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Development Reaches All Time High
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Mayor’s Corner
City Officials and Staff
Extend a Warm Welcome
to New Students and
Residents

After a year of construction, the much-anticipated development is finally ready for business as ‘an
anchor’ at the south end of Illinois Avenue.
From street repairs to landscaping, to construction of new buildings
and parking lots, construction and
development activity in the downtown has reached large proportions.
Although construction can cause
some minor inconveniences for patrons it defines true progress for the
community and every effort is being made to accommodate parking
and other minor inconveniences that
may occur over the coming months.
Recently completed resurfacing of
University and Illinois Avenues in the
immediate downtown area not only made streets more attractive but
the addition of bike lanes makes the
streets more inviting to the biking
community. Bike lanes have been
added in other parts of the community as well, and will soon be completed by University Mall.
The most visible change to downtown is the completion of the Evolve
building which has resulted in increased foot traffic in the downtown
area. This new complex provides over
6,000 square feet of retail space, over
70 indoor/outdoor parking spaces and 350 units of housing for both
students and non-students. With its

opening in August the property is
nearly at capacity and the addition
of new businesses at street level are
planned to arrive this fall.
Just north of Evolve, a new restaurant is under construction on the site
formerly known as the American Tap.
Although the name and genre of
the restaurant have yet to be determined, it will surely add to the variety
of choices within the downtown.
The City will soon begin the construction of a new parking lot in the
600-700 blocks of Illinois Avenue behind Reema’s Indian Restaurant and
Fat Patties bar and grill. Phase 1 of the
project will provide 70 spaces and is
expected to be completed by early
fall. Phase 2 of the project will add another 40 spaces and connect Phase 1
to College Street. The timeframe for
this part of the project is still pending.
The latest news for downtown is
the announcement of the construction of a new Home 2, Hilton brand
hotel. The 85-room multi-story building will be located south of City Hall
and across from the Amtrak station.
The Home 2 brand is based on an urban model with approximately 35%
of the rooms designed for extended

stay visitors. The need for this type of
accommodations was one of the findings of the Downtown Advisory Committee during their preliminary work
in the creation of a new Downtown
Master Plan. The hotel is in the site design phase and construction is anticipated to begin as early as September.
In this issue of the Communique
you will find a map of all of the available downtown parking sites, prepared compliments of the Southern
Illinoisan, to assist you as you head
downtown to shop, dine, meet friends
and attend special events. Carbondale Main Street, Carbondale Tourism,
SIU and other organizations will continue to program events that include
the Brown Bag Concert Series, Jason
Isbell Concert, Carbondale Pumpkin
Race, SIU Homecoming Parade and
the Lights Fantastic 25th Anniversary Parade, while work continues on
downtown improvements this fall.
With all the construction and
events going on in Carbondale, City
officials and staff urge you to come
downtown if you haven’t been here
lately. We think you will be impressed
and hopefully encouraged to become
a part of the rebuilding process.

Welcome all new residents and
students to Carbondale. Carbondale
offers the luxuries people expect in
a large city while maintaining the
comforts and charm of a small town.
In Carbondale you will find abundant housing options for students
through retirement living, state of
the art medical, technical and professional services and facilities, excellent
schools and churches, and outstanding social and cultural activities
sponsored by the community and
University. The City has an expansive
retail district, more than 100 restaurant options, unique specialty shops
in a historic Downtown District, as
well as attractive parks and recreational facilities, all nestled amid the
natural beauty of Southern Illinois.
We invite you to get acquainted
with your City and all of the services
available to you as residents of Carbondale. Through this newsletter,
City staff are dedicated to providing
municipal news to residents of the
community. In every issue you will
find information on services available, as well as announcements and
upcoming events. We also encourage you to visit the Carbondale
Web site explorecarbondale.com for
news and information pertaining to
all areas of City government, as well

Mayor John M. Henry
as links to area organizations and
the abundant resources available in
Southern Illinois.
From the governmental perspective, Carbondale strives to have an
open platform for its citizenry, where
the voices of all residents are heard
and respected. Regular City Council
meetings are held on the lst and 3rd
Tuesdays of each month at 7:00 p.m.
in the Civic Center at 200 South Illinois Avenue. The meetings are also
televised live on the City’s governmental cable channel CityVision 16,
which may be found on Mediacom
Channel 16 and streamed live on the
Web site. City Council recordings are
also available on the City’s Web site.
In this issue I address information
about the City Manager form of government in Carbondale. The Council-Manager form of government has
been adopted in thousands of cities
across the United States since the
1920’s. It is most popular in cities
with populations of 20,000 or more.
continued on page 2

Carbondale City Council Meeting Schedule
All regular meetings begin at 7:00 p.m. and will be held in City Council Chambers at the Carbondale
Civic Center. Any changes to this meeting schedule will be published in accordance with the
Illinois Open Meetings Act. Additional local government meetings are listed on the calendar on page 7.

September / October / November 2015
September 1

October 6

November 3

September 15

October 20

November 17

Regular City Council Meeting
Regular City Council Meeting

Regular City Council Meeting
Regular City Council Meeting

Regular City Council Meeting
Regular City Council Meeting

Keep informed of City News and Events.

