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Carbondale Police Officers present check
to the Boys and Girls Club of Carbondale

www.explorecarbondale.com

Mayor’s Corner

Highlighting the City’s progress

Mayor John M. Henry

The Carbondale Police Officer’s Association Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 192 and staff at the Carbondale
Police Department presented a $1,200 check to the Boys and Girls Club of Carbondale, thanks to a special
fundraiser. To participate, each officer donated $50 to grow a beard from November 1- February 28.

As I have said before, “ We
have a great City Council that
works hard and understands the
value of compromise. Our City
staff and employees are second
to none. Everyone is working
together to get things done – to
move Carbondale forward. Our
citizens are engaged in the process and know they will be given
a chance to be heard.”
The City’s budget is currently
one of our top priorities. Our new
budget year begins May 1. That is

just four short months away.
The budget process is, at best,
very difficult, due in part to the
continued uncertainties of funding coming from the state of
Illinois.
There is, again, the very real
possibility that the state will
demand higher contributions to
the state’s pension system while
at the same time, reducing their
payments to us.
General Fund Revenues come
from the Local Government Distributive Fund (which is a share of
the income taxes that you and I
pay to the state), local sales taxes,
and from other sources such as
taxes on prepared food and beverage, package liquor, entertainment, gaming, etc.
Recently, your City Council voted unanimously for no
increase in real estate taxes that
are levied by the City.
Incidentally, the city ’s current real estate tax on a $150,000
home is approximately $145.
Staff is currently drafting
a proposed budget and will be
sending it to the City Council as it
becomes available.
My best wishes to each of you
for 2019!

Carbondale Warming Center to Open
In December, representatives
from the Carbondale Interfaith
Council, Carbondale Public Library,
Good Samaritan House, Southern Illinois Coalition for the Homeless, Jackson County Health Department, Centerstone, Sparrow Coalition, and the
City of Carbondale announced plans
to open a temporary emergency
warming center. The location for the
temporary warming center was finalized to 705 E College St.

The center officially opened on
January 19, currently operating from
8 p.m.-8a.m. until April 1. The center
has provided warm sleeping space
for people who are homeless in Carbondale, rather than offering regionwide service. The center is professionally staffed by paid employees
as well as unpaid volunteers. All volunteers and employees have been
trained in de-escalation and bloodborne pathogen prevention. Staff

and volunteers were offered a free
hepatitis A vaccination. The center
has security 24/7. Potential volunteers may reach out to the Southern
Illinois Coalition for the Homeless.
People needing a warm place to
stay in the meantime should contact
the Good Samaritan House at (618)
457-5794. To learn more about the
project, or to make a donation, visit
https://carbondalewarmingcenter.
weebly.com/.

Carbondale City Council Meeting Schedule
February / March 2019
February 12

Regular City Council Meeting

March 12

Regular City Council Meeting

March 26

Regular City Council Meeting

City Speaks

Featured Employee of the
Month: Christi Green

#CarbondaleProud
By Steven Mitchell

Department: Finance
Title: Purchase/Risk Management Specialist
Q: What’s your secret
talent no one knows
about?
Answer: Very athletic
and a skilled contractor

Q: How do you define
success?
Answer: Hard work
and a strong work
ethic

Q: What are you
passionate about?
Answer: My
grandchildren

2019 Meet the Mayor Schedule
The City of Carbondale is excited to announce the 2019 “Meet the
Mayor” schedule.
Sessions will be held every month on Thursday. Times will alternate
between 8:30-9:30 a.m. and 1:30-2:30 p.m. Citizens will have the opportunity to talk to Carbondale Mayor John “Mike” Henry, Carbondale City Manager Gary Williams and a Carbondale City Council member at various eateries throughout the city.
The locations will be as follows:
Date

Location

Time

January 10
February 7
March 7
April 4
May 2
June 6
July 11
August 8
September 5
October 3
November 7
December 5

Quatro’s
Neighborhood Co-op Grocery
Italian Village
Kroger Starbucks
Fazoli’s
Harbaugh’s
Dairy Queen
McDonald’s (East Main Street)
Longbranch
Common Grounds
Keepers Quarters
Gloria Jean’s Coffees
(special time due to mall hours)

1:30-2:30 p.m.
8:30-9:30 a.m.
1:30-2:30 p.m.
8:30-9:30 a.m.
1:30-2:30 p.m.
8:30-9:30 a.m.
1:30-2:30 p.m.
8:30-9:30 a.m.
1:30-2:30 p.m.
8:30-9:30 a.m.
1:30-2:30 p.m.
9:30-10:30 a.m.

