
City Council of the City of Carbondale, Illinois 
Regular Meeting 

April 19, 2011 
 
The City Council of the City of Carbondale, Illinois held a regular meeting on Tuesday, April 19, 2011, in 
City Council Chambers, 200 South Illinois Avenue. Mayor Brad Cole called the meeting to order at 7:00 
p.m. with the following-named members of the City Council present/absent: 
 
1. Roll Call 

 
Present: Councilwoman Mary Pohlmann, Councilman Chris Wissmann, Councilman Steven  
  Haynes, Councilman Michael Neill, Councilman Joel Fritzler, Councilwoman Corene  
  McDaniel and Mayor Brad Cole. 
Absent: None. 
 
Also present were City Clerk Rachael E. Keehn, City Manager Allen D. Gill and various members of 
the City’s administrative staff. 
 

2. General Announcements and Proclamations 
 

Councilwoman Pohlmann announced that there would be two sessions for training trainers 
for “Map Your Neighborhood” – the Disaster Preparedness Program at the neighborhood 
level. The two identical sessions will be held on Monday, April 25 from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
at the Carbondale Civic Center and Tuesday, April 26 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at 
John A. Logan College. She also announced that this is the time period for the New 
Madrid Bicentennial observance, and the “Great Central United States Shakeout” to 
commemorate that earthquake is on April 28, 2011, with disaster preparedness drills being 
held. 
 
Mayor Cole announced that City Hall will be closed on Friday, April 22, 2011 in 
observance of the Good Friday holiday. 
 
Mayor Cole announced that there would be an Open House and Dedication Ceremony for 
the newly completed Public Safety Center on Saturday, April 23, 2011. The public is 
invited to come and tour the facility from 1:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m.  
 

3. Citizens’ Comments and Questions 
 

Barry Spehn, 500 Charles Road #31, expressed his frustration with the City Council and 
Building and Neighborhood Services for allowing the road that he lives on to remain in 
poor condition with potholes. He said that he recognizes that it is a private road, but that it 
is within the City, and that the codes could still be enforced. Mr. Spehn said that he hopes 
the incoming City Council will address the problem. 
 
Dr. Rita Cheng, Chancellor of Southern Illinois University, presented Mayor Cole with a 
Proclamation recognizing him for his loyalty and outstanding assistance to Southern 
Illinois University and the City of Carbondale.  

 
4. Public Hearings and Special Reports 
 

1. Swearing In Ceremony – Carbondale Fire Personnel 
 
Mayor Cole administered the Oath of Office to new Fire Fighter Wesley Clemons. 



City Council of the City of Carbondale, Illinois – April 19, 2011 
 

 
2 

 

 
2. Public Hearing on an Annexation Agreement With Virginia Franklin for Property 

Located on Dogwood Road 
 
 The minutes of this Public Hearing were transcribed separately. 
 

5. Consent Agenda 
 
Presented for Council approval on the Consent Agenda were the following items and 
corresponding recommendations: 
  

1. Approval of Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting and Public Hearing Held 
on March 29, 2011. Recommendation: Approve. 

2. Approval of Warrant for Period Ending: 03/21/11, FY 2011, Warrant # 1119. 
Recommendation: Approve in the amount of $2,041,605.16. (Exhibit A-4-19-2011) 

3. Acceptance of Minutes of Boards, Commissions and Committees. Recommendation: 
Accept Planning Commission minutes of February 16, 2011 and March 22, 2011 and 
Preservation Commission minutes of February 14, 2011. 

4.  Removed from Consent. 
5. Removed from Consent. 
6.  Removed from Consent. 
7.  Removed from Consent. 
8.  Resolution Approving the Subdivision and Subdivision Agreement for the Prairie 

Villas Subdivision. Recommendation: Move to adopt the Resolution approving the 
Subdivision and Subdivision Agreement. (Res. 2011-R-21, Exhibit G-4-19-2011) 

9.  Ordinance Approving Rolf Schilling’s Request to Rezone a 1.7 Acre Parcel Located 
at 2760 W. Chautaqua Street from AG, General Agriculture to R-1-15D Low Density 
Residential Two-Unit Dwelling.  Recommendation: Move to adopt the Ordinance 
approving the request to rezone 1.7 acres located at 2760 W. Chautaqua Street from 
AG, General Agriculture, to R-1-15D, Low Density Residential, Two-Unit Dwelling. 
(Ord. 2011-17, Exhibit H-4-19-2011) 