www.explorecarbondale.com

Mayor’s Corner continued from page 1
This form of government is generally
implemented as a way to remove
politics from city government. The
Manager refrains from any political
activities related to the municipality. The Mayor and Council members
respect the City Manager as being
solely responsible for the administration of the day-to-day operations
of the city without interference from
the Council Members, bringing professionalism and efficiency to those
operations. The City of Carbondale
adopted the Council-Manager form
in 1966.
How does council-manager government work?
The City Council members represent their community and develop a
long-range vision for its future. They
establish policies that affect the overall operation of the community and
are responsive to residents’ needs
and wishes. To ensure that these policies are carried out and that the
entire community is equitably served,
the governing body appoints a highly trained professional manager on
the basis of his/her education, experience, skills, and abilities (and not their
political allegiances). If the manager
is not responsive to the governing
body, it has the authority to terminate
the manager at any time.
How can council-manager government benefit my community?
A community benefits from the
council-manager form in a number of
important ways:
• Political power is concentrated in
the entire governing body. The mayor
and council share legislative functions.
• Policy making resides with elected officials, while oversight of the
day-to-day operations of the community resides with the manager. In
this way, the elected officials are free
to devote time to policy planning

and development.
• The manager carries out the policies established by the elected governing body with an emphasis on
effective, efficient, and equitable service delivery.
• Because decisions on policy and
the future of the community are
made by the entire governing body
rather than a single individual, council-manager governments more often
engage and involve their residents
in decision making. Residents guide
their community by serving on boards
and commissions, participating in
visioning and strategic planning, and
designing community-oriented local
government services.
• The form is flexible enough to
adapt to local needs and demands.
For example, some communities elect
their councils at large, while others
elect them by district or by a combination of an at-large-and-by-district
system. Also, the mayor can be directly elected by voters or selected by
and from the elected council. In Carbondale, the City Council and Mayor
are elected at large and serve 4-year,
overlapping terms.
What is the role of the manager under
council-manager government?
The manager is hired to serve
the council and the community and
brings to the local government the
benefits of his/her training and experience in administering municipal
projects and programs.
The manager supervises and coordinates the departments, appoints
and removes their directors, recruits,
hires, terminates, and supervises city
staff; prepares a budget for the council’s consideration; serves as the council’s chief advisor; and carries out the
council’s policies. Council members
and residents count on the manager
to provide complete and objective
information about local operations,

Local
Meats &
Veggies!
Seasonal Fruits and Vegetables, Local meats (Pork, Chicken, Bison,
Grass-fed beef), Baked goods, Pastured eggs, Oyster Mushrooms, Perennials,
Bedding Plants (flowers, herbs and vegetables), Native Plants and
Small Trees, Dog Treats and Collars, Homemade Pasta, Jewelry,
Talented Local Artisans, and Homemade Crafts.

Westowne Centre, Route 13 West
Every Saturday 8AM-12PM RAIN OR SHINE • (Behind McDonald’s)

For more information about the market, call 618-833-2769
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discuss the pros and cons of alternatives, and offer an assessment of
the long-term consequences of their
decisions. Appointed managers serve
at the pleasure of the governing
body. They can be terminated by a
majority of the council, consistent
with local laws, or any employment
agreements they may enter into with
the council. The manager makes policy recommendations to the council
for consideration and final decision.
The manager is bound by whatever
action the council takes, and control
is always in the hands of the elected
representatives of the people.
What is the role of the council?
The council is the community’s
legislative and policymaking body.
Power is centralized in the elected
council, which, for example, approves
the budget and determines the tax
rate. The council also focuses on the
community’s goals, major projects,
and such long-term considerations as
community growth, land use development, capital improvement and
financing, and strategic planning.
What is the role of the mayor?
The mayor is the ceremonial head
of the municipality, presides over
council meetings, and appoints members of citizen advisory boards and
commissions (with the advice and
consent of council). A mayor is a key
political and policy leader, represents
the city in intergovernmental relationships, facilitates communication
and understanding between elected
and appointed officials, and assists
the council in setting goals and advo-

cating policy decisions. In Carbondale, the mayor is also voting member
of the city council.
What value does a professional manager contribute to a community?
Professional managers contribute
value to a community because they:
• Work in partnership with elected
officials to develop sound approaches to community challenges by bringing together resources to make the
right things happen and produce
results that matter.
• Bring a community-wide perspective to policy discussions and strive
to connect the past and future while
focusing on the present. They help
the governing body develop the
long-term vision for the community
that provides a framework for policy
development and goal setting.
• Promote ethical government
through commitment to a set of ethical standards that goes beyond those
required by law. Managers who are
members of the International City/
County Managers Association, subscribe to a Code of Ethics, which
requires them to “affirm the dignity
and worth of the services rendered
by government and maintain a deep
sense of social responsibility as a
trusted public servant”.
• Encourage inclusion and build
consensus among diverse interests
(including those of elected officials,
the business community, and citizens) by focusing on the entire community rather than the centralized
interests of one or two individuals.
• Promote equity and fairness by
ensuring that services are fairly distrib-

Carbondale Named a Top Ten
Best Commuter City in Illinois
Carbondale was recently named
a top ten best commuter city in
Illinois. The Obrella Insider released
“The 40 Best and Worst Commuter Cities in Illinois” report on July
16, 2015. To determine the rankings, Obrella analyzed traffic data
from the 2013 U.S. Census Bureau
survey, considering only Illinois
cities whose population exceeded 10,000 at the time of the survey. The survey data identifies 40
Illinois cities where the residents
spend almost 30 percent less time
on the road to the office than most
employed individuals in the state.
According to the report, “The best
commuter cities in Illinois are quite
diverse, but they share one important characteristic -- support for innovative programs that help new and
well-established businesses thrive.
The report indicates that this results

in the creation of local jobs, which
means residents can work close to
home and spend less time commuting.” The report details commuter
data at the city level, including methods of commuting and a breakdown
of commute durations.
The full report and rankings can
be viewed at: http://www.obrella.
com/news/2015/40-best-and-worstcommuter-cities-in-illinois/.
ABOUT OBRELLA
The Obrella Insider analyzes and
reports on everything insurance related, including consumer behavior and
trends. Obrella is a community-focused organization that simplifies and
adds transparency to the insurance
shopping experience by providing
helpful resources and comparing car
insurance provider information.

uted and that administrative decisions
(such as hiring and contracting) are
based on merit rather than favoritism.
• Develop and sustain organizational excellence and promote innovation.
Professional managers focus on efficient and equitable service delivery,
policy implementation, and evaluation. They align the local government’s
administrative systems with the values,
mission, and policy goals defined by
the community and elected officials.
Summation
The Council-Manager form of government relies on each party understanding their roles and respecting
the authority of the other. There is an
implied level of trust between the parties and in the information presented
to the Council by the manager and
staff. The day-to-day operations are
the responsibility of the City Manager and their staff. Department heads
are highly trained professionals with
years of expertise. They are obligated
to adhere to professional standards,
ethical and legal judgments and to
explore all options in any given situation. They are bound to provide the
Council with options and alternatives
and to offer a recommended course
of action when matters of policy are
being discussed and changed.
The Mayor, City Council and City
staff are here to serve you and look
forward to making your acquaintance.
For information about all of the services available to you through the City
of Carbondale, contact the Carbondale
City Hall at 549-5302 or stop by and
visit us at 200 South Illinois Avenue.