We Are Social! Like Us, Follow Us, Watch Us, Talk to Us
Follow us on
@ExploreCarbondale (YouTube & Facebook) @Carbondale (Twitter)
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“Sometimes the simplest ideas
can make the biggest impact.”
Those were the words of a local
community leader and supporter
of a grassroots effort that is taking
shape in and around Carbondale. It
has been spreading positive information and news about the community throughout social media. And it
seems to be to overwhelming much
of the pessimism we see on social
media with a sense of optimism.
Search for #CarbondaleProud on
social media and you’ll find hundreds of people pointing out the
great things that are going on in
town. And it’s not just local residents that are getting involved.
Local businesses have stepped
up and are supporting the effort
with their time, talent and products
or services. A logo has been developed, window stickers, t-shirts and
other products have been produced
as the idea has caught on.
#CarbondaleProud seems to have
struck a nerve in the community. Its
growth indicates that there are more
people who want to be part of the
solution than there are those who
wish to spread negativity.
But why is this important?
Today, many people use social
media to get their news and their
views about any given topic. When
discouraging perceptions about Car-

bondale – rather than the reality
of Carbondale – overwhelm social
media, it can be a barrier to the community’s improvement. Even though
the reality may be very different, perceptions can be a big deal, because
sometimes perception is reality.
And negative perceptions can be
damaging. For instance, when people consider moving their families
to the area, sending their children
to SIU, or investing in a business in
town, they research the community.
If the only comments they see from
local residents are negative, it paints
a miserable picture.
But when a community’s residents have pride in the place they
call home, it is clear to the outside
world that it is a community worth
investing in. It is obvious that residents are taking the time and making the effort to roll up their sleeves
and improve their communities.
When others see this, they want to
become a part of it.
When prospec tive SIU students visit Carbondale, or research
us online, they will find residents
that are proud of who they are and
proud of their community. When
people who already live here or
are considering moving here see
government, businesses and residents working together, they feel a
greater sense of community.
Businesses who are looking to
come to Carbondale see a stronger

Steven Mitchell
community.
This is not a grand idea that is
going to alter the direction of the
City or cause a massive increase in
student enrollment at SIU – it is a
very simple idea that could change
the way people look at Carbondale.
It is not an expensive marketing
campaign, but a grassroots effort
started by people who love their
town and want to be a part of the
solution, rather than part of the
problem. #CarbondaleProud. Help
spread the word, because community pride can be contagious.
There are exciting opportunities available for your business in
the City of Carbondale. If you’re
interested in doing business in Carbondale, feel free to contact Carbondale’s Economic D evelopment Director Steven Mitchell at
(618) 457-3286 or steven.mitchell@
explorecarbondale.com.

Historic Preservation Award Nominations due
Monday, March 4, 2019
The City of Carbondale Preservation Commission is
honored to sponsor the 14th Annual Historic Preservation Awards. Any property located within Carbondale city
limits is eligible for a Historic Preservation Award. Carbondale residents are invited to submit nominations for
any property that they feel is deserving of an award.
Property nominations are accepted in one of four categories:
• Preservation — This includes buildings that have
been kept in their original architectural
style and are being used for their original purpose.
• Restoration — Properties that have been restored to
their original style or appearance.
• Sympathetic Addition — Construction of an addition to an existing structure that is consistent with the
original architectural style of the structure.

• Compatible New Construction — Any new structure
that is consistent with the original architectural style of
the neighborhood or that utilizes historic building materials and techniques.
Anyone can nominate a property; however owners are encouraged to nominate their own property.
The award winners will be recognized at a City Council meeting in May in association with National Preservation Month. Nomination forms are available in the Planning Services Division Office in City Hall or can be found
online at www.explorecarbondale.com. Please submit all
applications by 4:30 p.m. on Monday, March 4, 2019.
For further information on the Historic Preservation
Awards or any other activities of the City of Carbondale
Preservation Commission, contact the Planning Services
Division at 457 3248.

Carbondale welcomes new employee: Preliminary Site Plan
Sharonda
of Founder’s Park
Cawthon
Sharonda was born and raised on
the south side of Chicago, Illinois.
She graduated from Southern
Illinois University of Carbondale
in University Studies. Welcome
to Carbondale’s Maintenance and
Environmental Services!