10.  Resolution Proclaiming Results of the April 5, 2011 General Municipal Election. 
Recommendation: Approve the Resolution proclaiming the results of the Municipal 
Election held on April 5, 2011. (Res. 2011-R-22, Exhibit I-4-19-2011)  

11.  Removed from Consent. 
12.  Appointments and Reappointment to Boards and Commissions. Recommendation: 

Concur with the Mayor’s recommended appointment of Chris Wissmann to the 
Carbondale Convention and Tourism Board to complete an unexpired term ending 
April 30, 2013, appointment of Debbie Moore to the Preservation Commission to a 
term to expire October 31, 2013, and reappointment of Barbara Levine to the Library 
Board to a term expiring June 30, 2014.  

13. Removed from Consent. 
 
The Mayor asked if anyone would like any items removed from the Consent Agenda. 
Items 5.4, 5.5, 5.6, 5.7, 5.11, and 5.13 were removed from the Consent Agenda.  
 

S. Haynes moved, M. Pohlmann seconded, that the Council approve Consent Agenda Items 
5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 5.8, 5.9, 5.10 and 5.12. VOTE: Ayes: M. Pohlmann, C. Wissmann, S. Haynes, M. 
Neill, J. Fritzler, C. McDaniel and B. Cole.  Nays: None.  Motion declared carried. 
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4. Resolution Relating to Participation by Elected Officials in the Illinois Municipal 
Retirement Fund.  
 

      C. Wissmann moved, M. Neill seconded that the Council adopt a resolution related to 
participation by elected officials in the Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund. 
DISCUSSION: Councilwoman Pohlmann expressed concern about the affect of this 
Resolution on future elected officials and noted her objection to the contents of the 
Resolution in its entirety. VOTE: Ayes: S. Haynes, M. Neill, C. McDaniel and B. 
Cole. Nays: M. Pohlmann, C. Wissmann and J. Fritzler. Motion declared carried.  
(Res. 2011-R-19, Exhibit B-4-19-2011) 
 

5. Ordinance Amending Title Three (3) of the Carbondale Revised Code as it Relates to 
Animal Care.  
 
C. Wissmann moved, J. Fritzler seconded to Adopt the Ordinance amending Title 
Three (3) of the Carbondale Revised Code as it relates to animal care. DISCUSSION: 
C. Wissmann asked a question about enforcement of the proposed ordinance. M. 
Pohlmann expressed her support for the ordinance. VOTE: Ayes: M. Pohlmann, C. 
Wissmann, S. Haynes, M. Neill, J. Fritzler, C. McDaniel and B. Cole. Nays: None. 
Motion declared carried. (Ord. 2011-14, Exhibit C-4-19-2011) 
 

6. Resolution Accepting a HOME Homebuyer Grant From the Illinois Housing 
Development Authority and Authorizing the Execution of Grant Documents. 
 
S. Haynes moved, M. Pohlmann seconded to Approve a Resolution accepting the 
HOME Homebuyer Grant from the Illinois Housing Development Authority and 
Authorizing the Execution of Grant Documents. DISCUSSION: Councilman Haynes 
indicated that he wished to pull this item from the Consent Agenda so special attention 
could be brought to the program and Khristina Vaughn and Ron Bryant who 
implement the program. VOTE: Ayes: M. Pohlmann, C. Wissmann, S. Haynes, M. 
Neill, J. Fritzler, C. McDaniel and B. Cole. Nays: None. Motion declared carried. 
(Res. 2011-R-20, Exhibit D-4-19-2011) 
 

7. Ordinance Authorizing the Execution of an Annexation Agreement Between the City 
and Virginia Franklin and an Ordinance Approving the Annexation of the Property 
Located on Dogwood Road.  
 
