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A meeting of the Local Liquor Control Commission was held immediately prior to this Council Meeting. 
 
The City Council of the City of Carbondale, Illinois held a regular meeting on Tuesday, June 21, 2011, in 
City Council Chambers, 200 South Illinois Avenue. Mayor Fritzler called the meeting to order at 8:02 
p.m. with the following members of the Council present/absent: 
 
1. Roll Call 

 
Present: Councilwoman Jane Adams, Councilman Lance Jack, Councilman Lee M. 

Fronabarger, Councilwoman Corene McDaniel, Councilman Chris Wissmann, 
Councilman Donald D. Monty and Mayor Fritzler 

Absent: None 
 
Also present were City Clerk Rachael E. Keehn, City Manager Allen D. Gill and various members of 
the City’s administrative staff. 
 

2. General Announcements and Proclamations 
 

Mayor Fritzler announced that Margie Parker had passed away this past week. Ms. Parker was the 
Coordinator of the Good Samaritan Ministries Food Pantry for the last 22 years, an election judge for 
32 years, a long-time volunteer with the Girl Scouts, the American Cancer Society, the Easter Seals 
Society, the Peace Coalition of Southern Illinois and Church Women United. In 2008, she received 
the Spirit of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Service Award. Mayor Fritzler noted her 
contributions and effort in everything she did.  
 
Mayor Fritzler announced the loss of DuQuoin Firefighter Corey Shaw, who was killed while 
fighting a fire in Pinckneyville the previous weekend. Mayor Fritzler noted that our firefighters put 
their lives on the line every time they are called out to serve and protect the community.  
 
A moment of silence was held in observance of the loss of Ms. Parker and Mr. Shaw. 
 

3. Public Hearings and Special Reports 
 

Chief O’Guinn gave a Special Report on the effects of methylenedioxypyrovalerone (MDPV), which 
is marketed as “Bath Salts”. (A copy of the report’s supporting documents is on record in the City 
Clerk’s office) 
 

4. Consent Agenda 
 
Presented for Council approval on the Consent Agenda were the following items and 
corresponding recommendations: 
  

1. Approval of Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting held on June 7, 2011. 
Recommendation: Approve. 

2. Approval of Warrant for Period Ending: 5/30/2011, FY 2011, Warrant # 1126. 
Recommendation: Approve in the amount of $64,574.77. (Exhibit A-6-21-2011) 

3. Approval of Warrant for Period Ending: 5/2/2011, FY 2011, Warrant # 1127. 
Recommendation: Approve in the amount of $1,062,591.93. (Exhibit B-6-21-2011) 

4. Acceptance of Minutes of Boards, Commissions and Committees. 
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Recommendation: Accept Carbondale Public Library Board of Trustees minutes of 
May 11, 2011, Carbondale Planning Commission minutes of April 20, 2011, and 
Carbondale Human Relations Commission minutes of May 2, 2011.  

5. Resolution to Authorize the City of Carbondale to Accept a Grant from the Illinois 
Emergency Management Agency (IEMA) to Purchase Radio Equipment for Public 
Works and to Authorize the City Manager to Enter Into an Agreement with IEMA. 
Recommendation: Approve. (2011-R-36; Exhibit C-6-21-2011) 

6. Resolution Allowing an Administrative Remedy for Violations of Chapter Fourteen 
(14) Title Seven (7) Paragraph Five (5) of the Carbondale Revised Code. 
Recommendation: Approve a Resolution authorizing violations of the newly enacted 
Ordinance 2011-28 be eligible for Pay-by-Mail program. (2011-R-37; Exhibit D-6-
21-2011) 

7. Removed from consent. 
 
Item 7 was pulled at Councilman Jack’s request.  
 
C. Wissmann moved, D. Monty seconded, that the Council approve Consent Agenda 
Items 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5 and 4.6. DISCUSSION: Priscilla Pimentel, 600 West Pecan, 
commented that she is in favor of the Ordinance passed concerning the restriction of “bath 
salts”. L. Jack noted his agreement with Ms. Pimentel’s remarks and asked a question 
about the agenda. VOTE: Ayes: J. Adams, L. Jack, L. Fronabarger, C. McDaniel, C. 
Wissmann, D. Monty and J. Fritzler. Nays: None.  Motion declared carried. 

 
4.7 Resolution Authorizing the Submission of a Grant Application Through the Illinois 

Department of Natural Resources for the Purchase of Land for the Future 
Development of Pedestrian and Bicycle Trails.  

  
J. Adams moved, L. Jack seconded, that the Council adopt the Resolution authorizing the 
City Manager to submit the Open Space Land Acquisition and Development (OSLAD) 
grant application. DISCUSSION: D. Monty commented on the appraisal process of the 
land and that the exact numbers may change in the process. J. Adams spoke in favor of 
developing Pedestrian and Bicycle Trails and its role in the revitalization of downtown 
Carbondale. VOTE: J. Adams, L. Jack, L. Fronabarger, C. McDaniel, C. Wissmann, D. 
Monty and J. Fritzler. Nays: None: Motion declared carried. (Res. 2011-R-38; Exhibit E-
6-21-2011) 

 
5. General Business 

 
5.1 Ordinance Adopting a Labor Agreement Between the City of Carbondale and 

General Teamsters Local No. 347 Affiliated With the International Brotherhood of 
Teamsters, Chauffeurs, Warehousemen and Helpers of America for Fiscal Years 
2012, 2013, 2014 and 2015.  

