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City Council of the City of Carbondale, Illinois
Regular Meeting
October 20, 2009

The City Council of the City of Carbondale, Illinois, held a regular meeting on Tuesday, October 20, 2009,
in City Council Chambers of the Carbondale Civic Center, 200 South Illinois Avenue.  Mayor Brad Cole
called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the following-named members of the City Council
present/absent:

1. Roll Call

Present: Councilwoman Corene McDaniel, Councilwoman Mary Pohlmann, Councilman Chris
Wissmann, Councilman Steven Haynes, Councilman Lance Jack, Councilman Joel Fritzler
and Mayor Brad Cole

Absent: None
 

Also present were City Clerk Janet M. Vaught, City Manager Allen D. Gill and various members of the
City's administrative staff. 

2. General Announcements and Proclamations

Councilwoman Pohlmann announced that she participated in a White House conference call
regarding H1N1 preparedness.  Presenters were Dr. Anne Schuchat, Director of the Center
for Disease Control’s National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases and
Assistant Surgeon General, United States Public Health Service, and Dr. Nicole Lurie,
Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response.  The main message conveyed was that
the current widespread flu in 41 states is H1N1 flu and affects younger people unlike the
normal seasonal flu which is more serious in the elderly. The vaccine for H1N1 is now being
distributed; the vaccine has been produced by the same methods as all other seasonal flu
vaccines and is very safe.  Priority populations that should be immunized first include
pregnant women, children and young adults ages 6 months to 24 years, adults under 64 with
chronic illnesses, care givers of children under the age of 6 months and health care providers
and emergency services personnel.  Mayor Cole added that the conference call was
sponsored by the U.S. Conference of Mayors and thanked Dr. Pohlmann for participating.

Mayor Cole announced that Trick or Treat hours have been set for Saturday, October 31,
from 5:00 through 8:00 p.m..  Persons wishing to welcome visitors should keep their porch
lights on.  Also, the Carbondale Police Department will be conducting Pumpkin Patrol that
evening; persons wishing to volunteer for Pumpkin Patrol should contact the Police
Department.

Nancy Stemper, Executive Director of Carbondale Community Arts, introduced Terry
Scrogum, Executive Director of the Illinois Arts Council.  On behalf of Illinois Arts Council
Chairman Shirley Madigan, Mr. Scrogum thanked the Mayor and City Council for its
support of Carbondale Community Arts and the arts in general.  He also congratulated the
City of Carbondale for the Governor’s Home Town Award it received for its work on the
Varsity Center for the Arts.  He noted that the prior day he was privileged to be part of an
arts summit hosted by Mayor Cole at which there was discussion on the importance of
cultural life and tourism  in Southern Illinois.  Carbondale  Community Arts and  Varsity
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Center for the Arts representatives Carolyn Snyder, David Coracy, Marsha Ryan, Nancy
Stemper and Jack Langowski presented Mayor Cole with a framed print in appreciation of
his help and support in connection with Dick Gregory’s visit to Carbondale and induction
into the Varsity Hall of Fame.

Mayor Cole announced that Councilwoman Ruth Corene McDaniel was selected as a
recipient of an Illinois Humanities Council 2009 Studs Terkel Humanities Service Award
for her work in connection with the African American Museum of Southern Illinois. 
 

3. Citizen Comments and Questions

Tom Egert, owner of Tropicana Vintage Clothing Store on North Washington Street, noted
that he has had a car parked in front of the door to his store constantly since January.  Now
that the car has a valid City permit, it has only been moved one time since January 2009.
He asked that the City review its parking regulations for City lots so that someone cannot
purchase a parking permit and leave their car parked in a City lot forever.  Mayor Cole said
that Development Services is aware of the situation and is currently reviewing the issue.

Jane Adams, Cherry Street, thanked the Police Department for the information that is being
shared with the citizens on crimes as they are happening and the increased patrols in the
Arbor District.  Regarding the City’s budget discussions, she asked if pension contributions
will be readjusted as the investment market begins to recover.  Mayor Cole noted that
actuarial assessment are calculated annually so no adjustments will be made until new
actuarials come out.

Ed Van Awken, 1009 West Sycamore Street, invited everyone to attend the celebration of
Hickory Lodge being the recipient of an Historic Preservation Award by the City of
Carbondale.  The celebration will be held on Wednesday, October 21, between 5:00 and
7:00 p.m.. at Hickory Lodge.

4. Public Hearings and Special Reports

5. Consent Agenda

Presented for Council approval on the Consent Agenda were the following items and
corresponding recommendations:

1. Approval of Minutes of the Regular City Council meeting held on October 6, 2009.
Recommendation: Approve.

2. Removed from Consent.
3. Acceptance of Minutes of Boards, Commissions and Committees.  Recommendation:

Accept Board of Fire and Police Commissioners of September 2, 2009; Comprehensive
Plan Review Committee of July 8, July 20, August 12 and September 21, 2009; Energy
and Environmental Advisory Commission of August 20, 2009; Planning Commission
of September 16, 2009 and Sustainability Commission of September 17, 2009.