C. Wissmann moved, C. McDaniel seconded to adopt the Ordinance authorizing the 
execution of an Annexation Agreement between the City of Carbondale and Virginia 
Franklin and adopt the Ordinance approving the annexation of the property on 
Dogwood Road. DISCUSSION: M. Pohlmann asked a question about whether the 
ordinance needed to go before the Planning Commission and inquired about what 
liability the City would incur by allowing the discharge of firearms in City limits. 
Councilman Fritzler inquired as to the necessity of this annexation and expressed deep 
concern regarding allowing the use of firearms within City limits. Councilman Fritzler 
expressed his opposition to the ordinance. Mayor Cole noted that hunting is already 
allowed on the property and that this annexation will allow us to annex other 
properties in the future. Councilman Haynes inquired about the properties that could 
potentially annex in the future by approving this ordinance. VOTE: Ayes: M. 
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Pohlmann, C. Wissmann, S. Haynes, M. Neill, C. McDaniel and B. Cole. Nays: J. 
Fritzler. Motion declared carried. (Ord. 2011-15, Ord. 2011-16, Exhibits E-4-19-2011 
and F-4-19-2011)  
 

11. Award of Contract for Design and Installation of an HVAC System for the Attucks 
School Property Located at 410 East Main Street. 
 
S. Haynes moved, C. Wissmann seconded to Award the Contract for Design and 
Installation of an HVAC System for the Attucks School Property Located at 410 East 
Main Street. DISCUSSION: Councilwoman Pohlmann asked a question about the 
funding responsibilities for the remainder of the HVAC system cost after the grant 
funds. Councilwoman Pohlmann also noted that per a lease agreement the lessees are 
responsible for maintenance. Mayor Cole noted that the City Council had previously 
voted to approve these improvements and apply for the grant funds. Councilman 
Fritzler remarked that he would like to see a plan for when the property will be 
completed and when the City’s financial responsibilities will end regarding the 
property. VOTE: Ayes: M. Pohlmann, C. Wissmann, S. Haynes, M. Neill, J. Fritzler, 
C. McDaniel and B. Cole. Nays: None. Motion declared carried. 
 

13. Resolution Approving a Preliminary BPL Development Plan for The Landings at Reed 
Station Crossing.  

 
S. Haynes moved, M. Neill seconded to adopt the Resolution approving the 
preliminary BPL development plan for The Landings at Reed Station Crossing. 
DISCUSSION: Councilwoman Pohlmann noted that the BPL does allow for 
residential use, and asked whether a BPL was appropriate in place of a PUD. 
Councilman Wissmann inquired as to who would own the proposed facilities. VOTE: 
Ayes: M. Pohlmann, C. Wissmann, S. Haynes, M. Neill, J. Fritzler, C. McDaniel and 
B. Cole. Nays: None. Motion declared carried. (Res. 2011-R-23, Exhibit J-4-19-2011) 

 
6. General Business 
 

1. Resolution Commending Finance Director Ernest Tessone for Service to the City of 
Carbondale.  

 
 Following the reading of the Resolution, C. McDaniel moved and C. Wissmann 

seconded that the Council move to adopt the Resolution Commending Finance 
Director Ernest Tessone for Service to the City of Carbondale. VOTE: Ayes: M. 
Pohlmann, C. Wissmann, S. Haynes, M. Neill, J. Fritzler, C. McDaniel and B. Cole. 
Nays: None.  Motion declared carried.  (Res. 2011-R-18; Exhibit K-4-19-2011). 

 
2. Resolution Authorizing the City Manager to Execute Contracts With Community 

Organizations. 
 

i. Recommended Action: That the City Council adopt a resolution approving 
funding for the Carbondale Elementary School District 95 Summer Reading and 
Math Academy and authorizing the City Manager to enter into a contract for the 
program. 
 
C. McDaniel moved, M. Neill seconded to adopt a Resolution approving funding 
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for the Carbondale Elementary School District 95 Summer Reading and Math 
Academy and authorizing the City Manager to enter into a contract for the 
program. DISCUSSION: Donald Monty, 408 South Giant City Road and Jane 
Adams, 606 West Elm Street expressed their opposition to the ordinance. 
Seymour Bryson, Carbondale, Mary-Beth Goff *, 1304 West Chatauqua Street, 
and Roger Pfister, President of District 95 School Board all expressed their 
support for the resolution. Councilwoman Pohlmann expressed concern about 
spending City funds on a program for another taxing body, and also noted that the 
lack of accountability for the program would make it difficult to track the success 
of the program. Councilman Fritzler noted that the mission of the City is to 
provide services to its residents and that in difficult economic times the City 
should focus on the provision of services rather than funding school programs. 
Councilwoman McDaniel expressed her support for the program, noting that the 
education of children is important and that there is never a guarantee regarding the 
future success of programs. Councilwoman McDaniel also noted that the City 
should help the community’s children whenever it can. VOTE: Ayes: S. Haynes, 
M. Neill, C. McDaniel and B. Cole. Nays: M. Pohlmann, C. Wissmann and J. 
Fritzler. Motion declared carried. (Res. 2011-R-25, Exhibit L-4-19-2011) 

 
 * At 8:28 p.m. the meeting was recessed due to a tornado warning. The meeting was 

reconvened at 9:00 p.m. 
 

ii. Recommended Action: That the City Council adopt a resolution approving 
funding for the “I Can Read” program and authorizing the City Manager to enter 
into a contract for the program.  
 
