse.



The new Hilton
Home2Suites is now open
downtown. The hotel features 99 rooms designed
for business trips and
extended stays.

Dear Carbondale Resident,
The city has received a
$13,900,000 federal grant for
construction of the Southern Illinois Multimodal Station, a regional center that will replace the
existing Amtrak station. This will
be a much larger facility with retail space that will serve not only
Amtrak but also regional public
transit providers. Estimated date
of completion is late 2022.
The City Council voted to allow
recreational marijuana dispensaries within many of our business
districts. We expect to have as
many as two locations open this
year. Public consumption is not
allowed and products must be
transported in approved containers, out of reach of drivers.
Phase 3 of the Illinois Avenue
Streetscape Improvements Project is in the planning stage. Improvements are also continuing

(Continued on page 2)

Mayor’s Corner
(Continued from page 1)



A 25,000 square foot
HomeGoods store next to
Dick’s Sporting Goods and
Best Buy will open soon.



Two n ew restauran ts,
Keep er s Qu ar ter s a n d
th e Underground
Pu b lic Hou se , m o v ed
in downtown .



The new Regions Bank at
the corner of Oakland
Avenue and West Main
Street is now open.
This activity indicates that
investors and business
owners have a renewed
confidence in Carbondale’s
economy and businessfriendly attitude.
As you may know, Director
of Economic Development
Steven Mitchell, representatives from Southern Illinois
Healthcare, Southern Illinois
University, the Carbondale
Chamber of Commerce,
Laborer’s Local 773, and I
recently took a trip to
Washington D.C. We met
with Senators Dick Durbin

and Tammy Duckworth,
Congressman Mike Bost
and officials from Amtrak,
the Department of Housing
and Urban Development and
the Department of Transportation. This was our second trip,
and it is something we will
continue to do annually.
Southern Illinois University
at Carbondale is the main
economic driver for the
region. The City remains
dedicated to working alongside university officials to
collaborate, grow enrollment, bring more entertainment to Banterra Center
(formerly the SIU Arena) and
promote Saluki spirit
throughout the community.
As I have said before, “By
working together, we are
making Carbondale the
place that you and I, our
children and grandchildren
are proud to call home.”
Sincerely,
John “Mike” Henry
Mayor of Carbondale

WE ARE SOCIAL
Like us, Follow us, Watch us, Talk to us

Carbondale Leads With Solar Deployment

From left to right: SE Waste Water Treatment Plant, Public Safety Center and the Civic Center

Reaching its goal of becoming
a leader in sustainable energy, the
City of Carbondale approved a
PPA (Power Purchase Agreement)
which will allow for the deployment of a $2.4M solar project
which will power a portion of the
City’s municipal buildings.
Solar technology will be constructed on three sites including
the SE Waste Water Treatment
Plant, Public Safety Center and the
Civic Center. The three sites represent the most favorable economic benefit based on electricity
usage, available land and roof
space and other factors.
Affordable Gas + Electric
(AGE), the City’s energy management consultant, developed and
administered a Request for Proposal to solicit offers from quali-

fied providers. PPA allows for a
third-party owner to construct,
own and maintain the solar system and sell the power generated
by the system to the City at a
guaranteed rate. StraightUp Solar,
developer, and Hawk-Attollo, LLC,
financier, were awarded the project which has rates “fixed” for the
twenty-five-year life of the PPA
agreement.
“Our goal was to become a
leader in the deployment of sustainable energy in the Southern
Illinois region and with the approval of this power purchase
agreement, we have a great
starting point” said Carbondale’s
Mayor, John “Mike” Henry. “The
City will have zero capital outlay
for this project and will see savings of up to $1.5M over the life of

@CarbondaleCity (Facebook)
@CarbondaleIL (Twitter)
@CityofCarbondaleGovernment (YouTube)

CITY OF CARBONDALE
200 South Illinois Avenue
P.O. Box 2047
Carbondale, Illinois 62902—2047
(618) 549-5302

the PPA”.
Jeff Haarmann, Managing Partner of AGE, said “We congratulate
the City of Carbondale on the
awarding of this project. Mayor
Henry, Council and City Manager
Gary Williams have demonstrated
they can be leaders in sustainable
energy and do so with economic
benefits for their residents. We
are extremely pleased with the
results and can’t wait to see the
panels begin to be installed.”
For further information regarding the City of Carbondale’s
solar project, please contact AGE’s
Managing Partner, Jeff Haarmann
at (618) 204-0115
or jhaarmann@supernovapartner
s.com or contact the City of Carbondale’s Public Relations Officer,
Roni LeForge, at 618-457-3229.