10 BEST COMMUTER CITIES
1. Macomb
2. Quincy
3. Effingham
4. Carbondale
5. Charleston
6. Galesburg
7. Champaign
8. Urbana
9. Normal
10. Mattoon
10 WORST COMMUTER CITIES
1. Bolingbrook
2. Wilmette
3. Romeoville
4. New Tier Township
5. Homewood
6. Harvey
7. Plainfield
8. Palos Hills
9. Naperville
10. Lemont

Carbondale Expecting Big Crowds
for Jason Isbell Show
Carbondale Times

Carbondale’s downtown will radically transform for just one night in
early October when the city plays
host to a free concert by rising rock
and country star Jason Isbell.
The Oct. 9 concert, first reported
in the Carbondale Times, will necessitate the closure of South Illinois
Avenue from College to Elm streets,
City Manager Kevin Baity said.
Northbound Illinois Avenue traffic will be detoured at Mill Street.
University Avenue will not be
affected by the show.
“The stage will be set up in the
intersection of Illinois and Cherry
Street,” Baity said in an email to the
Times. “The concert venue area will
be fenced and include Illinois Avenue
from the stage south to Old Town
Liquors and will include the parking
lots of Dairy Queen and the east half
of the Old National Bank.”
In total, organizers are expect-

ing 5,000 to 7,500 people for the
free show, which also will feature
alternative country singer-songwriter
Lydia Loveless. The show is set to run
from 6 to 11 p.m.
Isbell, who last month released
his fifth album, “Something
More Than Free,” is riding a newfound wave of popularity. His new
disc currently sits atop the Billboard rock, country and folk charts.
Isbell has performed in Carbondale
a handful of times over the past few
years, although his star has never
been higher than it is right now.
Curtis Conley, president of the Carbondale Music Coalition, said Isbell
also will give a private show at the
Varsity Center prior to the main concert, and tickets to that VIP show are
still available.
The impending concert follows
another successful event in June,
when the city closed down Monroe
Street near the Carbondale Civic
Center for a live show featuring the

Jason Isbell
Woodbox Gang and Nikki Hill.
“It’s going to be a real special
event,” Conley said of October’s show,
which is being co-sponsored by
Carbondale Tourism.

Interested in Serving on a City Board or Commission?
The Carbondale City government has many citizen boards and commissions that may benefit from your involvement,
including the Planning Commission, the Human Relations Commission, the Library Board of Trustees, the Preservation
Commission and many more. If you are interested in becoming involved in your City government and would like to be
considered for a position on one of the boards or commissions, complete an application and submit it to the Department
of the City Manager at 200 South Illinois Avenue in Carbondale, Illinois 62901 or email the application to commissions@
ci.carbondale.il.us. The application form is available on the City Website explorecarbondale.com.
The following list includes City boards as well as regional boards that the City appoints a representative to:
• Board of Fire and Police
Commissioners
• Building Board of Appeals
• Carbondale Convention and
Tourism Bureau
• Carbondale Information and
Telecommunications Commission
• Community Development and
Loan Grant Review Board

• Electrical Commission
• FireFighters Pension Fund Board
of Trustees
• Human Relations Commission
• Jackson County Emergency
Telephone Services Board
• Library Board
• Liquor Advisory Board
• Personnel Board

• Planning Commission/Zoning
Board of Appeals
• Police Pension Fund Board of
Trustees
• Preservation Commission
• Southern Illinois Airport Authority
• Sustainability Commission

Applications are always welcome and are reviewed for consideration as openings occur to match interests and experience with community and membership needs.

FIND THE
LOTS
All spaces public unless
noted otherwise.

A: 100 E. Jackson St.,
next to Longbranch.
B: 108 N. Illinois Ave. —
Town Square Pavilion.
No meters.
C: 169 N. Washington St.,
across from
Tres Hombres.
D: 149 S. Washington St.,
across from
Newell House
E: 680 S. Washington Ave.,
for Evolve residents. 39
are under construction.
F: 110 S. Illinois Ave.,
across from Mary Lou’s.
G: 200 S. Illinois Ave. —
Carbondale Civic Center.
H: 209 S. Illinois Ave.,
behind Christaudo’s.
I: 303 S. Illinois Ave.
J: 308 S. Illinois Ave.,
next to PK’s.
K: 413 S. Illinois Ave. —
Amtrak Station to
College St.
L: 600 S. Illinois Ave.,
behind Delish 7 Spice
Grill
M: 216 W. Freeman St. —
Campus Shopping
Center. 21 private
spaces (as of July 20,
2015).
N: 218 W. Freeman St. —
Quatro’s. 28 private
spaces (as of July 20,
2015).
O: 611 S. Illinois Ave.,
behind Fat Patties.
Under construction.
P: 718 S. Illinois Ave. —
Evolve. 89 spaces for
residents.
72 underground.
Q: 901 S. Illinois Ave.,
behind Harbaugh’s.

courtesy of
Southern Illinoisan
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Eat and Shop Local Challenge 2015