C. McDaniel moved, S. Haynes seconded to adopt a resolution approving funding 
for the “I Can Read” program and authorizing the City Manager to enter into a 
contract for the program. DISCUSSION: Abdul Haqq, Director of Attucks 
Community Services, expressed his support for the resolution. Mr. Haqq also 
provided copies of signed petitions by various citizens of Carbondale who also 
support the City’s funding for Attucks Community Services and the programs they 
provide. VOTE: Ayes: M. Pohlmann, S. Haynes, M. Neill, C. McDaniel and B. 
Cole. Nays: C. Wissmann and J. Fritzler. Motion declared carried. (Res. 2011-R-
26, Exhibit M-4-19-2011) 
 

iii. Recommended Action: That the City Council adopt a resolution approving 
funding and authorizing the City Manager to enter into contracts with the 
following: Boys and Girls Club of Carbondale ($30,000); Carbondale Community 
Arts ($48,000); Carbondale Main Street ($12,000); Good Samaritan Ministries 
($18,500); Science Center ($10,000); Senior Adult Services ($33,750); Southern 
Illinois Regional Social Services ($12,500); The Women’s Center ($12,500); and 
Carbondale Convention and Tourism Bureau ($317,500). 
 
S. Haynes moved, C. Wissmann seconded to adopt a resolution approving funding 
and authorizing the City Manager to enter into contracts with the following: Boys 
and Girls Club of Carbondale ($30,000); Carbondale Community Arts ($48,000); 
Carbondale Main Street ($12,000); Good Samaritan Ministries ($18,500); Science 
Center ($10,000); Senior Adult Services ($33,750); Southern Illinois Regional 
Social Services ($12,500); The Women’s Center ($12,500); and Carbondale 
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Convention and Tourism Bureau ($317,500). VOTE: M. Pohlmann, C. Wissmann, 
S. Haynes, M. Neill, J. Fritzler, C. McDaniel and B. Cole. Nays: None.  Motion 
declared carried.  (Res. 2011-R-24; Exhibit N-4-19-2011). 

 
iv. S. Haynes moved to approve funding for Attucks Community Services in the 

amount of $35,680 for FY 2012. C. McDaniel seconded the motion. 
DISCUSSION: Councilwoman McDaniel inquired as to the proposed use of the 
proposed funding. Councilman Haynes clarified that the proposed funding is 
without stipulation as to its use. VOTE: Ayes: S. Haynes and C. McDaniel. Nays: 
M. Pohlmann, C. Wissmann, M. Neill, J. Fritzler and B. Cole. Motion declared 
failed.  

 
3.  Ordinance Approving FY 2012 City of Carbondale Budget, a Resolution Approving     

the Five-Year Community Investment Program and an Ordinance Approving the 
Carbondale Public Library Budget.  

 
i. Recommended Action: That the City Council adopt an ordinance for the City of 

Carbondale Annual Operating Budget for the Fiscal Year 2012, which includes 
the period from May 1, 2011 through April 30, 2012, with the budget total being 
$40,958,284, including funding for the District 95 Summer Academy and funding 
for “I Can Read.” 

   
  C. Wissmann moved, C. McDaniel seconded to adopt an ordinance for the City of 

 Carbondale Annual Operating Budget for the Fiscal Year 2012, which includes 
 the  period from May 1, 2011 through April 30, 2012, with the budget total being 
 40,958,284 including funding for the District 95 Summer Academy and funding 
 for “I Can Read.” VOTE: C. Wissmann, S. Haynes, M. Neill, C. McDaniel  and 
 B. Cole. Nays: M. Pohlmann and J. Fritzler. Motion declared carried.  
 (Ord. 2011-18; Exhibit O-4-19-2011). 

 
ii. Recommended Action: That the City Council adopt a resolution approving the 

Five-Year Community Investment Program for Fiscal Years 2012 through 2016 in 
the amount of $8,924,000. 

