
The summer construction season is
providing much activity in Carbondale as the
community continues to witness steady
growth and expansion. Looking around the
City you will notice  new commercial
developments, community infrastructure
improvements, streetscape beautification
developments, as well as new housing being
constructed.

Driving through town you can’t help but
notice the project development of the First
Southern Bank and Commercial Complex,
and the construction of the Advance Auto
Parts store. Combined with the addition of the
Save-A-Lot grocery store, these facilities will
provide additional services in the center of
the community.  Construction of the 13, 500
sq.ft. First Southern Bank is on schedule for an
August completion.  Nearby, Advance Auto is
building a 7,000 sq. ft. retail store at 304 E.
Walnut Street, and is expected to have a
ribbon cutting for this new business in late
summer.

The City’s extension of water and sewer
lines into the Route 13/Reed Station Road
area has resulted in residential and
commercial growth in that area. Two exciting
projects are currently under construction.
Development of a five-story, 100 room full
service Holiday Inn Conference Center in the
Reed Station Crossing commercial complex,
which is expected to be completed in late
winter of 2006, will be a new landmark for
Carbondale’s eastern edge. Further south on
Reed Station Road, Neon Internet/School
Center, a fast-growing, technology-based
firm, represents a particularly exciting
development for the region.

Summer always brings road construction
projects. The Illinois Department of
Transportation began work on westbound
and eastbound Illinois Route 13 in early June.
Work on westbound Illinois 13 begins just
west of Lewis Lane and extends to just east of
McKinney Drive (the main entrance to the
University Mall). Work on eastbound Illinois
Route 13 begins just east of  Giant City Road
and extends to the Jackson-Williamson
County Line. Work involves patching and
resurfacing the highway, which will require
reducing traffic flow to one lane in each
direction at times. 

New Era Road, from Route 13 to Glenn
Road, will be under construction through the
fall of 2005. This project will improve a well
traveled road in a growing section of the
community.  Due to the total reconstruction

of the road, road closures will be common
and motorists are advised to seek alternative
routes. 

By August, the City expects construction to
begin on Reed Station Road from Route 13 to
1,500 feet north of the intersection. Road
closures will also be common and motorists
are advised to seek alternative routes.  

Residents on Gary Drive, East Grand
Avenue, Liberty Lane and Drury Lane will
have their oil and chip streets resurfaced with
bituminous material this summer. This project
is the prelude to the Mayor’s Comprehensive
Street Improvement Program that will
resurface all of the oil and chip streets in
Carbondale during 2006 and 2007.

The Town Square’s landscaping has long
been a bright spot in the center of Carbondale
thanks to the help of Carbondale Main Street.
Now, Friendship Plaza also adds a beautiful
green space in the Downtown district, at the
northeast corner of South Illinois Avenue and
Mill Street. Also, key intersections on Main
and Walnut streets have been accentuated
with  flower pots and planting areas. In
addition, Carbondale’s new welcome signs
provide a nicely landscaped attractive
entrance to all sides of the City.

Forty new homes have been constructed in
Carbondale during the past year, double the
annual average new home construction in
prior years. The increase is the direct result of
the incentives offered in Mayor Cole’s New
Home Ownership Program. Three new
subdivisions have been approved that will
provide additional new homes in the coming
year. Parson’s Addition is located between
Kennicott and Rigdon streets, west of Almond
Street. Imperium Subdivision, is located south
of Streigel Road, west of New Era Road.
Timber Ridge Subdivision is located east of
Harmony Lane, south of Illinois Route 13
East.

Corresponding with the new economic
development in the community, Carbondale
has seen sales tax receipts for the 12 month
period ending in April 2005, which
corresponds with the City’s 2005 fiscal year,
finish with a growth of 4.5% over the
previous year. Carbondale is the only
community in the region that has sustained
this level of retail growth recently.

The steady growth in Carbondale will
continue throughout 2005 with community
infrastructure improvements, new
commercial developments and new housing
being constructed.

Since I began this term as mayor, one of
the issues I have concentrated on is
rebuilding our Sister City relationships (we
have two: Shimla, India and Nakajo,
Japan) and giving the necessary respect
and recognition to the large international
population that calls Carbondale home.
No where else in southern Illinois is there
a community as diverse as ours, and we
are rightly proud of that characteristic.