One-day Sale
of Native Trees
and Other
Perennials

 	 A one-day sale of trees and other native perennials will be held on Saturday, October 3 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Carbondale’s Murdale Shopping
Center, in front of True Value. Green Earth and Keep Carbondale Beautiful
team up to make it easier for property owners to plant natives. High-quality native-stock trees, shrubs, perennials, and grasses from Forrest-Keeling
Nursery and Southernwood Garden Nursery will be offered. Experts will be
on hand to advise shoppers on best practices for planting and maintenance,
but Green Earth and Keep Carbondale Beautiful cannot guarantee success.
 	 Planting with natives is an important step in improving the ecological
health of urban and suburban neighborhoods, but native species are still
hard to find at most local plant retailers. Natives are generally hardier, and
provide food and shelter for indigenous wildlife. Many pollinators, such as
butterflies and moths, require native host plants and cannot survive without them. Green Earth will have a wide variety of flowering natives for all
garden types.
Fall is the best time to plant trees, and Keep Carbondale Beautiful is
offering a wide variety of native species, which can be pre-ordered (for a
$5 discount). Popular trees are redbud and dogwood, as well as nut trees
and various oaks. Bald cypress trees are favored because they are tolerant
of extremes. Any tree or shrub available from Forrest-Keeling, native or
otherwise, can be pre-ordered.
Displays of trees and plants, as well as information on ordering, are on
websites at keepcb.org and greenearthinc.org.   The number to call for Keep
Carbondale Beautiful is 618 525-5525. The number for Green Earth is 618
201-3774.

2015

Saturday, Sept. 12 & Sunday, Sept. 13
Self-guided Tour from 1PM - 6PM

NEW! Just $20 per Carload
Information & Registration @Neighborhood.Coop

Neighborhood Co-op Grocery
618.529.3533 . www.Neighborhood.Coop
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In September, residents of Southern
Illinois are being asked to undertake
a two-week challenge to eat locally
grown and produced food. Southern
Illinois Healthcare, Neighborhood
Coop Grocery, Food Works, WSIU, The
Southern Illinoisan and others have
teamed up for the Eat Local Challenge
to help you eat fresher and keep your
dollars working for the region.
Locally grown food is miles fresher –
and every dollar you spend with a local
farmer or food producer strengthens the economy here. Research has
shown that every $1 spent with a local
farmer is worth $2.80 in the economy.
Southern Illinoisans spend $1.8 billion
on food every year- and $1.7 billion
leaves the region because so much of
what we eat is imported from outside
the region. Food is a great place to
start boosting the economy because
everybody eats. If 25,000 people

spend $20 each week on local food- in
just two weeks $1 million is circulating
in the economy, instead of departing.
“Take the Challenge,” said Kathleen
Logan Smith, Executive Director of
Food Works, “and see the difference
you can make in your health and the
health of the region.”
To take the Eat Local Challenge,
Sept. 5-19th, first, get your Eat Local
Passport. You can get these for $5
starting August 29th at Neighborhood Coop, the Carbondale Farmers
Market, the Murphysboro Farmers
Market, the Canon Park Farmers Market in Carterville, the Community
Farmers Markets Downtown and at
the Community High School in Carbondale, or Town Square Market, or at
www.sigrown.com.
Spend at least $20 each week on
fruits, vegetables, meat, eggs, dairy, or
beverages made as locally as possible. Use the Passport to track your
local eating. “Local” for the Challenge
is generously interpreted to mean all
of Illinois or within 200 miles. Local
businesses that add value to raw prod-

ucts like coffee roasters, breweries and
vineyards, also count. Your passport
will make it easy by noting participating restaurants and grocers that are
buying from local producers during
the challenge. Your area farmers markets are also listed so you get the
freshest food from Southern Illinois
farms. You can also eat your own local
food from your garden or your favorite
fishing spot. Return your passports for
a chance to win great local food prize
packages worth up to $75.
While you’re exploring local food
and beverage options, share your recipes, food traditions, and experiences
on the Eat Local Challenge Facebook
page. Check in for help finding ingredients for your Labor Day weekend
barbecue or tips for storing or preparing local vegetables. Learn how
delicious, locally grown fruits and vegetables can keep you well, fight cancer,
prevent diabetes, and reduce heart
disease. Use the Challenge to redirect
where some of your food dollars go
and discover how tasty Southern Illinois can be.

Common Greens, Inc. Establishes New
Community Garden
Common Greens, Inc., a local
501(c)3 not-for-profit announces
their second community garden
known as the Birch Street Project. On
August 11, 2015 the Carbondale City
Council voted to donate a vacant lot
(411 E. Birch St.) to Common Greens
making the project a reality, being
located between three neighboring
lots that Common Greens previously
purchased. The donation includes a
10 year performance contract requiring Common Greens to operate a
community garden on the lot and to
donate surplus food production to
area Food Banks, community kitchens
and food-insecure families. Common
Greens welcomes this opportunity
to work with the City of Carbondale
in addressing these issues, as the cornerstone of Common Greens’ charitable giving charter is to provide
access to local healthful food, and
donating food.
This garden is adjacent to the
Eurma C. Hayes Community Center
where Common Greens has leased
an office since June 2014, partnering
with the Center to use its certified
kitchen and other facilities to develop
a local food hub for canning, processing, distributing, and storing the
food grown. Over the past four years,

Common Greens, had the opportunity to prove their success by creating a
community garden at 301 N. Marion
St. that exceeded projections of community participation, won national
recognition and received a $4,000
grant from Troy-Bilt Corporation in
May 2013, as well as the Carbondale Bright Spot Award in August
2014, and in January 2015 Common
Greens funded a scholarship program
to promote small business start-ups
under the Illinois Cottage Food Act
and assist its members in obtaining
a Food Service Sanitation Manager
Certificate from the IL Dept. of Public
Health. Common Greens intends to
surpass these successes with the proposed Birch Street Project.
The comprehensive plan for the
Birch Street Project includes participatory neighborhood revitalization by
engaging gardeners, marketers, consumers, and community organizations
city-wide to leverage their programs
in addressing health issues related to
diet. Common Greens’ vision is that
participants and their families stay
involved, in order to continue to develop their skills and resources towards
becoming key players in a transformative local food industry.
The endeavor is strong, tried and

true, but lacking one essential ingredient: YOU!!!
Every Successful Community Building Project Requires Collaboration. It
is the glue that binds participants and
creates a deep sense of Community.
Common Greens is currently seeking to collaborate with interested
citizens, students and professionals
in the final development and deployment of the comprehensive plan
for the Birch Street Project. The plan
includes;
1) Erect a greenhouse that incorporates Aquaponics with Vermiculture
and utilizes the available space and
environment for Fungiculture.
2) Build season-extension structures
for growing frost tolerant crops
over-winter.
3) Design and build rainwater catchment and containment systems for
irrigating field crops.
4) Establish permaculture beds for
perennial strawberries, raspberries,
blackberries and asparagus.
5) Create an affordable retail marketing outlet for members to sell their
produce.
To get involved please contact
Sorrel Kunath, president of Common
Greens at 618-303-0703 or by e-mail:
commongreens.org@gmail.com.