 
S. Haynes moved, C. McDaniel seconded to adopt a resolution approving the 
Five-Year Community Investment Program for Fiscal Years 2012 through 2016 in 
the amount of $8,924,000. VOTE: M. Pohlmann, C. Wissmann, S. Haynes, M. 
Neill, J. Fritzler, C. McDaniel and B. Cole. Nays: None.  Motion declared carried.  
(Res. 2011-R-27; Exhibit Q-4-19-2011). 
 

iii. Recommended Action: That the City Council adopt an ordinance for the 
Carbondale Public Library in the amount of in the amount of $960,338 for the 
Fiscal Year 2012, which includes the period from May 1, 2011 through April 30, 
2012.   

 
C. Wissmann moved, J. Fritzler seconded to adopt an ordinance for the 
Carbondale Public Library in the amount of in the amount of $960,338 for the 
Fiscal Year 2012, which includes the period from May 1, 2011 through April 30, 
2012. VOTE: M. Pohlmann, C. Wissmann, S. Haynes, M. Neill, J. Fritzler, C. 
McDaniel and B. Cole. Nays: None.  Motion declared carried.  (Res. 2011-R-27; 



City Council of the City of Carbondale, Illinois – April 19, 2011 
 

 
7 

 

Exhibit Q-4-19-2011). 
 
4.  Ordinance Adopting the Pay Plan for Non-Bargaining Unit Employees for FY 2012 
 

C. Wissmann moved, S. Haynes seconded to approve the ordinance adopting the pay 
plan for non-bargaining unit employees for FY 2012 beginning May 1, 2011 and 
ending April 30, 2012. VOTE: M. Pohlmann, C. Wissmann, S. Haynes, M. Neill, J. 
Fritzler, C. McDaniel and B. Cole. Nays: None.  Motion declared carried.  (Ord. 2011-
20; Exhibit R-4-19-2011). 
 

5. Ordinance Amending Water and Sewer Rate Structure 
 

C. Wissmann moved, S. Haynes seconded to adopt an Ordinance amending the City 
Code by revising the water service charge rates and sewer service charge rates effective 
July 1, 2011. VOTE: M. Pohlmann, C. Wissmann, S. Haynes, M. Neill, J. Fritzler, C. 
McDaniel and B. Cole. Nays: None.  Motion declared carried.  (Ord. 2011-21; Exhibit 
S-4-19-2011). 

 
7. Council Comments 

 
City Manager Allen Gill and Mayor Cole presented Councilwoman Pohlmann, Councilman Haynes 
and Councilman Neill each with a plaque in recognition of their time served on the Carbondale City 
Council.  
 
City Manager Allen Gill presented Mayor Cole with a railroad spike in recognition of his many years 
of service to the City of Carbondale.  
 
Mayor Cole presented all Council members with a collage print of various Carbondale landmarks as a 
gift in recognition of, and in thanks for, their service on the City Council.  
 
Councilman Neill gave the following remarks:  

It’s been a privilege to come back and do this. I thought eight years ago that I was done with 
politics, but not only did I come back – I had so much fun I ran for the School Board, where I’m 
going on to my next career so that I will be the first person in the history of Carbondale to have 
served on the Park District Board, the City Council and the School Board. Thank you all for 
letting me come back and serve. 

 
Councilwoman Pohlmann gave the following remarks:  

I must say, this has been a tremendous growth experience for me. I’ve done a lot of things in my 
life, but this really takes the cake. Truly it has been an eye-opening experience.  I have learned so 
much about my City, I have met so many wonderful people, and I’ve become the queen of the 
three to four vote, most of the time being on the short side of that.  It’s been a little frustrating 
sometimes . . . we sit up here and sometimes wonder why we’re talking – are we trying to 
convince our colleagues of the wisdom of our position, or are we trying to share our position with 
those in the audience? I do believe it’s a bit of both, but I’ve been frustrated that I haven’t been 
able to convince my colleagues of the wisdom of my position on more occasions. But there are 
two things that I’m most proud of. The first of those is actually the reason I ran, and that is Smoke 
Free Carbondale.  Smoke Free Carbondale has become the model for many cities in Illinois and 
beyond. I never believed that we would have Smoke Free Illinois, but we did. And I am very, 
very proud of the small part that I had in that. The other thing that I’m very proud of and that is a 
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continuing interest of mine is “Map Your Neighborhood” disaster preparedness, and I will 
continue in that role when I am off the Council. I would like to thank everyone who has shown 
me that real participatory politics and real participatory democracy is at the local level. We can do 
more about what occurs in our own City than we can do at any other level of politics, and I thank 
you for opening my eyes to that. Thank you so much. 