Carbondale Park District Upcoming Events
Lifeguard Training
The Carbondale Park District has scheduled a Lifeguard certification class during Spring Break.
Participants who successfully complete this course
receive certification in American Red Cross Lifeguard
Training, First Aid, and AED/CPR for the Professional Rescuer. Class will meet 30 – 36 hours. Participants must
attend all scheduled meetings.
Participants must be age 15 by last day of class
(must show proof ), swim 300 yards using only breast
and front crawl strokes with proper breathing and
coordination, complete deep water brick retrieval, and
demonstrate legs only treading water.
The cost is $175.00, $25.00 nonrefundable deposit
due upon registration. The remaining $150.00 is due
upon successful completion of Pretest. Class will meet
at the LIFE Community Center, March 11-14, from 8:00
am – 5:00 pm with a lunch break each day.
Youth Swims
The Julle Illner Memorial Pool will be open for a
Youth Swim on February 18 and March 12 & 14, 2019
from 1:00 – 3:00 pm. The pool will be open and the
inflatable slide available for use on February 16 and
March 16, 2019, from 3:00 – 5:00 pm. Swimmers under
the age of 18 years must pass the Deep Water Swim

test to use the inflatable slide. Flotation devices are not
allowed on the inflatable slide. All regular pool fees and
rules apply.
Babysitting Training
This training can help you gain the skills you need
to take care of the kids in your neighborhood when
their parents cannot be with them. Created for young
babysitters, our training gives you the opportunity to
sharpen your skills and become a safe, reliable babysitter. Lunch is provided. The fee is $40.00 (Resident
$32.00). Class meets February 18, from 9:00 am – 4:00
pm. The program is designed for ages 11 - 17 years.
T-ball Skills Clinic
The participants are taught the fundamentals of
T-ball that includes fielding (grounders and flies); throwing and catching; running bases; playing various positions; and hitting. Children need to wear closed shoes
that they can easily run in; no flip flops, sandals, or clogs.
The clinic meets Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays
from March 25 to April 12 from 5:00 – 6:00 pm at the
Superblock (Field # 5). The cost is $30.00 (Resident $24.00).
For more information or to register for a class, call 618549-4222.

Fresh Fitness Returns to Winter Farmer’s Market
The City of Carbondale, Carbondale Park District and SIU Rec Center are excited to announce Fresh
Fitness will return to Carbondale
Community High School this winter. The group fitness classes will be
held every Saturday from January
5-March 30 from 10-11 a.m. during
the Winter Farmer’s Market.
Southern Illinois University Fitness Instructors will teach a variety of cardio and strength training
classes throughout the 13 week program. No experience is necessary.

Participants are encouraged to wear
comfortable clothes and bring a
water bottle, towel and/or yoga mat.
A cash donation of $5 is suggested.

If you have questions or would
like more information, contact Carbondale Public Relations Officer
Amy Fox at (618) 559-1939.

The Founders’ Park Committee meets monthly to plan for the development of the park. These meetings are open to the public. If you are interested in attending an upcoming meeting or would like to provide feedback,
please contact Megan Brightharp in Planning and Development Management at mbrightharp@explorecarbondale.com or (618) 457-3258

Celebrating our past and looking
toward the future at SIU
As students return to campus for 2019, SIU is looking forward to an
exhilarating new year. Dr. John Dunn is officially taking the helm to help
move the university forward in its academic reorganization efforts.
“Dr. Dunn will bring to his interim role significant higher education leadership experience as well as knowledge of SIU. I am grateful that he has
accepted the opportunity to lead our continued progress as we enter our
150th year,” Interim System President Dr. J. Kevin Dorsey said.
Dunn has an impressive resume, most recently retiring from a successful
presidency at Western Michigan University. He is also a familiar face at SIU,
having served as provost and vice chancellor for academic affairs from 2002
to 2006 and as interim chancellor in 2006-2007.
Dunn’s appointment comes during an exciting time for SIU. This year
marks our 150th Anniversary celebration, which will kick off with the Day of
Giving March 6. The celebration is going to be carried throughout the year
with a commemorative book release, special 150th-themed homecoming
celebration, museum exhibits and much more.
Keep an eye on 150.siu.edu for more information about the amazing
speakers, celebrations and more exciting events we have planned to mark
this historic milestone. We can’t wait to celebrate with you!
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WHAT’S GOING ON

On January 8th, the Council recognized retired Firefighter Teresa Richards and Carbondale Police Lt. Mark Goddard.

In December, City employees Gary Williams,
Sean Pickford, Steve Mitchell, David Wessel,
Brandon Woudenberg, and Bill Dailey
assisted Habitat for Humanity on 507 North
Carico Street. This lot was donated to the
organization by City Council.
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IN CARBONDALE

The Lights Contest Winner - 804 W. Cherry Street.

The Lights Contest Winner - 207 & 209 S. Glenview Drive.

The Lights Contest Winner - 501 Deer Lake Drive W.

The Lights Contest Business Winner - Century Assisted Living.