Main Street Wins State Design Award
Carbondale hosted three-day state meeting in June
Carbondale Times
Carbondale Main Street won the
2015 Lieutenant Governor’s Award
for Downtown Revitalization for Design, one of several highlights from
this year’s statewide Main Street and
Historic Preservation Conference .
Meghan Cole, the executive director of Carbondale Main Street, said
the award was in recognition of Main
Street’s Downtown Design Center,
which was created in late 2013 at the
Old Train Depot through a partnership among Main Street, SIU and the
Chamber of Commerce.
The workspace, made from an area previously used for storage and
makeshift meetings, since has become a hub for community meetings and discussions about design
in the city’s downtown. Cole said the
award was the only one for which
Main Street applied at this year’s convention, and it was a pleasure to win
it among so many colleagues from
around the state.
“It was a great win for the home
team,” Cole said.
This year’s state Main Street conference ran from June 23 to 25 in downtown Carbondale, with some sessions
branching out into the university and
other nearby communities.
The event began June 23 with a
bus tour of downtown Murphysboro,
followed the next day with a series
of sessions and a keynote luncheon
with a speech from Ed McMahon, a
senior resident fellow at the Urban

®
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Meghan Cole (center), executive director of Carbondale Main Street,
and Jordan Wren (right), assistant director, accept the Lieutenant
Governor’s Award for Downtown Revitalization for Design.
Land Institute. Wednesday night also
saw the Illinois Main Street Awards
Dinner, held at Rustle Hill Winery.
The event wrapped up with a
handful of other sessions and a closing address from Cory Jobe, director of the Illinois Office of Tourism,
during a luncheon held at Hangar 9.
Cole said the conference went off

without any problems. She said that
even though downtown road construction made for some minor inconveniences, it showed off to visitors
from around the state that a lot is going on in downtown Carbondale.
“It was so great to welcome almost 200 people to our town and
have it go so smoothly,” Cole said.

Downtown Master Plan Development
The consulting firm of Houseal
Lavigne, Associates has been hired
by the City of Carbondale to guide
the community through the exercise of coming to a consensus of
what a vibrant and viable downtown would look like and to create
a downtown master plan to guide
development efforts in the future.
At a City Council meeting held in
August, the Downtown Advisory
Committee Chairman Jack Langowski
outlined the upcoming timetable for
the committee and the future plans
with downtown master plan consultants. Houseal Lavigne is currently
analyzing the existing conditions in
the downtown, and will soon embark
on a series of meetings to present
their findings and to reach out to
students and residents for input and

Save the Date for the
25th Anniversary of the
Lights Fantastic Parade!

participation in the development of
the downtown framework plan. The
analysis is due Sept. 16, based on
Houseal Lavigne’s project timeline
and the advisory committee is planning to host a meeting on Oct. 16 to
present the findings.
There are several meetings planned
in the coming months to ensure public input and participation in the process. Langowski informed the public
that the consultants have plans to
meet with students at Southern Illinois University on September 2nd.
Additionally, the consultants are
scheduled to host a downtown design
charrette to outline the community’s
vision for downtown on October 13th.
The consultants will present a draft
of the Downtown vision, goals and
objectives to the Downtown Advisory

Committee at a meeting on November 18th. After the aforementioned
meetings, there will be a downtown
framework plan presented at the end
of January and an implementation
strategy and a draft of the document
will be completed and presented at a
March advisory meeting.
To keep informed of the upcoming events and to obtain information about the meetings visit the
project website at www.hlplanning.
com/portals/carbondale/. The website includes opportunities to provide input on the re-development
of Downtown Carbondale. Residents,
business owners and property owners are invited to take a few minutes
to complete a survey and/or provide
written ideas and thoughts through
the website.

On Saturday December 5, 2015 Carbondale’s downtown will be aglow
with floats, reindeer and even Santa Clause! Planning for Carbondale’s
Lights Fantastic Parade is under way and this year the parade celebrates a
very special anniversary.
Silver Bells will be the theme of the 25th Annual Lights Fantastic Parade!
The parade’s committee has already met multiple times and is expecting
the best turnout yet!
Kathy Renfro, Director of the Carbondale Park District and Sean Henry,
Public Works Director for the City of Carbondale, are heading up this year’s
planning committee. “We feel like 25 years is a really big milestone for the
parade and as a committee, we needed to commemorate it.” said Renfro.
“To help celebrate this milestone, the committee would love to see more
floats enter into the parade this year” says Cinnamon Smith, Carbondale
Tourism Director and Lights Fantastic committee member. “We are excited to have the opportunity to partner with the Carbondale Times to run
“Christmas in July” ads to start getting the word out.”
Businesses are encouraged to register and begin building their floats
soon! The Lights Fantastic Steering Committee is always looking for new individuals and businesses to help sponsor and or volunteer for this event.
For more information on the 2015 Lights Fantastic Parade contact Jessica at the Carbondale Tourism Bureau at 529-4451.

Wednesdays
Noon-1pm
Town Square
Pavilion

SEPTEMBER 2

Swamp Tigers
SEPTEMBER 9

SEPTEMBER 23

The Phonics
SEPTEMBER 30

Low Dog Band

Josh Murphy

SEPTEMBER 16

Grab lunch & bring a lawn chair and
we’ll see you downtown!