 
Councilman Fritzler gave the following remarks: 

First of all I want to thank my wife for allowing me all the time that she does . . . today is our 
fourteenth anniversary and she is allowing me to come here and talk budget  . . . so thanks to her. 
I’ve been able to serve with all the Council members here at least for a number of years. I just 
want to thank everyone for their service to the City and to the Council. As you know we have a 
pretty diverse Council, and even the Council coming on next month is a pretty diverse Council. I 
think it’s a pretty good mirror image of Carbondale, which Carbondale is probably one of the 
most diverse places I’ve lived and I’ve lived all over the world, so I just want to say thank you. 
Most of the time I’m on the short end of the voting docket, which is fine – that’s what democracy 
is about. . . I just want to thank each one of you. We’ve each had our times of disagreement and 
agreement, but like I said that’s part of our democracy. There are people all over the world who 
are dying as they’re fighting to have the same democracy that we have. For me personally, it was 
very disappointing the voter turnout in this last election – and for any election in the United 
States. The people that are here on this Council put their necks out and put their reputations on 
the line to serve the town and so I thank each one of them.  

 
Councilman Haynes gave the following remarks: 

I would like to take an opportunity to thank my wife, my family and all the residents of 
Carbondale, those who voted for me and those who didn’t.  I think like some of my fellow 
Council members we’ve seen democracy in action as a whole and to varying degrees. We’ve had 
a very diverse Council at this table, and I think that you have seen our commitment as Council 
members and as members of this community to do our best to make Carbondale a better place.  
There are times when we look at each other and we think we know how the vote is going to come 
about, but then there are one or two words from the group or the community that make an impact. 
That has been one of the privileges I’ve had of serving the residents of Carbondale for the past 
eight years.  When the Council was expanded in 2003 and we were given the opportunity to run 
and participate, I was very pleased at the chance to serve my City and my hometown, and I still 
enjoy it. We will still be around kicking, screaming, yelling and speaking up when need be. 
Talking truth when need be, and requesting truth when need be.  I give out my full prayers and 
hopes for Mr. Fritzler and the new Council coming in . . . and I hope and pray that you will show 
the diversity of the Council and take an opportunity to reflect on that diversity of our City and to 
use that in the making of your choices in your wisdom. We have some very unique communities 
within Carbondale – whether it be the African-American community, the Hispanic community, 
the Arbor District, the Northeast side or wherever, and all of them make up Carbondale as a 
whole. I think that when we represent one we have to represent all, and I hope that the new 
Council members will continue to remember those words. I say those words with a little bit of 
reflection. . . Politics is not an easy family; you have to have a tough skin and the development of 
such. With that being said, and with my appreciation for Carbondale, I thank each and every one 
of you here this evening . . . I really appreciate my fellow Council members who have allowed us 
to grow together and with each other. . . I do appreciate that time that you’ve allowed that to 
happen. Thanks to the Carbondale community once more. 

 
Councilman Wissmann gave the following remarks: 

I would like to thank everybody up here, especially our departing colleagues – Dr. Pohlmann, Mr. 
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Neill, Mr. Haynes and Mayor Cole. Over the years we’ve voted seven to nothing on probably 
95% of everything. Things got contentious with probably .375% of our votes, give or take. I’d 
really like to thank all of them because whenever we’ve had a contentious vote and we’ve cast 
our vote, all of you have allowed me to move on to the next vote without holding a grudge, 
maintaining an open door, being willing and free to call me and talk to me about other things and 
working for the betterment of the City. To me that’s what it’s all about. To me, item 6.3, we 
might beat each other up about it, but when we’re done with that we go to item 6.4 with a clean 
slate, and that’s what we do. You’ve allowed me to disagree with you on certain points . . .  and 
then called me to talk about it when those rare disagreements have happened. 

 
Councilwoman McDaniel gave the following remarks: 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Council for their service. I have enjoyed 
working with all of you and look forward to working with a new Council. I may not always say 
very much up here, but rest assured that I’ve done my homework and I feel good about my vote, 
when I need to speak I will speak. To the incoming Council, I welcome you with open arms and 
if I can do anything I’m here to assist you. . . I also would like to thank the Mayor for his service.  
I have really, really enjoyed working with him. I have enjoyed learning from him. I have grown a 
great deal, and I trust that he will have a successful career in whatever he chooses to do. Mayor 
Cole may be leaving the post of Mayor, but he will not ever forget Carbondale. 
 