John M. Henry, Mayor
Jessica Bradshaw, Councilwoman
Jeff Doherty, Councilman
Lee Fronabarger, Councilman
Tom Grant, Councilman

The Carbondale Communique is written by the City of Carbondale
to provide residents and businesses with municipal news.
For more information on City Government visit:
www.explorecarbondale.com
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Carolin Harvey, Councilwoman
Adam Loos, Councilman
Gary Williams, City Manager

Carbondale Park District
2500 W. Sunset Drive
618-549-4222

Glorious Galas to Cozy Gatherings

Your event can come to life.
Whatever the occasion, we have the space you need

Babysitter’s Clinic
This day-long training can help you gain the skills you need to take care of the kids in your neighborhood
when their parents cannot be with them. Created for young babysitters, our training gives you the opportunity to sharpen your skills and become a safe, reliable babysitter. This program is for ages 10 – 15 years
and meets February 17, 2020 from 9:00 am – 4:00 pm, lunch provided. Fee is $40.00, Park District residents pay $32.00.
Parent/Child Friday Night Swim
Each Friday between 7:00 – 9:00 pm the pool is reserved for parents and their children. This swim session
is for our families to enjoy our heated, indoor pool during a time when no lessons or fitness classes are
scheduled. Parents are invited to bring their children and spend the evening in the pool. February dates
are 7, 14, 21, and 28, 2020. A family of four pays $5.00; each additional person is $1.00.
No School? Head to the Pool!
The pool will be open and the inflatable slide will be available for use from 3:00 – 5:00 pm on February 15,
2020. Swimmers under the age of 18 years must pass the Deep Water Swim Test to use the inflatable slide.
Flotation devices are not allowed on the inflatable slide. The pool will also be open on February 17, 2020
for a Youth Swim from 1:00 – 3:00 pm. Children ages 6 – 9 must be accompanied to the pool and supervised by an individual 16 years of age or older. This person may be in the water or on the deck. Children
ages 10 – 17 do not have to be accompanied by an adult but must provide verifiable emergency contact
information to the front desk prior to entering the facility. The fee is $3.25, residents pay $2.75.
Carbondale Cyclones Swim Team
Early Bird Pricing Now in Effect!
The Carbondale Cyclones are part of the Southern Illinois Swim League and compete during June and July.
Practices are heal at the Super Splash park. Register prior to April 1, 2020 and save! Early registration fee is
$140.00, residents pay $112.00.
Junior Dawgs in Action
The Junior Dawgs Coed Basketball League’s thirteenth season of youth basketball is underway. Cheer on
the kids at games and get in on the action. This is league is for children in grades K - 6th. Teams practice
and play one game a week. Gym time is provided by the Boys and Girls Club of Carbondale and Lewis
School. Award ceremony and potluck will be held after the last game of the day on February 29.

Offering the latest state-of-the-art services, allowing you to
conduct successful and efficient meetings, along with eloquent
and beautiful receptions.

February’s Employee Spotlight:

z

Steven Mitchell,
Economic Development Director
Steven Mitchell has worked as the Economic Development
Director for the City of Carbondale for three years. Around
the office, Steven is known for his strong work ethic and
willingness to do whatever it takes to get the job done. He
says those qualities were instilled in him by his grandparents
who also taught him the importance of having a good attitude and serving the community. When Steve isn’t working
with business leaders in Carbondale, he serves on several
committees working to attract businesses and residents to
Southern Illinois. FUN FACTS: Steven says his secret talent is
cooking. If he could learn to do anything, it would be woodworking. He added that the coolest celebrity he has met was
John Malkovich, who is from Steven’s hometown of Benton!
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AT THE HEART OF CARBONDALE

THE CARBONDALE CIVIC CENTER
618.457.3209 www.explorecarbondale.com
200 S. Illinois Avenue, Carbondale

Recycling Reminder

Space Heater Safety
The National Fire Protection Association reports that heating equipment, such
as space heaters, is the second-leading
cause of home fires in the U.S. Portable
space heaters have become a popular
way to supplement central heating. More
than half (53%) of all home heating fire
deaths resulted from fires that began
when heating equipment was too close to
things that can burn, such as upholstered
furniture, clothing, mattresses or bedding.
If you plan to use portable electric heaters, make sure to follow
these tips and recommendations provided by NFPA:




Purchase a heater with the seal of a qualified testing laboratory.