Ol’ Moose

Carbondale Main Street 618-529-8040
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COUNCIL CORNER

Navreet Kang
Welcome, SIU Students!
The streets of Carbondale are
once again bustling with students
unloading their personal belongings
and while the new students learn
their way around town, the returning
veterans of SIU are digging in to kickoff fall semester. Let us as the “permanent” residents of Carbondale
give a warm welcome to these new
residents who contribute so much to
our city’s economy and workforce.
Carbondale has a wealth of
resources to offer to everyone who
lives in and around the area including the great Shawnee National Forest, the lakes, the Shawnee Wine Trail,

and Bald Knob Cross to name a few.
Within a few miles from the City,
there are a great many places like the
Garden of Gods and Giant City Park
for hiking, and even a zip line ride
offered by Shawnee Canopy Tours.
Carbondale offers numerous recreation and entertainment facilities.
Some of the most popular include
Cedar Lake for fishing and canoeing,
Hickory Ridge Golf Course, the Varsity Theatre, the SIU Museum, and
the Marberry Arboretum. The local
community radio station, WDBX
91.1 FM, provides a great deal of
variety in music and programming
for avid radio listeners and provides
opportunities to volunteer as a DJ
on-air or serve the station in many
other ways.
There are plenty of nice restaurants for anyone who visits or resides
in Carbondale, offering diverse cuisine including but not limited to
Italian, Greek and Indian flavors. For
information to get in and around
Carbondale, visitors can call the
Chamber of Commerce at 618-5492146, Carbondale Tourism at 5294451 or City Hall at 618-549-5302. We
invite you to visit the City’s website
explorecarbondale.com for information and links to the many resources
available in Southern Illinois.
Councilman Kang

Tune into CityVision 16 to see the Carbondale City Council meetings
televised live or watch the meetings streamed live on the city’s website.

Bicycle Repair Stations
Installed at Locations in
the City and on Campus
Bicycle repair stations are now
located at City Hall along South
Illinois Avenue and at Turley Park
on South Glenview Drive directly across from Murdale Shopping
Center. Bike repair stations have
also been installed at various spots
across campus through a partnership with the sustainability office
and several other campus organizations. Each station features tools
to help cyclists make basic bicycle repairs and maintenance, from
changing flats to putting on chains
to adjusting brakes. Riders can hang
their bikes on a stand and utilize
the air pump or a variety of tools
including tire levers and screwdrivers and wrenches. The components are securely attached on
stainless steel cables to assure they
are there when needed. Anyone can
use them anytime at no charge.
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Business Builders
Breakfast Seminar Series
full logo with additional burst

The Chamber is planning
12 Business Builders
Breakfast events for the
2015-2016 academic year.
The events are usually held on
the second and fourth Wednesdays of each month. Informa- icon
tion on
upcoming workshops is
available at
www.carbondalechamber.com.

Business leaders are busy and
“I find the Business Buildthat can make learning more about ers Breakfasts to provide conUpcoming topics include:
growing their own businesses dif- cise answers to very focused busiBusiness Plans:
ficult. An ongoing program of the ness questions,” says Dawn CrimCarbondale Chamber of Commerce son, president and owner of Caring
Not Just For Start-ups
is helping to make learning a lit- Transitions of Transitions, a compaWellness at Work
tle easier. The Chamber’s popular ny that assists with senior relocaNo Holes Customer Service
Business Builders Breakfast semi- tion, downsizing and estate sales.
City Programs and Money for
nar series gives business leaders an
Each Business Builder Breakfast
opportunity to gain the informa- event begins at 8:30 a.m. and is
Business
tion and skills they need in short, held at the Illinois Small Business
Growing to a Second
convenient sessions. The series
Development Center located withfullus-logo
one color logo
Location without Killing
es Chamber members and other ex- in the Southern Illinois Research
Yourself
perts who present on a single topic Park, 1740 Innovation Drive in CarLocation, Location,
during a one-hour gathering.
bondale. Sessions are open to both
“ The Business Builder Break- Chamber members as well as othLocation
f a s t s e r i e s h a s re a l l y f i l l e d a ers in the community. The cost of
Entering New Markets
niche for our members,” Carbon- each session is $5 for members who
Facing the Realities of
dale Chamber of Commerce Ex- RSVP or $7 for members at the door
Facebook Ads
ecutive Director Les O’Dell said. or non-Chamber members.
“We’re finding that business peoThe workshops feature a modest
Getting the Media’s
ple appreciate opportunities to continental breakfast, coffee and
Attention
learn more about a single top- juice as well as lessons from area
ic in a convenient, quick and experts. The series a program of the
For more information and to make
informal way.”
Carbondale Chamber of Commerce
reservations, business
Program topics have ranged and is co-sponsored by The Illinois
leaders may call the Carbondale
from site selection to social media, Small Business Development CenChamber of Commerce at
press relations to human resources ter/International Trade Center at
(618) 549-2146.
and long-term business planning to Southern Illinois University Carboncustomer service.
dale and Dunkin’ Donuts.
options for embroidery

City of Carbondale and Chamber Host
Weekly Talk Radio Program
PMS 202 Light Maroon

Tune in to the Carbondale Chamber of Commerce, the City of Carbondale and WDBX-FM radio station’s
newest talk radio program, “Talk of the
Town.” The show is hosted by Carbondale Economic Development Coordinator Gary Williams and Chamber Executive Director Les O’Dell.
The weekly half-hour broadcast
airs on Mondays from 10:00 a.m. to
10:30 a.m.
The radio show features community information, business insight and
information about civic and community organizations and programs as
well as in-studio guests. The show
offers opportunities for Carbondale
businesses and community organizations to go on the air to present services and events that enhance community development in Carbondale.
“Talk of the Town is evidence that

the City, Chamber, and non-profits
like WDBX can form collaborative relationships that benefit the greater
community”, said Williams.
To find out more about what’s

PMS 130 assy
Br old
G

happening in Carbondale, tune in to
WDBX 91.1 at 10:00 a.m. on Monday
mornings. WDBX 91.1, is a listener
supported radio station located on
Carbondale’s Town Square.

water treatment plant improvements.
The Five-Year CIP does not include maintenance related items such as potholes, street resurfacing, signs,
pavement markings, traffic signal complaints, tree trimming, and the like. These concerns can be reported
SEPTEMBER CALENDAR
to the Public Works Department by calling the Maintenance and Environmental Services (MES) office at
Day/Date
Meeting
Every fall, the City of Carbondale so- improvements.
ration process, which begins in Janu(618) 457-3275.