Chief O’Guinn presented Mayor Cole with a plaque honoring him as an honorary retiree of the 
Carbondale Police Department, because of Mayor Cole’s commitment to public safety and continuous 
support of and inspiration to the Carbondale Police Department.  
 
Mayor Cole gave the following remarks:  

Allow me to begin by thanking Council members for their comments tonight, and also by congratulating 
those who have been elected to serve as a part of this body politic. I wish each of you well and I am 
confident, no matter what challenges come forward, that you will do what is right in your mind and the 
citizens of Carbondale will be represented. 
 
This is a time to pause and reflect, as well as a time to energize and move forward. As I thought back, 
this weekend, about my last eight years as your mayor, and the four previous years when I served on 
the City Council, a lot of memories surfaced. Of course, they were not all happy or pleasant memories, but 
most of them were and even the bad ones seemed to have softened some with time. 
 
This community has given me many opportunities. First, as a student at Southern Illinois University. I was 
welcomed on campus with open arms, as a small town 17-year-old boy who wasn't quite sure what college 
or anything else would bring for the future. Then, as a member of the community and elected 
representative. I have been elected four times here, in citywide elections, including both the park 
district and city. I have been in elected office in Carbondale for 14 of the 21 years that I have lived here. 
 
When I was elected mayor eight years ago, I don't know if I was ready for the City or if the City was 
ready for me. Probably neither. I do know that I was very young then, just 31, and that my grey hair has 
come in naturally, much to the disbelief of people that still think I color it. 
 
I think it is fair to say that I have grown in this position, not just in the sense of physical years but in the 
way I act and react and in my perspective toward things. There have been many teachers along the 
way, a few trusted confidants and political advisors, and lots of friends. There has been so much that I 
have gained as a result of this job and, yes, I will miss it. Some of what I gained is from those things I've 
lost. Losing things gives you insight on priorities and values. Most specifically, losing my father at his 



City Council of the City of Carbondale, Illinois – April 19, 2011 
 

 
10 

 

death five years ago. He and so many others are missed daily. 
 
One of the things I learned is, and I don't know who to attribute this quote to, "if you want to collect 
fruit, you have to go out on a limb." I don't believe that all challenges are opportunities, but I do think 
challenges are part of the process and being goal-oriented helps you stay focused. In another saying I 
can't cite, you don't stop breathing just because you can't see the air, so don't give up on your goals 
just because you can't see any progress. I say, give it your best, no matter what, when, where or how. 
Always give it your best. 
 
I had reasons when I ran for mayor in 2003. I had plans and ideas and goals and hopes that I put down 
in a position paper. I did the same thing when I successfully ran for reelection in 2007. I marked my 
first 100 days with a progress report and I accounted to the voters and the general public each year 
with an annual address to the community. Those were all new aspects of an active approach that I 
took in the office. This book contains those position papers. That report and those speeches, as well as a 
listing of every proclamation ever issued, these comments tonight, and other retrospective pieces of my 
administration. Basically, this is eight years bound together in a three-ring binder. And now it goes on 
a shelf somewhere at home. 
I am proud to say that we have accomplished, together, nearly every single issue that was put forth. 
Some things were adapted or modified and some things are still in progress, but our completion rate is 
better than could ever have been expected. To highlight some of the accomplishments we have seen, 
think about these points: 

