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Agenda Section: General Business 
 
No.  

Originating Department:  
 
Office of the City Manager 

 
Item: Ordinance amending Title 2 of the 

Carbondale Revised Code as it pertains to 
classification of liquor licenses. 

 
No. 6.4 

Approved: 
 

 

 
 
Background:   
 
AMC Theaters is proposing that the City of Carbondale create a new liquor license classification, a Class K 
license, so they can serve alcohol at their theaters. AMC is proposing to renovate their theaters at University 
Place Shopping Center and the completed renovations will include upgraded seating, enhanced food 
offerings, and the addition of alcohol sales for adult customers. The Class K license would allow customers 
who are 21+ to purchase alcoholic beverages before or during movies at MacGuffin’s, a small lobby bar.  
The Class K license would allow customers of legal drinking age to consume alcoholic beverages in the 
lobby bar, the lobby, or in the theater during movie showings.  All purchases of alcoholic beverages would 
occur only in MacGuffins bar which would be separated from the general concessions area and movie theater 
lobby.  AMC currently serves alcohol in 115 locations nationwide with 11 locations in Illinois and 17 under 
construction.  
 
AMC originally contacted the City in July, 2015 to inquire about the likelihood of creating a new liquor 
license which would support the business model that they are proposing.  They submitted their paperwork 
in October and their request was considered at the November 5th Liquor Advisory Board (LAB) meeting.  
The LAB had no objections to the proposal and approved the item to be forwarded to the City Council for 
review.  
   
 
Recommended Action: 
 
Staff recommends that the City Council approve an ordinance to amend Title 2 of the Carbondale Revised 
Code as it pertains to classification of liquor licenses to create a new Class K liquor license. 
 
 
 
 
Engineering 
Approval 
Obtained 

 
Finance 
Approval 
Obtained 

Legal 
Approval 
Obtained 

 
Approval 
Obtained 

 
Manager's 
Approval 
Obtained 

 
 
Council Action:  Motion by _______________ 2nd by ________________ to ________________ 
 

 
 



 
 

CITY OF CARBONDALE, ILLINOIS 
ORDINANCE NO. 2015- 

 
 
 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE TWO OF THE CARBONDALE REVISED CODE 

AS IT PERTAINS TO CLASSIFICATION OF LIQUOR LICENSES 
 
 
 
 
 

ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL 
 

OF THE CITY OF CARBONDALE, ILLINOIS 
 

THE 8TH DAY OF DECEMBER, 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
Published in pamphlet form by authority of the City Council of the City of Carbondale, 
Jackson County, Illinois, this 9th day of December, 2015. 
 
 
 
 

CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION 
 

I, Jennifer R. Sorrell, the duly qualified and acting City Clerk of the City of 
Carbondale, Illinois, and the official custodian of the records of said City, do hereby certify 
that this Ordinance was published in pamphlet form by authority of the City Council on 
the 9th day of December, 2015. 
 
 
 
                    
       _______________________________ 
                                                                                        Jennifer R. Sorrell, City Clerk 

 
 
 



ORDINANCE NO. 2015-_____ 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE TWO OF THE CARBONDALE REVISED CODE 

AS IT PERTAINS TO CLASSIFICATION OF LIQUOR LICENSES 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Carbondale, Illinois is a home rule unit of local government 

under the Illinois Constitution, 1970, Article VII, Section 6; and 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Article VII, Section 6(a), of the Illinois Constitution, 1970, the 

City of Carbondale may exercise any power and perform any function pertaining to its 

government and affairs including, but not limited to, the power to regulate for the protection of 

the public health, safety, morals and welfare; and 

 WHEREAS, AMC Movie Theater has requested the addition of a Class K liquor license 

to the Carbondale City Code for the retail sale of alcoholic liquor and the consumption at movie 

theaters only; and  

 WHEREAS, Title 2 of the Carbondale Revised Code regulates alcoholic liquor in the 

City of Carbondale; and 

WHEREAS, Title 2, Chapter 1, outlines the scope and definitions used within Title 2; 

and 

WHEREAS, Title 2, Chapter 4 outlines the application and licensing of alcoholic liquors 

within the City of Carbondale; 