Ideas for Community Improvements Wanted

City Hall Offices will be closed
Monday, September 7, 2015 for Labor Day

Time

licits input and ideas from communiThe Five-Year CIP does not in- ary, staff will prioritize and match proThe Following Meetings will be held at the Carbondale Civic Center, 200 S. Illinois Ave.,
ty members for projects and improve- clude maintenance related items posed projects with available funds.
and Televised Live on CityVision 16
The City’s
Engineering
Division
staff such
willasreview
allstreet
project
suggestions
recommendations
ments that
could enhance
neighborpotholes,
resurfacing,
Afterand
thisformulate
process is complete,
the
hoods
and the community.
input signs, pavement
traffic sigFive-Year
CIP will
be presented andTues/1st
& 15th Carbondale City Council
7:00 p.m.
for each
suggestion.
TheseThis
recommendations
will markings,
be reviewed
by thedraft
City
Council
in November
a
is an important part of the City’s bud- nal complaints, tree trimming, and the for the City Council’s consideration in
Wed/2nd & 23rd Planning Commission
7:00 p.m.
determination
willandbeaids
made
whichlike.projects
shouldcanbebe included
FY2017 Five-Year CIP.
geting process
in theon
develThese concerns
reported within
the early the
spring.
opment
of
the
City’s
Five-Year
Comto
the
Public
Works
Department
by
If
you
would
like
to
suggest
an
inMon/14th
Carbondale Park District Board
6:00 p.m.
During the City’s budget preparation process, which begins in January, staff will prioritize and match
munity Investment Program (CIP). The calling the Maintenance and Environ- frastructure project for consideration
proposed
projects
with
available
funds.
After
this (MES)
process
draftwithin
Five-Year
CIPCIP,will be
Five-Year
CIP is the
budget
document
mental
Services
officeisatcomplete,
(618) and the
inclusion
the Five-Year
Other Scheduled Meetings at the Carbondale Civic Center, 200 South Illinois Avenue
that outlines
City’s
construction
457-3275. in the early spring.
please complete the form below and
presented
for thethe
City
Council’s
consideration
projects for the next five years. TypiThe City’s Engineering Division staff return it to the City’s Engineering DiviThurs/3rd
Liquor Advisory Board
5:30 p.m.
cal projects that are included in the will review all project suggestions and sion at 200 South Illinois Avenue, CarIf youCIP
would
like
to
suggest
an
infrastructure
project
for
consideration
and
inclusion
within
the
Five-Year
Mon/14th
Human
Relations
Commission
5:00 p.m.
are infrastructure related projects formulate recommendations for each bondale, IL 62091. Please be sure to insuch
as
streets,
sidewalks,
storm
sewsuggestion.
These
recommendations
clude
your
contact
information
and
CIP, please complete the form below and return it to the City’s Engineering Division at 200 South Illinois
Thurs/17th
Sustainability Commission
6:00 p.m.
ers, bicycle and pedestrian facilities, will be reviewed by the City Council the location and nature of the project
Avenue,
ILimprovements,
62091. Please
be sure to
your contact
information
and the
location
trafficCarbondale,
signals, drainage
in November
andinclude
a determination
will so that
staff can contact
you with
any and
Thurs/21st
Preservation Commission
7:00 p.m.
buildings, parking lots, sanitary be made on which projects should be questions. The deadline for submisnaturepublic
of
the
project
so
that
staff
can
contact
you
with
any
questions.
The
deadline
for
submission
of
sewers, water mains, and waste treat- included within the FY2017 Five-Year sion of proposed projects is October
Scheduled Meetings at Other Locations
mentprojects
or waste water
treatment
proposed
is October
23,plant
2015.CIP. During the City’s budget prepa- 23, 2015.

Wed/9th

Community Investment Program (CIP) Project Proposal

Thurs/24th

Library Board of Trustees
Conf. Room, 4056 W. Main St.
Carbondale High School District #165

4:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

CCHS Cafeteria, 1301 E. Walnut St.

Name:

Thurs/24th

Address:

Carbondale Elementary School
District #95

7:00 p.m.

Carbondale Elementary School
Administrative Center

Telephone #:

OCTOBER CALENDAR
Project Location:

Day/Date

Meeting

Time

The Following Meetings will be held at the Carbondale Civic Center, 200 S. Illinois Ave.,
and Televised Live on CityVision 16

Project Description:

Tues/6th & 20th
Wed/7th & 21st
Mon/12th

Carbondale City Council
Planning Commission
Carbondale Park District Board

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Other Scheduled Meetings at the Carbondale Civic Center, 200 South Illinois Avenue

Please return completed forms by October 23, 2015 to:
City of Carbondale, Engineering Division 200 S. Illinois Ave., Carbondale, IL 62901

Thurs/1st
Mon/5th
Thurs/15th
Thurs/19th

Liquor Advisory Board
Human Relations Commission
Sustainability Commission
Preservation Commission

5:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Scheduled Meetings at Other Locations

Hickory Ridge Senior Golf Association

Veteran’s Day 9 Hole Scramble
November 2, 2015

Rain Date November 9
Lunch at noon • Tee-off at 1:00 pm
$50.00 per person/$200.00 per four-person team
Can't play 11/2? Donations are accepted! Proceeds will benefit local veterans.

Wed/14th
Thurs/15th

Library Board of Trustees
Conf. Room, 4056 W. Main St.
Carbondale High School District #165

4:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

CCHS Cafeteria, 1301 E. Walnut St.

Thurs/22nd

Carbondale Elementary School
District #95

7:00 p.m.

