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Background:  
 
The AAUW, League of Women Voters Jackson County, and UN Association of Southern Illinois have asked the City 
of Carbondale to adopt a resolution in support of the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA). 
 
The ERA is a proposed amendment to the U.S. Constitution that is intended to guarantee equal rights regardless of sex. 
The U.S. Supreme Court has not interpreted the 14th Amendment’s Equal Protection clause to provide full protection 
for sex-based discrimination.  
 
Illinois is one of 38 States that have not ratified the amendment. 
 
The City of Carbondale is proposing the approval of a resolution in support of ratification of the ERA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommended Action: 
 
It is recommended that the City Council approve the resolution in support of an Equal Rights Amendment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Engineering 
Approval 
Obtained 

 
Finance 
Approval 
Obtained 

Legal 
Approval 
Obtained 

 
Approval 
Obtained 

 
Manager's 
Approval 
Obtained 

 
 
Council Action: Motion by _________________ 2nd by ___________________ to ___________________________ 
 

 
 



RESOLUTION NO. 2015-R-_____ 
 

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF RATIFICATION OF AN EQUAL RIGHTS 
AMENDMENT 

 

 WHEREAS, municipalities is the governmental entity in our system that is most closely 

aligned with the citizens and which is in close contact with its citizens; and 

 WHEREAS, the City of Carbondale is a community which strongly supports equal rights 

for the citizens of Carbondale; and 

 WHEREAS, the United States of America had previously considered an amendment 

which stated: 

Section 1: Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the United 
States or any state on account of sex. 
 
Section 2: The Congress shall have the power to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the 
provisions of this article. 
 
Section 3: This amendment shall take effect two years after ratification; and 
 
WHEREAS, there is a renewed effort in support of the said Equal Rights Amendment 

and its adoption and ratification as an amendment to the United States Constitution; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Carbondale believes that such Amendment would be in the best 

interest of its citizens. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF CARBONDALE, ILLINOIS AS FOLLOWS: 

 SECTION 1.  That the City of Carbondale urges the Illinois Governor, the General 

Assembly, the United States President, and the United States Congress to take any and all 

necessary action to adopt and ratify the Equal Rights Amendment that states as follows:  

Section 1: Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the United 
States or any state on account of sex. 



Section 2: The Congress shall have the power to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the 
provisions of this article. 
 
Section 3: This amendment shall take effect two years after ratification. 
 

 SECTION 2. That the Mayor, Interim City Manager, and staff of the City of 

Carbondale, Illinois are hereby authorized to take any and all reasonable, necessary, and proper 

action to carry out the intent and purpose of this Resolution. 

 SECTION 3.  That this Resolution be spread at length upon the minute records of the  
 
City Council of the City of Carbondale, Illinois. 
 
 SECTION 4.   That this Resolution shall take effect upon its passage, approval, 

recording, and publication in pamphlet form in accordance with law. 

 
 
 

APPROVED: ____________________________________ 
                                                               John M. Henry, Mayor 
 
 
 
ATTEST: _______________________________________ 
             Jennifer R. Sorrell, City Clerk 
 
APPROVED AS TO LEGALITY AND FORM: 
 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
          P. Michael Kimmel, City Attorney 
 
 