- We have gone eight years without the collection of a municipal property tax 
- We have demolished nearly 200 residential and commercial structures to help clear the way for 
new development and to rid the community of blight 
- We formalized the first tax increment financing development district in the city, where we saw 
the first new grocery store built in downtown Carbondale, along with many other successful 
businesses 
- We partnered with the University on their massive Saluki Way development, a project that will 
bring lasting benefits to the city, campus and region 
- We set forth a plan to balance the library's budget and establish a first-ever surplus, which I hope 
their board of trustees will adhere to more strictly 
- We consolidated boards and commissions, and had them fully appointed for the first time in a 
decade 
- We resurfaced every road in town with an upgrade from oil-and-chip to asphalt or concrete 
- We are about to open our new Public Safety Center for the police department and we are poised 
to begin on a new west side station to relocate and replace the current Station 2 for the fire 
department 
- We saw the Varsity Theater close forever by private hands, only to be reopened in the 
name of the community with the help of countless volunteers and donors 
- We are working to renovate and protect the Attucks School building, such to the extent that we 
will preserve our local history and be better able to tell the stories of the past to those in the future 
- We revitalized our Sister Cities program and have welcomed hundreds of international guests 
into our community as a result of those strong partnerships 
- We assisted with new housing starts the generated hundreds of new single-family homes being 
built within a couple of years, equaling more than had been built in the previous several years 
combined 
- We attracted new student housing and residential rental units, seeing more than 2,000 new units 
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built on our watch, upgrading the quality and quantity of options for renters 
- We highlighted sustainability efforts and began the first-ever Bike to Work Day in the city 
- We cleaned-up downtown and improved the streetscapes, with new flower beds and 
decorative planters, while improving the Veterans' Memorial Plaza and Town Square Pavilion areas, 
complete with new historic markers 
- We built the first new park in decades, naming it Friendship Plaza and locating it in the heart 
of our busiest downtown intersection at the Mill Street Underpass 
- We hired hundreds of young people and gave them work through our summer clean-up programs, 
a new concept that taught leadership skills and provided for the development of high school students 
who needed guidance and support 
- We reduced our staffing at City Hall (from 287.4 then to 260.2 now) but we have steadily 
increased the programs and services that are offered, and gone are the days when we closed at City 
Hall because it was convenient for us; now we're open to the public because it's convenient for 
them 
- We increased our General Fund fund balance reserves from $6.2 million to $7.4 million, 
keeping our budgets stable and improving our credit rating 
- We survived a meteorological event (a derecho) that most people still don't know what to call, 
but was close enough to a tornado that I think we all know we don't want to go through one ever 
again 
- We cleaned-up our cemeteries, whether with just a new marker at Oakland or with a complete 
and much-needed renovation at Woodlawn 
- We have partnered with the high school and elementary school districts in ways that help all 
of the community, but especially our children 
- We have empowered community groups and organizations to take on more responsibility and 
ownership in their neighborhoods and we have stayed true to those others who continue to need a 
helping hand 
- We have annexed hundreds, if not thousands, of acres of property into the city limits, most 
notably bringing all of the campus into our fold and expanding outward in all four geographic 
directions from our core 
- We have spurred new development and construction like has never happened before, seeing 
$408,355,915 in building permits, even with a national recession around us, which has resulted 
in the overall community's total equalized assessed valuation increasing from $184,047,313 when 
I became Mayor to $302,221,417 today, an increase of 64%; that means that we have seen our 
community grow by two-thirds over the last eight years 

I would say we have done a lot, and we have done it together. 
 
While I think that is an impressive recollection of positive changes and accomplishments, there have 
been many, many more things that have helped to make my two terms as mayor both exciting and 
rewarding. People are always the key to everything. People can build you up or tear you down, they 
can put a smile on your face or bring tears to your eyes, they can create controversy or solve 
problems. They can be others or they can be us. Regardless, people make it all interesting. 

I would especially like to thank the staff of the City of Carbondale for their efforts and for their 
support and hard work. Some I like, some I don't like, and some I'm not sure about. That probably 
sums up how they feel about me, too. I will not name them individually for fear of missing 
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someone, so I will try to do that in person and one-on-one over the next two weeks. But I will point 
out my assistant, Faith Johnson. To put it simply, she is family. She knows and I know, and 
nothing more needs to be said, and I thank her. 

I would like to thank the City Council, both past members and present members. We may not 
have always agreed, but I believe there is a level of respect that surpasses those differences. You are 
a talented group of individuals and it has been a privilege to serve with you at this table. 

To Carbondale, we have so much to be thankful for and I wish each of you and your families the 
best. Thank you. Thank you for your years of support, and may God bless you. 

When I was first sworn-in, I used this gavel to call to order my first meeting. It is made from the 
wood of trees planted by George Washington on his Mount Vernon estate. Now, for the last 
time, using the same gavel and without objection, this meeting is adjourned. 

 
8. Adjournment 
 

There being no further business to come before the City Council, the meeting was declared adjourned 
at 10:15 p.m. 

 
 

 
_______________________________________ 

Rachael E. Keehn, City Clerk 
 

 
Approved by the City Council on: 
 
_____________________________ 

 