Carbondale Elementary School
Administrative Center
Tune into CityVision 16 to see the Carbondale City
Council meetings televised live or watch the meetings
streamed live on the city’s website:

www.explorecarbondale.com
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City of Carbondale Fire Department
Fire Prevention Week, October 4 - 10, 2015
“Hear the Beep Where You
Sleep”. Every Bedroom Needs
a Working Smoke Alarm!

FREE
Event!
Music!
Games!
Crafts!

Cake!
s!
Inflatable
FREE
Event!

Join the Celebration at Crispus Attucks Park
Saturday, October 3, 2015
1:00 – 3:00 pm

Reminder: No Burn Ordinance
Within City Limits
Pursuant to Carbondale City Code it is unlawful to burn refuse, landscape
waste or any other combustible material within the City of Carbondale with
the exception of recreational fires, established in the following guidelines.
• The fire is intended for pleasure, religious ceremony, cooking or warmth.
• The fire must be in the rear yard.  
• The fire must be no more than three feet in diameter and two feet in
height.
• The fire must be at least twenty-five feet from a structure or other combustible material; fifteen feet if in an approved container.
• A method of extinguishment must be readily available; i.e. extinguisher,
hose, buckets, etc.
• The fire must not be objectionable because of excessive smoke or odor.
• The fire must be constantly attended at all times.
• The fire department may order extinguishment of open fires that create or
add to a hazardous or objectionable situation.

Location matters when it comes
to your smoke alarm. That’s the message behind this year’s Fire Prevention Week campaign, “Hear the Beep
Where You Sleep. Every Bedroom
Needs a Working Smoke Alarm!”
The City of Carbondale is joining
forces with the nonprofit National Fire
Protection Association (NFPA) during
Fire Prevention week, October 4-10,
to remind residents about the importance of having working smoke alarms
in every bedroom, outside each sleeping area, and on every level of the
home, including the basement.
In a fire seconds count. Half of home
fire deaths result from fires reported
at night between 11 p.m. and 7 a.m.
when most people are asleep. Home
smoke alarms can alert people to a
fire before it spreads, giving everyone
enough time to get out.
According to the latest NFPA
research, working smoke alarms
cut the chance of dying in a fire in
half. Meanwhile, three out of five fire
deaths resulted from fires in homes
with no smoke alarms or no working
smoke alarms.
This year’s Fire Prevention Week
campaign includes the following
smoke alarm messages:
• Install smoke alarms in every bedroom, outside each separate sleeping
area and on every level of the home,
including the basement.
• Interconnect all smoke alarms
throughout the home. This way, when
one sounds, they all do.
• Test alarms at least monthly by
pushing the test button.

For additional information please contact the City of Carbondale Fire
Department Administrative Office at 457-3234.

CITY OF CARBONDALE
200 South Illinois Avenue
P.O. Box 2047
Carbondale, Illinois 62902-2047
(618) 549-5302
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John M. Henry, Mayor
Jessica Bradshaw, Councilwoman
Lee Fronabarger, Councilman
Tom Grant, Councilman

Replace all smoke alarms when they
are 10 years old or sooner if they don’t
respond properly.
• Make sure everyone in the home
knows the sound of the smoke alarm
and understands what to do when
they hear it.
• If the smoke alarm sounds, get outside and stay outside. Go to your outside meeting place.
• Call 9-1-1 from outside the home.

Fire Department Open House

The City of Carbondale Fire Department is promoting “Hear the Beep
Where You Sleep. Every Bedroom
Needs a Working Smoke Alarm!” to
better educate citizens about the
importance of not only having smoking alarms but making sure they
work properly. To actively support this
campaign the City of Carbondale Fire
Department will kick off National Fire
Prevention Week with an Open House
at Fire Station #1, located at 600 E. College Street, from 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
on Saturday, October 3rd. Sparky will
be present for pictures with children
and will again provide free picture
buttons. Please stop by for a tour of
the fire station and give us an opportunity to become better acquainted
and to inform you of our services.

Fire Drills at Local Schools

The City of Carbondale Fire Department will conduct fire drills at Parrish,
Thomas, Lewis and the Carbondale
Middle Schools and along with the
CCHS Lifesavers will visit the schools
for presentations.

Free Smoke Detector Program

The City of Carbondale Fire Depart-

ment has once again joined forces
with the International Association
of Fire Chiefs for the 28th annual
“Change Your Clock, Change Your Battery” campaign to save lives and prevent needless injuries. The program
urges everyone to adopt a simple,
lifesaving habit: change smoke alarm
batteries when changing clocks back
to standard time, this year on November 1st. The City of Carbondale, with
support from the Office of the State
Fire Marshal, will provide and install
free a smoke detector for any disadvantaged person’s home in Carbondale. The department will also
provide a free battery to our citizens
that cannot afford to purchase one.
We encourage our citizens to take
advantage of this program.
The City of Carbondale Fire Department is doing its part to educate
citizens about the importance of
fire prevention and protecting their
homes and families. But true safety
lies with Carbondale residents and
their willingness to take the steps
needed to protect their home and
families from fire. Our sincere hope
is that everyone participates in
one or more of these activities, and
starts working towards an educated community protected from fire
devastation.
To find out more about Fire Prevention Week programs and activities,
please contact the City of Carbondale
Fire Department Administrative Office
at 457-3234. To learn more about “Hear
the Beep Where You Sleep. Every Bedroom Needs a Working Smoke Alarm!”
visit NFPA’s website at www.firepreventionweek.org.

Outdoor warning sirens are tested on the first Tuesday of each month at
10:00 a.m. During inclement weather, sirens will not be tested. If a siren is
sounded other than during a scheduled test, this alarm indicates an actual
emergency. Remember that a watch means that conditions are favorable
for severe weather to develop and a warning means that severe weather is
occurring and you should take shelter immediately.

Carolin Harvey, Councilwoman
Navreet Kang, Councilman
Adam Loos, Councilman
Kevin Baity, City Manager

Carbondale Communiqué is written by the City of Carbondale
to provide residents and businesses with municipal news.
For More Information on City Government:
www.explorecarbondale.com
AM Radio 1620, Cable TV Channel 16

