
 Request for City Council Action 
 
 Date: March 24, 2015  

Agenda Section: Consent Agenda 
 
No. 5 

Originating Department: 
Finance-Purchasing 
Public Works - Motor Fuel Tax Maint. Operations 

Item:   Approval of Purchase of Rock Salt through the 
State of Illinois Joint Purchasing Program 

 
No. 5.7 

 
 
 

Background and Summary: 
 
The Procurement Services Division of the State of Illinois Department of Central Management Services (CMS) has 
notified the City that it will be soliciting bids for the purchase of rock salt sometime during May/June 2015. To 
participate in the joint purchase of bulk rock salt this year, the City is required to submit a requisition to CMS by 
March 27, 2015. 
 
In an effort to meet the demands of small and large communities, CMS is offering three options for committing to the 
purchase of  rock salt for FY2016:  
 
Option 1 - The City is required to purchase not less than 80% of the requested amount by June 30, 2016 with the 
vendor agreeing to supply a maximum of 120% of the requested amount (if needed) by March 1, 2016.  
 
Option 2 - The City is required to purchase 100% of the requested amount by June 30, 2016 with the vendor agreeing 
to supply a maximum of 120% of the requested amount (if needed) by March 1, 2016.  
 
Option 3 - Renew the existing Contract at a price not to exceed 10% above the current FY2015 price with a volume not 
to exceed 20% of last year’s request (The City of Carbondale is eligible for this option, but staff feels that bidding will 
yield a lower price than the current $95.18/Ton due to the excess supply that is currently available). 
 
All options allow the City to purchase up to 50% of the requested amount by November 30, 2015. The State strongly 
encourages governmental units to order early and store as much salt as possible in order to prevent potential salt 
shortages during the winter. Staff recommends selecting purchasing commitment “Option 2” for 800 Tons as the City’s 
stock of rock salt is adequate due to the mild winter that Carbondale has experienced this season.  
 
Carbondale Revised Code Section 1-6-16 allows cooperative purchasing with other government units when the best 
interests of the City would thereby be served.  The purchase of rock salt through the State of Illinois' bid is in the City's 
best interests.  The State secures a contract bond from the vendor to guarantee delivery of the requisitioned amount and 
the price remains firm up to the 120% guaranteed limit for the duration of the contract.  Historically, the purchase of 
this commodity through Joint Purchasing has benefitted the City with below open market prices and guaranteed 
availability and delivery. 
 
The proposed requisition is for 800 tons with an estimated cost through the State Bid of $68,000.  Sufficient funds have 
been included in the FY 2016 Budget for the purchase of rock salt for highway snow and ice control from Motor Fuel 
Tax Funds.  
 

Engineering 
Approval 
Obtained 

Finance 
Approval 
Obtained 

Legal 
Approval 
Obtained 

______________ 
Approval 
Obtained 

Manager's 
Approval 
Obtained 

 
Council Action: Motion by:  

 
2nd by:   

 
to:   
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Approval of Purchase of Rock Salt through 
the State of Illinois Joint Purchasing Program 
 
March 24, 2015 
 
Carbondale Revised Code Section 1-6-13.E.7 allows exceptions to the formal contract procedure when it is determined to 
be in the best interests of the City. This would require an affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of those Council members 
present, but at least four (4) votes are required. (If all Council members are present, five (5) votes are required for 
approval.) 
 
Recommended Action: 
 
It is requested that the City Council: 
 
1. Reaffirm that the purchase of rock salt through the State of Illinois Joint Purchasing Program is in the best 

interests of the City of Carbondale, and move to Approve the Purchase of Rock Salt for highway snow and ice 
control; and 

 
2. Authorize the City Manager to submit a requisition to the State of Illinois Department of Central Management 

Services for 800 tons of rock salt through the Joint Purchasing Program, using purchase commitment “Option 2”- 
With the City being required to purchase not less than 100% of the requested amount by June 30, 2016 with the 
vendor agreeing to supply a maximum of 120% of the requested amount (if needed) by March 1, 2016. 
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