WHEREAS, Title 2, Chapter 5 outlines the issuance of licenses of alcoholic liquors 

within the City of Carbondale; and 

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Carbondale finds that it is in the best interest 

of the City of Carbondale to amend Section 2-1-2 of the Carbondale Revised Code as it relates to 

Definitions, Section 2-4-8 as it relates to Fee Schedule, Section 2-4-9 as it relates to 

Classification, Section 2-5-4 as it relates to Hours of Operation, 2-5-9 as it relates to 



Entertainment, 2-5-10 as it relates to Restrictions as to Persons Under Age of Twenty-One, and 

Section 2-5-15 as it relates to Education for Licensees and Employees. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF CARBONDALE, ILLINOIS, AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. That Title 2, Chapter 1, Sections 2 shall be amended to add the following 

definitions: 

MOVIE: Any building to which the public is invited and pays 
THEATER: consideration for the purpose of viewing motion pictures. 
 
MOVIE That portion (or those portions) of a movie theater where 
THEATER patrons are seated for the actual viewing of motion pictures. 
AUDITORIUM: 
 

SECTION 2. That Title 2, Chapter 4, Section 8A. shall be amended to add sub-paragraph  
 
19 as follows: 

 
19. Class K:  All class K licensees shall pay a fee of two thousand two 
hundred fifty dollars ($2,250.00). 

 
SECTION 3.  That Title 2, Chapter 4, Section 9 shall be amended to add paragraph K as  

 
follows: 

 
K. Class K Licenses:  
 

1. A class K license shall authorize the retail sale of alcoholic liquor, for 
consumption on the premises only, incidental to the operation of a movie theater. 
 
2. Alcoholic liquor may be consumed throughout the movie theater, 
including in the movie theater auditorium, but may not be taken off the premises. 
 

SECTION 4.  That Title 2, Chapter 5, Section 4B. shall be amended to add sub- 
 
paragraph 4 as follows: 
 

4. Class K License Holders: Any licensed premises, issued a K license, for 
which the sale of alcoholic beverages is incidental to the operation of a movie 
theater, may remain open to the public during the hours that the public would 



otherwise be prohibited from being on the premises, providing the following 
conditions are observed: 
 
 a. No person in the licensed premises shall be allowed to be in 
possession of alcohol during the otherwise prohibited hours. 
 
 b. A sign shall, during such hours, be displayed prominently that shall 
read: 
 
 No alcoholic liquors sold or served between the hours of 1:59 a.m. and 
8:00 a.m. Monday through Saturday and 1:59 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. on Sunday. 
 
 c. Nothing herein contained shall be construed as granting any 
licensee the privilege to sell alcoholic liquor during the aforesaid closed hours and 
any licensee, not licensed under K, must keep its doors locked and the public 
barred therefrom during the said closed hours. 

 
SECTION 5.  That Title 2, Chapter 5, Section 9 shall be amended to add paragraph E as  

 
follows: 
 

E. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent a licensee holding a K license 
from showing any film or video feed having been classified with a rating of not 
greater than “R” by the Motion Picture Association of America (MPAA) or 
similar commercial film industry organization, or which would otherwise meet 
such ratings standards based on its content. 

 
SECTION 6.   That Title 2, Chapter 5, Section 10D. shall be amended to read as follows: 
 
D. Exceptions: The legal entry age requirement under this section for persons to 

enter and/or remain upon a premises licensed pursuant to this title shall not apply 
under the following circumstances: 

 
1. The licensed premises is a grocery store, bowling alley, hotel or motel, 
conventional golf course, indoor athletic facility, nonprofit arts center, or 
packaged liquor store, or movie theater. “Indoor athletic facility” shall be defined 
as a facility in operation for the main purpose of providing an indoor arena for the 
performance of sporting or athletic events (and related practices) including, but 
not limited to, one or more of the following activities: soccer, basketball, tennis, 
volleyball, golf, baseball, softball and/or football. The licensed premises shall be 
exempt from the entry age only during those periods in which the licensed 
premises is actually in use as a grocery store, bowling alley, hotel or motel, 
conventional golf course, indoor athletic facility, nonprofit arts center, or 
packaged liquor store, or movie theater. 
 