Last month I had the unique and special
opportunity to participate in the 23rd
Annual Manfred Woerner Seminar,
sponsored by the German Marshall Fund
(GMF) of the United States.  Along with
fourteen other young American leaders, I
was chosen to meet and join with a dozen
of our German counterparts in studying
German-American and European-

American relations.  The group spent ten
days together in various German cities, as
well as two days in Brussels, Belgium, at
NATO Headquarters.

Our program was designed to improve
international relations and provide a more
in-depth and better understanding of
transatlantic issues.  Coordinated and
arranged by GMF staff and the German
Bundeswehr (national military), our
schedule included opportunities to meet
with local business and civic leaders,
military personnel and command officers,
current and former German elected
officials (including Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder), and many other people from
ordinary to extra-ordinary.

While the connection to this program
from Carbondale, Illinois may seem like
something of a stretch, the overall goal of
establishing and building new
relationships among the leaders of
tomorrow is clear and was present at all
times.  The friendships among the
participants that were forged will be
lifelong and some may reach levels higher
than the seminar’s normal mark.  This was
the true success of the program and credit
is due to everyone involved.

It is worthwhile to note that as a follow-
up to my trip overseas, plans are already in
place to host a group of German military
youth information officers in Carbondale
this fall, when they are touring the United
States and will be at nearby Scott Air Force
Base.  I’m sure the community will join me
in welcoming them and showing-off the
Capital of Southern Illinois.

Brad Cole, Bürgermeister
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At its spring membership meeting held in
Marion, Illinois, Carbondale Mayor Brad Cole
was elected to serve as President of the
Southern Illinois Mayors Association. 

The Southern Illinois Mayors Association
was established in 1975 to emphasize the
theme of cooperation among area
communities in solving common issues and
voicing concerns in the state capital.

Mayor Cole’s term as President of the
association begins this month, when
Kinmundy Mayor Elwyn Cheatum completes
his current year in the position. Joining Mayor
Cole on the newly formed Executive
Committee of the Board of Directors will be
Mayor Charles A. Crowder of Flora as Vice
President and Mayor Ricky J. Gottman of

Vandalia as Secretary/Treasurer.   
Mayor Cole said his new position will be

beneficial to Carbondale since it is a member
city of the organization, but the goal is to
address the overriding issues of the 125 other
municipalities that are also members.

"This is a great opportunity to lead a group
of dedicated public officials from throughout
the region," said Mayor Cole. "The Southern
Illinois Mayors Association is positioned to be
very active in advocating for local
communities’ needs and maintaining a voice
in legislative affairs with the state and
national governments. I intend to work hard
towards heightening our prominence and
growing our membership."

Mayor Cole Elected to Lead Southern Illinois
Mayors Association

Construction Continues 
to Boost the Local Economy

City of Carbondale is Rated "Excellent" 
in Financial Reporting

A Certificate of Achievement for
Excellence in Financial Reporting has been
awarded the City of Carbondale by the
Government Finance Officers Association of
the United States and Canada (GFOA) for its
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report
(CAFR) for the Fiscal Year ended April 30,
2004. The Certificate of Achievement is the
highest form of recognition in the area of
governmental accounting and financial
reporting, and its attainment represents a
significant accomplishment by a government
and its management. The City of Carbondale
has received this recognition from GFOA for
thirteen (13) consecutive years.

In addition, Finance Director Ernie
Tessone received the Award of Financial
Reporting Achievement as the individual
responsible for preparing the award winning
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report.

The City's Annual Financial Report has
been judged by an impartial panel to meet
the high standards of the program including
demonstrating a constructive "spirit of full

disclosure" to clearly communicate its
financial story and motivate potential users
and user groups to read the report.

"The receipt of this recognition once again
illustrates the professional financial
management of the City of Carbondale,"
Mayor Brad Cole said.

City Manager Jeff Doherty said, "We are
very proud that the City of Carbondale
continues to be recognized by other
government finance professionals for our
financial management."

Carbondale was the only Illinois unit of
government south of Springfield to receive
the Certificate of Achievement for Excellence
in Financial Reporting this year. A total of
223 units of government and governmental
related agencies in Illinois received the
certificate this year.

The Government Finance Officers
Association of the United States and Canada
is a nonprofit professional association
serving approximately 16,000 government
finance professionals in North America.