 
C. Wissmann moved, L. Fronabarger seconded, that the Council adopt an Ordinance 
adopting a labor agreement between the City of Carbondale and General Teamsters 
Local No. 347 affiliated with the International Brotherhood of Teamsters, Chauffeurs, 
Warehousemen and Helpers of America for Fiscal Years 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2015. 
DISCUSSION: Elius Reed asked whether the City had contracts with any other type of 
Labor Unions. City Manager Gill responded to the question. VOTE: J. Adams, L. Jack, 
L. Fronabarger, C. McDaniel, C. Wissmann, D. Monty and J. Fritzler. Nays: None: 
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Motion declared carried. (Ord. 2011-29, Exhibit F-6-21-2011) 
 

5.2 Ordinance Amending Title Two of the Carbondale Revised Code Affecting the 
Licensing of Package Liquor Sales 

 
No action was taken on this item. 
 

6. Citizens’ Comments and Questions 
 

Barry Spehn, 500 Charles Road #31, expressed his disappointment in the Council failing 
to discuss or act on the proposed Ordinance in Item 5.2.  
 
Priscilla Pimentel, 600 West Pecan, asked why citizen comments were not allowed during 
the Liquor Control Commission Meeting. Mayor Fritzler responded that citizens have an 
opportunity to comment on items during this portion of the agenda. Ms. Pimentel further 
commented that Citizen Comments and Questions should be moved back to the beginning 
of the agenda for citizens’ convenience. Ms. Pimentel also commented that she does not 
think that Council members should be fiscally penalized because they serve on the 
Council, and that City Code should not impede business. She expressed concern over how 
much the issue (Fat Pattie’s liquor license) could cost the City in legal fees. She further 
noted that she believes the issue to be personal and hopes that it can be resolved so that 
Mr. Jack can move forward with his business. 
 
Robert Weigert, Attorney for Schnuck Markets, remarked on the liquor code revision 
issue, and asked that the Council reconsider the issue of liquor sales in grocery stores 
because it was such a prominent issue during the recent campaigns and is an important 
issue to Schnuck Markets.  
 
Tom Akins Store, Manager for Schnuck Markets, commented that he would like to see the 
Council move forward on the liquor sales in grocery stores issue so that Schnuck’s 
customers may be better served. 
 
Jessica Bradshaw, 404 North Smith Street, expressed confusion over what happened with 
Item 5.2 and why there was no discussion, and asked what the next step is on the issue. 

 
7. Council Comments 

 
Councilman Monty addressed the issue of Item 5.2, and explained that there was no discussion 
because the motion to approve failed for lack of a second. Mr. Monty expressed his reasons for not 
seconding the motion. He noted that the Liquor Code does need to be changed, but that this particular 
proposed ordinance was moving too fast, and that it was clear to him from the discussion at the 
previous Liquor Advisory Board meeting that there were people who wanted to address the Board on 
the substance; that the issue was discussed in generalities rather than specifics, and that he had the 
impression those in attendance at that meeting expected the Liquor Advisory Board would further 
discuss the matter before it came back for action by the City Council. Mr. Monty noted that he 
personally would like to see the Liquor Advisory Board deal with the issue and the City Council 
resolve the issue relatively soon, hopefully by the August meeting. Mr. Monty expressed concern that 
the Liquor Advisory Board and other citizens have not yet considered the specific details and 
consequences of the proposed ordinance. He noted that there were a large number of businesses that 
could potentially apply for liquor licenses should the caps be removed as proposed, and that there are 
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several potential problems that may stem from that. Mr. Monty remarked and provided history on the 
boundary issue and the wet/dry issue in relation to the boundary issue, and some of the potential 
issues to be addressed in the City Code in relation to the proposed changes. Mr. Monty expressed his 
desire for the Liquor Advisory Board to address the issues in detail and come to a recommendation 
before the Council considers it. Mr. Monty further noted that he had provided an alternative to the 
proposed ordinance which was before the Council which is more limited in scope, but brings change, 
does introduce more competition, does provide some additional convenience for the shopping public, 
and could have some economic benefit to the community. Mr. Monty concluded that he was not 
prepared to vote for the proposed ordinance tonight because it was too soon, and because it goes 
farther than the public was thinking and expecting the Council to go; and that he hopes for the Liquor 
Advisory Board to wrap up their discussions before this comes back to the Council. 
 
