
Request for City Council Action 

Date: May 24, 2016 

Agenda Section: Consent Agenda 

No. 5 

Originating Department: 

City Attorney’s Office 

Item: Ordinance Amending Title Eleven of the 
Carbondale Revised Code as it Relates to Liens for the 
Removal of Weeds and Other Matter 

No. 5.11 

Approved: 

Background:  

Title 11, Chapter 4, Section 4 of the Carbondale Revised Code outlines the removal of weeds and other matter within 
the city limits. Currently, City Ordinance provides that liens must be filed within 60 days after costs are incurred. 

State statute 65ILCS 5/11-20-15 now provides that the municipality may file a lien within one year of incurring the 
cost. The statute also now provides that the municipality may combine all expenses incurred into one lien. The 
recommended ordinance would change the City’s ordinance to incorporate the changes in State law. 

In order to more effectively file notice of liens, Section 4 of the Carbondale Revised Code needs to be amended to 
allow notice of liens to be filed within one year after the cost and expense of the removal of weeds and other matter is 
incurred by the City.  

Recommended Action: 

It is recommended that the City Council approve the ordinance amending Title Eleven as it relates to liens for the 
removal of weeds and other matter within the Carbondale city limits. 

Engineering 
Approval 
Obtained 

Finance 
Approval 
Obtained 

Legal 
Approval 
Obtained 

Approval 
Obtained 

Manager's 
Approval 
Obtained 

Council Action: Motion by _________________ 2nd by ___________________ to ___________________________ 



 
 
 

CITY OF CARBONDALE, ILLINOIS 
 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2016-_____ 
 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE ELEVEN OF THE CARBONDALE REVISED  
CODE AS IT RELATES TO LIENS FOR THE REMOVAL OF WEEDS AND OTHER 

MATTER 
 
 
 
 
 

ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL 
 

OF THE CITY OF CARBONDALE, ILLINOIS 
 

THE 24TH DAY OF MAY, 2016 
 
 
 
 
Published in pamphlet form by authority of the City Council of the City of Carbondale, 
Jackson County, Illinois, this 25th day of May, 2016. 
   
 
 

CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION 
 
 I, Jennifer R. Sorrell, the duly qualified City Clerk of the City of Carbondale, 
Illinois, and the official custodian of the records of said City, do hereby certify that this 
ordinance was published in pamphlet form by authority of the City Council on the 25th day 
of May, 2016. 
 
      
 
       _______________________________ 
            Jennifer R. Sorrell, City Clerk   
 
 
 



 
ORDINANCE NO. 2016-____ 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE ELEVEN OF THE CARBONDALE REVISED  
CODE AS IT RELATES TO LIENS FOR THE REMOVAL OF WEEDS AND OTHER 

MATTER 
 

 WHEREAS, the City of Carbondale, Illinois, is a home rule unit of local government 

under the Illinois Constitution, 1970, Article VII, Section 6; and 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Article VII, Section 6(a), of the Illinois Constitution, 1970, the 

City of Carbondale may exercise any power and perform any function pertaining to its 

government and affairs including, but not limited to, the power to regulate for the protection of 

the public health, safety, morals and welfare; and 

 WHEREAS, the City Code of the City of Carbondale, Illinois, under Title 11 outlines 

the removal of weeds and other matter; and  

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Carbondale finds that it is in the best interest 

of the City of Carbondale to amend the notice of lien procedure established in Section 4 of 

Chapter 4 of Title 11 of the Carbondale Revised Code. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF CARBONDALE AS FOLLOWS: 

 SECTION 1. That Title 11, Chapter 4, Section 4 of the Carbondale Revised Code is 

hereby amended to read as follows: 

11-4-4: NOTICE OF LIEN: If such weeds, grass, growth or matter are cut, 
destroyed or removed by this city or its agent, a notice of lien of the cost and 
expense thereof incurred shall be recorded in the following manner: The city or its 
agent shall file notice of lien in the office of the recorder of deeds of Jackson 
County, Illinois. Such notice of lien shall contain a description of the real estate 
sufficient for identification thereof, the amount of money representing the cost 
and expense incurred or payable for the service, and the date or dates when said 
costs and expense were incurred. Such notice shall be under oath and shall be 
filed within sixty (60) days one year after the cost and expense is incurred. Such 



liens are assessed to recover the expenses incurred by the city and shall not serve 
as an exemption from any penalties imposed for violation of this chapter. If, for 
any one parcel, the City incurs expenses for the removal of weeds or other matter 
on more than one occasion during the course of one year, then the municipality 
may combine any or all of the costs of each of those activities into a single notice 
of lien.  
 

 SECTION 2.  All of the remaining sections of Title 11 of the Carbondale Revised Code 

shall remain in full force and effect. 

 SECTION 3.  That all ordinances and parts thereof in conflict herewith are expressly 

repealed and are of no other force and effect. 

 SECTION 4.  That repeal of any ordinance by this Ordinance shall not affect any rights 

accrued or liability incurred under said repealed ordinance to the effective date hereof. The 

provisions of this Ordinance insofar as they are the same or substantially the same as those of 

any prior ordinance, shall be construed as a continuation of said prior ordinances. 

 SECTION 5.  That it is the intention of the City Council of the City of Carbondale that 

this Ordinance and every provision thereof shall be considered separable, and the invalidity of 

any section, clause, or provision of this Ordinance shall not affect the validity of any other 

portion of this Ordinance. 

 SECTION 6. That the City Council of the City of Carbondale finds that the subject 

matter of this Ordinance pertains to the government and affairs of the City of Carbondale and is 

passed pursuant to authorities granted it by State statutes and the Home Rule powers of the City 

of Carbondale pursuant to the provisions of Article VII, Section 6(a) of the Illinois Constitution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 SECTION 7.  That this Ordinance shall take effect upon its passage, approval, recording, 

and publication in pamphlet form in accordance with law. 

 
 
 
 

APPROVED:___________________________________________ 
         John M. Henry, Mayor 
 
 

 
 
ATTEST: __________________________________________ 
                             Jennifer R. Sorrell, City Clerk 
 
APPROVED AS TO LEGALITY AND FORM: 
 
 
 
__________________________________________  
  Lenoard “Jamie” Snyder, Assistant City Attorney 