The Lights Contest Honorable Mention Karen Engelmann of 2604 W.
Sunset Drive.

Bell Ringing for the Salvation Army
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Featured Employee of the
Month: Laura Chamness

WHAT’S GOING ON

Department: Civic Center
Title: Coordinator
Q: If you could visit
anywhere in the
world you’ve never
been, where would
you go?
Answer: The southern
region of France

Q: Who is the coolest
celebrity you’ve ever
met?
Answer:
Photographer Eddie
Adams

Q: What was the best
concert you ever
attended?
Answer: Dave
Matthews Band

Save the Date!

The City of Carbondale was recognized by the Illinois Department of Human Rights in Chicago for their
outstanding commitment to the Fairness and Equality Campaign. A campaign that sought to secure the
participation of local units of government interested in reaffirming the Illinois’ rich history of valuing
diversity, promoting inclusion and conscientiously working to end discrimination.

Carbondale Main Street’s

Annual Night Out
March 14, 2019
$40.00 a ticket for drinks, dinner, and
a 2019 cheers to downtown!

See you
at the
Varsity!

Visit carbondalemainstreet.com
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Jackson County Humane Society and Wright-way Shelter received a recycling bin full of food, treats,
toys, leashes and goodies for the shelters cats and dogs, and $408.00 from donations that were raised at
last year’s Pet Expo. This was all made possible by the public being so supportive and vendors taking a
Saturday to support the Pet Expo.

IN CARBONDALE

FEBRUARY 2019 CALENDAR
Day/Date
Meeting
Time
The following meetings will be held at the Carbondale Civic Center, 200 S. Illinois Ave.,
and televised live on www.explorecarbondale.com.

Tues/12th
Wed/20th

City Council
Planning Commission

6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Other Scheduled Meetings at the Carbondale Civic Center, 200 South Illinois Ave.

Mon/4th
Thurs/7th
Thurs/21st

Human Relations Commission
Liquor Advisory Board
Sustainability Commission

5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Scheduled Meetings at Other Locations

Wed/13th
Thurs/21st
Thurs/28th

City employee kicked off the basketball season for First Terrier Spirit Day with the
Carbondale Terriers playing against Centralia.

Library Board of Trustees
4:30 p.m.
Conference Room, 405 West Main St.
Carbondale High School District #165
7:00 p.m.
CCHS Cafeteria, 1301 East Walnut St.
Carbondale Elementary School Dist. #95 7:00 p.m.
Carbondale Elementary School
Administrative Center

MARCH 2019 CALENDAR
Day/Date
Meeting
Time
The following meetings will be held at the Carbondale Civic Center, 200 S. Illinois Ave.,
and televised live on www.explorecarbondale.com.

Tues/12th & 26th City Council
Wed/6th & 20th Planning Commission

6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Other Scheduled Meetings at the Carbondale Civic Center, 200 South Illinois Ave.

Mon/4th
Thurs/7th
Thurs/21st

Human Relations Commission
Liquor Advisory Board
Sustainability Commission

5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Scheduled Meetings at Other Locations

Wed/13th
Thurs/21st
Thurs/28th

Green Earth held a ribbon cutting for the grand opening of their new ADA-friendly
trail and pedestrian bridge at Chautauqua Bottoms.

Library Board of Trustees
4:30 p.m.
Conference Room, 405 West Main St.
Carbondale High School District #165
7:00 p.m.
CCHS Cafeteria, 1301 East Walnut St.
Carbondale Elementary School Dist. #95 7:00 p.m.
Carbondale Elementary School
Administrative Center

Outdoor warning sirens are tested on the first Tuesday of each month
at 10:00 a.m. During inclement weather, sirens will not be tested.
If a siren is sounded other than during a scheduled test, this alarm
indicates an actual emergency. Remember that a watch
means that conditions are favorable for severe weather
to develop and a warning means that severe weather
is occurring and you should take shelter immediately.
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Earthquakes and Preparedness
Some of the largest earthquakes
ever recorded in North America
rocked the mostly rural central U.S.
between December 1811 and February 1812, including parts of southern Illinois located in the New Madrid
Seismic Zone. The strongest earthquakes in this series were estimated
to be around magnitude 8.0, and
were felt as far away as the East Coast.
A similar earthquake now would
cause widespread devastation to

buildings, utilities, roads, bridges and
other infrastructure, as well as result
in many injuries and deaths.
Remember to DROP, COVER and
HOLD ON when you feel the ground
shaking. DROP down to the floor, take
COVER under a sturdy desk, table or
other furniture, and HOLD ON to the
furniture item and be prepared to
move with it until the shaking ends.
There are several steps people
can take to help prevent injuries and

