
Request for City Council Action 
 Date: October 20, 2015   

 
Agenda Section: Consent Agenda 
 
No. 6 

Originating Department:  
Public Works - Cemetery  
 

 
Item: Resolution Authorizing the Interim City Manager 
to Enter into a Contract Purchase of Real Estate Adjacent 
to Oakland Cemetery for $202,000 
 
No. 6.3 

Approved: 
 

 
 

Background: 
City staff has been negotiating with the owners of the property located adjacent to Oakland Cemetery to purchase 45.8 
acres of property for the eventual expansion of Oakland Cemetery. Oakland cemetery is bordered by Rigdon Street on 
the south, Oakland Avenue on the east, E.T. Simonds Construction Company on the north, and 45.8 acres of vacant 
land on the west. As such Oakland Cemetery is essentially land locked with the only possibility of future expansion 
being on the vacant land to the west of the existing Cemetery. A map of existing Cemetery property (right hand side) 
and proposed land purchase (left hand side) is shown below. 

 

 
 
This property is currently owned by the Robert Miller family and consists of 45.8 acres of vacant land that is bordered 
on the west by wooded parcel adjacent to Little Crab Orchard Creek. A contract has been negotiated with the purchase 
price set at $202,000. Funds for this purchase will be transferred from the Cemetery Perpetual Care Fund into the 
FY2016 budget. Attached is a copy of the purchase agreement, and a resolution authorizing the Interim City Manager 
to enter into a contract to purchase the property. 
 

Recommended Action: 
The City Council is requested to approve a Resolution Authorizing the Interim City Manager to Enter Into a Contract 
to Purchase Real Estate Adjacent to Oakland Cemetery 
 
Engineering 
Approval 
Obtained 

Finance 
Approval 
Obtained 

Legal 
Approval 
Obtained 

 
Approval 
Obtained 

Manager's 
Approval 
Obtained 

 
Council Action:  Motion by _______________ 2nd by ________________ to ________________ 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2015-R-______ 
 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE INTERIM CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO 

A CONTRACT TO PURCHASE REAL ESTATE ADJACENT TO OAKLAND 
CEMETERY 

 
 WHEREAS, the City of Carbondale, Illinois, is a municipal corporation created under 

the laws of the State of Illinois; and 

 WHEREAS, the City of Carbondale, Illinois, is a home rule unit of local government 

under the Illinois Constitution, 1970, Article VII, Section 6; and  

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Article VII, Section 6(a), of the Illinois Constitution, 1970, the 

City of Carbondale may exercise any power and perform any function pertaining to its 

government and affairs including, but not limited to, the power to regulate for the protection of 

the public, health, safety, morals and welfare; and 

 WHEREAS, Robert A. Miller currently owns property adjacent to Oakland Cemetery; 

and 

 WHEREAS, the owner is willing to sell the said property to the City for the sale price of 

$202,000.00; and 

 WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the City of Carbondale to purchase the said 

property for the expansion of Oakland Cemetery. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF CARBONDALE, ILLINOIS, AS FOLLOWS:  

 SECTION 1.  That the City Council deems it in the best interest of the citizens of the 

City of Carbondale to purchase the property legally described as: 

Parcel Number 15-17-200-005-0021 and consisting of 45.8 acres 

which said property abuts property currently owned by the City. 



 SECTION 2. That the Interim City Manager is authorized to enter into a Contract to 

Purchase Real Estate, a copy of which is attached hereto, and made a part hereof as Exhibit 1. 

 SECTION 3.  That the Interim City Manager, Finance Director, and Staff are hereby 

authorized to take any and all necessary, reasonable and proper actions to carry out the intent and 

purpose of this Resolution and the attached contract. 

 SECTION 4.  That this Resolution be spread at length upon the minute records of the 

City Council of the City of Carbondale, Illinois. 

SECTION 5. That this Resolution shall take effect upon its passage, approval, recording,  
 
and publication in pamphlet form in accordance with law.  
 
 
 
 
        APPROVED: ________________________________________ 
                                                                   John M. Henry, Mayor 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: _______________________________________ 
             Jennifer R. Sorrell, City Clerk 
 
APPROVED AS TO LEGALITY AND FORM: 
 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
          P. Michael Kimmel, City Attorney 
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