Councilman Monty commented on the Fat Pattie’s liquor license issue from the preceding Local 
Liquor Control Commission meeting, saying that since a special meeting for a hearing has been called 
to consider the Fat Pattie’s liquor license then it is conceivable to have a special meeting before that 
meeting to consider his (Mr. Monty’s) issue of amending the City Code to resolve the issue of City 
Council members being required to serve on the Local Liquor Control Commission. However, Mr. 
Monty would rather have the item be brought to the Council in July after the Liquor Advisory Board 
has an opportunity to consider it.  
 
Councilwoman Adams commented that she shared many of the reservations that Mr. Monty has 
concerning the proposed ordinance in Item 5.2, particularly that the Liquor Advisory Board had not 
completed their deliberations and that the Liquor Advisory Board had not yet considered the proposed 
ordinance. Ms. Adams further noted that there should be a couple of important provisions that need to 
be put into the proposal before the proposal can be implemented. Ms. Adams continued that the 
Liquor Advisory Board needs to be able to finish its consideration and come to a recommendation 
before the Council considers the issue, and personally apologized to those in the audience who were 
disappointed in the failure to act on the issue at this meeting.  
 
Councilwoman Adams commented that she had learned from the Daily Egyptian last week that the 
Carbondale Police had raided Kevin Kirkwood’s home and seized his cell phone after he was quoted 
in the Daily Egyptian as saying he recorded a meeting with then-Mayor Brad Cole. Ms. Adams 
gathered that the meeting took place in Mayor Cole’s office dealing with official business regarding 
how Mr. Kirkwood might obtain a liquor license. Ms. Adams noted that she was stunned at the news 
of the search of Mr. Kirkwood’s home, and thought that unless there was something more to this 
issue than the recording of a conversation, the Carbondale Police and the Judge who gave them a 
search warrant had overstepped the bounds of reasonable behavior. Ms. Adams expressed that she 
does not believe that recording a public official who is acting in his official capacity in his public 
office does not rise to the level of threatening the safety of the community. Ms. Adams encouraged 
the Daily Egyptian to pursue the police report, as they said they would. Further, Ms. Adams noted 
that she has in the past praised the Police Department and Chief for their enforcement of our laws and 
the resultant reduction in crime, but that she believes this raid runs counter to those efforts, eroding 
the trust between the citizens and their government. Ms. Adams expressed her desire for it to be on 
record that this was not an action with which she concurs as a representative on the City Council. 
 
Councilman Jack remarked that he also wanted to apologize to those in the audience who came 
expecting action on Item 5.2, but that he agrees with Mr. Monty and Ms. Adams that the issue needs 
more in-depth discussion before being voted on and that good government should not take a back seat 
to rapidly fulfilling campaign promises. Mr. Jack also noted that if business incentives were part of 
the consideration of the issue, raising or removing the cap on bar liquor licenses should also be 
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considered. Mr. Jack also expressed a desire to have the Council seek an outside opinion, perhaps 
from the Illinois State Liquor Control Commission on any proposed changes to the Code concerning 
a Councilmember serving as Local Liquor Control Commissioner to try to avoid further confusion in 
interpreting and applying the law. 
 
Councilman Fronabarger expressed disappointment over the failure to discuss and act on the issue in 
Item 5.2, and had hoped to have a robust discussion on the issue. Mr. Fronabarger noted that this is 
not a new issue and that the people of Carbondale are ready to have the issue resolved, and that the 
citizens of Carbondale want the same privileges as those in surrounding communities who have the 
ability to shop in grocery stores for alcohol. 
 
Councilman Wissmann noted that it behooves us all – citizens, elected officials, administrative 
employees, members of the audience – that when you have problems with somebody the classy thing 
to do is to meet with them face to face, and talk to them – not shame them in public. Mr. Wissmann 
expressed that he was sorry that on a couple of occasions during this meeting that did not happen.  
 
Councilwoman McDaniel commented that when you are in a campaign for any kind of office, the 
emphasis is on “I” but once you are elected you have to convince a majority of the voting officials of 
your position, otherwise you are unable to accomplish what you set out to do.  Ms. McDaniel 
commended the Public Safety Department and police officers for the running of the torch for the 
Special Olympics the previous week. She expressed her appreciation for the recognition of the 
Special Olympic team and those who came out in support of them. 
 
Mayor Fritzler reminded the public that the City Council’s emails and phone numbers are public and 
available on the website, and that the public is encouraged to contact members of the Council and 
schedule meetings with them whenever they have issues they would like to discuss. Mayor Fritzler 
agreed with Councilman Fronabarger in his surprise that Item 5.2 failed to even get discussed, 
especially considering that there has been so much discussion of it in Council Comments. Mayor 
Fritzler noted that this topic has been discussed for over 20 years within the community, and that it 
has been in front of the Liquor Advisory Board several times, and most recently was in front of them 
for discussion just to refresh the issue. Mayor Fritzler further noted that he is unsure why people think 
this issue is being rushed when it has been discussed for so many years.  
 

8. Adjournment 
  

There being no further business to come before the City Council, the meeting was declared adjourned at  
9:17 p.m.   
      
       _______________________________________ 

     Rachael E. Keehn, City Clerk 
 
Approved by the City Council on: 
 
_____________________________ 
 