SPACE HEATER SAFETY

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC)
estimates that from 2008 to 2010, portable electric heaters were involved in approximately 1,200 fires per year.
Portable electric heaters are high-wattage appliances
that have the potential to ignite nearby combustible
materials like curtains, beds, sofas, paper, clothing, and
flammable liquids. If ignition results from a heater left on
and unattended, a major fire could result.
CPSC recommends the following for the safe use of
electric heaters:
• Never operate a heater you suspect is damaged.
Before use, inspect the heater, cord, and plug for damage.
Following all operation and maintenance instructions.
Visit www.cpsc.gov or www.saferproducts.gov to see if
your electric heater has been recalled.
• Never leave the heater operating while unattended, or
while you are sleeping.
• Keep combustible materials such as beds, sofas, cur-

Severe Weather

Preparing for floods, tornadoes
and severe thunderstorms before
they strike will help you stay safe
throughout the year. Many of the
floods and tornadoes reported in
Illinois during the past four years
occurred in either fall or winter,
including the deadly tornadoes on
February 28, 2017. These weather
events have proven that we need to
be “Weather Ready” in Illinois at all
times.
Thunderstorms develop in warm,
moist air in advance of eastward

tains, papers, and clothes at least 3 feet from the front,
sides, and rear of the heater.
• Be sure the heater plug fits tightly into the wall outlet.
If not, do not use the outlet to power the heater.
• During use, check frequently to determine if the
heater plug or cord, wall outlet, or faceplate is hot. If
any of these are hot, disconnect the heater, and have it
inspected/repaired by an authorized repair person.
• Never power the heater with an extension cord or
power strip.
• Insure that the heater is placed on a stable, level surface, and located where it will not be knocked over.
• Never run the heater’s cord under rugs or carpeting. This
can damage the cord, causing it and nearby objects to burn.
• To prevent electric shocks and electrocutions, always
keep electric heaters away from water, and never touch
an electric heater if you are wet.
For more portable electric heater safety information, contact the Carbondale Fire Department at 457-3234 or visit the
CPSC website at www.cpsc.gov or saferproducts.gov.

moving cold fronts. These thunderstorms often produce hail, strong
winds, and tornadoes. A tornado is
a violent rotating column of air
extending from a thunderstorm to
the ground. Tornadoes can be almost
invisible, marked only by swirling
debris at the base of the funnel. Some
are composed of several mini-funnels.
The damage from a tornado is a result
of the high wind speeds and windblown debris. Tornado season is generally March through May in Illinois,
although tornadoes can and do occur
at any time of the year. They tend to
occur in the afternoons and evenings

CITY OF CARBONDALE
200 South Illinois Avenue
P.O. Box 2047
Carbondale, Illinois 62902-2047
(618) 549-5302
The Carbondale Communiqué is written by the City of Carbondale
to provide residents and businesses with municipal news.
For More Information on City Government visit:
www.explorecarbondale.com
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property damage at home, such as
strapping water heaters and large
appliances to wall studs, anchoring
overhead fans and light fixtures, and
securing cabinet doors with latches.
For additional earthquake preparedness information, contact the
Carbondale Office of Emergency
Management at 457-3245, or visit
the Illinois Emergency Management
Agency (IEMA) website at www.
Ready.Illinois.gov.

Glorious Galas to Cozy Gatherings

Your event can
come to life.
Whatever the occasion, we have the space you need.
Offering the latest in state-of-the-art services, allwoing you
to conduct successful and efficient meetings, along with
eloquent and beautiful receptions.

with 50% occurring between 3 p.m.
and 7 p.m. Illinois averages 64 tornadoes per year. Illinois has experienced two of the worst tornadoes in
the nation’s history, one of them the
infamous Tri-State tornado of March
18, 1925, with 695 dead, 2000 injured,
and $130 million in property damage.
For additional severe weather
preparedness information, contact the Carbondale Office of Emergency Management at 457-3245,
or visit the Illinois Emergency Management Agency (IEMA) website at
www.Ready.Illinois.gov for a detailed
Severe Weather Preparedness Guide.

John M. Henry, Mayor
Jessica Bradshaw, Councilwoman
Jeff Doherty, Councilman
Tom Grant, Councilman
Carolin Harvey, Councilwoman
Navreet Kang, Councilman
Adam Loos, Councilman
Gary Williams, City Manager

AT THE HEART OF CARBONDALE

THE CARBONDALE CIVIC CENTER
618.457.3209 • www.explorecarbondale.com
200 S. Illinois Avenue, Carbondale