Choose a heater with a thermostat and overheat protection.



Keep space heaters out of the way of foot traffic. Never block an

Keep the heater in a “kid-free zone”, at least 3 feet away from
anything that can burn.
Make sure your heater has an auto shut-off to turn the heater off
if it tips over.
exit.



Plug the heater directly into the wall outlet. Never use an
extension cord.



Space heaters should be turned off and unplugged when you
leave the room or go to bed.
For more portable heater safety information, visit National Fire Protection Association at www.nfpa.org or contact Carbondale Fire Department Administration at 618-457-3234.

FEBRUARY 2020 CALENDER
Day/Date

Meeting

Time

The following meetings will be held at the Carbondale Civic Center, 200 S. Illinois
Ave., and televised live on www.explorecarbondale.com

Tues/11th & 25th
Wed/ 5th & 19th

City Council
Planning Commission

6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Other Scheduled Meetings at the Carbondale Civic Center, 200 S. Illinois Ave.

Mon/3rd
Mon/10th
Thurs/6th
Thurs/20th

Human Relations Commission
Carbondale Park District Board
Liquor Advisory Board
Sustainability Commission

5.00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6.00 p.m.

Scheduled Meetings at Other Locations

Wed/12th

Library Board of Trustees

4:30 p.m.

Conference Room 405 West Main St.

Thurs/20th

Carbondale HS District #165

7:00 p.m.

CCHS Cafeteria, 1301 East Walnut St.

Thurs/27th

Carbondale Elementary School Dist. #95 7:00 p.m.
Carbondale Elementary School
Administrative Center
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The City of Carbondale, Keep
Carbondale Beautiful, and Southern Recycling Center work together to ensure proper recycling
throughout the City. We are fortunate to have municipal curbside
collection, city drop-off bins, and
Southern Recycling Center as

options for recycling., but it's important to know what you're really able to recycle. Often we think
we're doing the right thing by
putting everything in the recycling bin -- including some things
that are not recyclable locally:
yogurt cups, plastic food contain-

ers, styrofoam, for example.
These non-recyclable products
are considered contamination
and need to go to the landfill instead. This flyer will guide you to
what you can and can't recycle. If
in doubt, call the numbers on this
flyer for assistance.

Visit us online: explorecarbondale.com
Community Resource Directory
Water/Sewer/Refuse
City of Carbondale…………………………….(618) 457-3265
Emergency Hotline ………………………...…(618) 529-1731

Electricity
Ameren Illinois …………………………….… (888) 789-2477
Egyptian Electric …………………….……..…(618) 684-2143

Natural Gas
Ameren Illinois ………………….…………... (888) 789-2477

Telephone
Frontier Communications …………………. (877) 461-4088
Medicom Communication ………………... (855) 633-4226

Television and Internet
Frontier Communications ………………....(877) 461-4088
Medicom Communications ………………...(855) 633-4226
DirecTV ……………………………………...…(877) 644-1928
Dish Network ……………………………….…(855) 633-4226

Driver’s License
Outdoor warning sirens are tested on the first
Tuesday of each month at 10 a.m. During inclement weathers, sirens will not be tested. If a
siren is sounded other than during a scheduled
test, this alarm indicates an actual emergency.
Remember that a watch means that conditions
are favorable for severe weather to develop and
a warning means that severe weather is occurring and you should take shelter immediately.
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Illinois Secretary of State ………………...…(618) 457-0488

Rail Service
Amtrak …………………………………….…. (800) 872-7245

Motor Carrier
Greyhound Bus Line …………………….…...(618) 549-3495
Jackson County Mass transit ……………....(618) 549-0304
Saluki Express ……………………….…….... (618) 536-3351
West Bus Service …………………..………....(618) 549-3913

Air Service
Southern Illinois Airport ………………...….(618) 529-1721
Veterans Airport of Southern Illinois ...….(618) 993-3353