2. The person is accompanied by a parent or legal guardian. 



 
3. The licensed premises obtains fifty one percent (51%) of the annual gross 
revenue from the sale of nonalcoholic beverages and food, and only during the 
period of time when the kitchen facilities are fully operational and full menu 
service is available as indicated on the licensee’s application and on the license: 
provided, however, that those individuals on the premises at the time the kitchen 
ceases operation shall be allowed to remain on the premises only for the purpose 
of consuming food up to one hour following the kitchen closing, and except those 
premises licensed under chapter 4 of this title; for the purposes of this subsection, 
the licensee shall submit to the local liquor control commission documentation 
sufficient to prove that fifty one percent (51%) of the annual gross revenue is 
derived from the sale of food. The local liquor control commission, at its 
discretion, may request additional documentation or an audit of any 
establishment's records conducted in accordance with generally accepted 
accounting procedures, by a certified public accountant, in order to prove 
compliance with this subsection. The cost of the audit shall be borne by the 
licensee. 

4.  Persons employed by a licensee, other than one holding a C2 or K license, 
under this title that are at least eighteen (18) years of age while the employee is 
actively engaged in employment duties, including, but not limited to, employees 
hired for delivery, building maintenance and independent contractors. Persons 
employed by a licensee holding a C2 or K license, must be at least sixteen (16) 
years of age while the employee is actively engaged in employment duties, but 
such person between the age of sixteen (16) and eighteen (18) shall not handle 
alcoholic liquor containers or beverages. 

5.  Persons employed by a licensee under this title for live entertainment who 
are under the immediate supervision of a parent or legal guardian of at least one 
member or agent of the entertainment band at all times. Upon completion of the 
live entertainment and loading of band equipment, any person(s) under the legal 
entry age shall no longer be allowed to remain upon the licensed premises. 

6.  The licensed premises is operating under modified entry age requirements 
according to a nonalcoholic hours permit pursuant to section 2-4-23 of this title or 
special event hours pursuant to subsection 2-5-4E of this chapter. 
 
The person(s) charged with a violation of this section in any court or 
administrative hearing who claims an exception under the provisions of this 
subsection D, shall have the burden of proving that said person(s) or business(es) 
met the above stated exception(s) at the time of the offense. 

SECTION 7.   That Title 2, Chapter 5, Section 15B. shall be amended to read as follows: 

B. Employee Education Required: All licensees and, for liquor licenses other than 
class C2 and K, not less than fifty percent (50%) of their employees who serve 



alcoholic beverages or otherwise come into contact with patrons of their 
establishment shall attend and complete an ILCC approved BASSET program. 
For class C2 and K licenses, all licensees and not less than fifty percent (50%) of 
their employees who serve or distribute alcoholic beverages shall attend and 
complete an ILCC approved BASSET program. All sales of alcoholic beverages 
in C2 and K licensed establishments must be rung up at a register operated by a 
person of the age of twenty one (21) years or older, who has completed an ILCC 
approved BASSET program.  

 SECTION 8.  All of the remaining sections of Title 2 of the Carbondale Revised Code 

shall remain in full force and effect. 

 SECTION 9.  That all ordinances and parts thereof in conflict herewith are expressly 

repealed and are of no other force and effect. 

 SECTION 10. The repeal of any ordinance by this Ordinance shall not affect any rights 

accrued or liability incurred under said repealed ordinance to the effective date hereof. The 

provisions of this Ordinance, insofar as they are the same or substantially the same as those of 

any prior ordinance, shall be construed as a continuation of said prior ordinance. 

 SECTION 11. That it is the intention of the City Council of the City of Carbondale that 

this Ordinance and every provision thereof shall be considered separable and the invalidity of 

any section, clause, or provision of this Ordinance shall not affect the validity of any other 

portion of this Ordinance. 

 SECTION 12. That the City Council of the City of Carbondale finds that the subject 

matter of this ordinance pertains to the government and affairs of the City of Carbondale and is 

passed pursuant to the provisions of Article VII, Section 6(a) of the 1970 Illinois Constitution. 

 

 

 



SECTION 13. That this Ordinance shall take effect upon its passage, approval, 

recording, and publication in pamphlet form in accordance with law.  

 
 
 
 
        APPROVED: _______________________________________ 
                                            John M. Henry, Mayor 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: _______________________________________ 
             Jennifer R. Sorrell, City Clerk 
 
APPROVED AS TO LEGALITY AND FORM: 
 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
          P. Michael Kimmel, City Attorney 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