4. Appointment to Boards and Commissions.  Recommendation: Concur in appointment
of Amanda Rothe to the Preservation Commission through October 31, 2010.
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5. Ordinance Accepting a BTEAP Grant from the U.S. Department of Justice and
Approving a Budget Adjustment increasing the Police Department Budget.
Recommendation: Approve.  (Ord. 2009-49; Exhibit A-10-20-09)

6. Ordinance Amending Title Eight, Chapter Three, of the Carbondale Revised Code to
Change the Carbondale Foreign Fire Insurance Board.  Recommendation: Approve.
(Ord. 2009-50; Exhibit B-10-20-09)

7. Removed from Consent.

Mayor Cole asked if any member of the City Council would like any items removed from
the Consent Agenda.  Councilman Fritzler asked that Item 5.2 be removed.  Councilman
Haynes asked that Item 5.7 be removed.  

S. Haynes moved, C. McDaniel seconded, that the Council approve Items 5.1, 5.3, 5.4, 5.5
and 5.6 on the Consent Agenda. VOTE: Ayes:  C. McDaniel, M. Pohlmann, C. Wissmann,
S. Haynes, L. Jack, J. Fritzler and B. Cole.  Nays: None.  Motion declared carried.

5.2 Approval of Warrant #1077 for period ended September 21, 2009, FY 2010  

L. Jack moved, C. Wissmann seconded, that the Council approve Warrant #1077 for the
period ended September 21, 2009 in the amount of $1,407,368.07.  DISCUSSION:
Councilman Fritzler asked questions about specific items on the warrant. VOTE: Ayes:  C.
McDaniel, M. Pohlmann, C. Wissmann, S. Haynes, L. Jack, J. Fritzler and B. Cole.  Nays:
None.  Motion declared carried. (Exhibit C-10-20-09)

5.7 Resolution Approving an Amendment to the Final BPL, Planned Business Development
Plan for the Kroger Food Store Located at 501 North Giant City Road

M. Pohlmann moved, J. Fritzler seconded, that the Council adopt the Resolution approving
the BPL Development Plan amendment for the Kroger Food Store located at 501 North
Giant City Road.  DISCUSSION: It was noted that Councilman Haynes would be abstaining
due to a conflict of interest.  VOTE: Ayes:  C. McDaniel, M. Pohlmann, C. Wissmann, L.
Jack, J. Fritzler and B. Cole.  Nays: None.  Abstentions: S. Haynes.  Motion declared
carried. (Res. 2009-R-67; Exhibit D-10-20-09)

6. General Business

1. Resolution Authorizing the City Manager to Enter into a Lease with Southern Region
Early Childhood Programs for Space in the Eurma C. Hayes Center

Ms. Barbara Grace, Director of Southern Region Early Childhood Programs, was
present to answer questions.  S. Haynes moved, J. Fritzler seconded, that the Council
approve the Resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter into a lease with Southern
Region Early Childhood Programs for space in the Eurma C. Hayes Center.  VOTE:
Ayes:  C. McDaniel, M. Pohlmann, C. Wissmann, S. Haynes, L. Jack, J. Fritzler and B.
Cole.  Nays: None.  Motion declared carried. (Res. 2009-R- 68; Exhibit E-10-20-09)
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2. Ordinance Approving a Text Amendment Amortizing Certain Non-Conforming Mobile
Homes

Persons speaking on this issue were: Radine Paper, Murphysboro; Barrett Rochman, 31
Homewood; Charlie Howe, 47 Dart Drive; Jeff Woodruff, 601 East Campus; D. Gorton,
Cherry Street; Robert Grove, 600 North Springer; Jeanette Hagan, 98 Kidd Lane; Ed
Van Awken, 1009 West Sycamore and Ron Damron, who owns property on West
Pleasant Hill Road.

Following City Council discussion primarily on the issue of the length of the
amortization period and whether compensation should be provided, L. Jack moved that
the Council adopt the Ordinance approving a text amendment amortizing certain non-
conforming mobile homes with the stipulation that the amortization period be extended
forty-eight (48) months and adding an offer of reimbursement of up to $1,000 if the
legally non-conforming structure is voluntarily removed by January 1, 2011.  MOTION
DIED FOR LACK OF SECOND.

After additional discussion and no further motions being offered, Mayor Cole directed
that City staff further consider and come back with recommendations concerning the
length of the amortization period and the possibility of compensation for the cost of
removal as well as the specific changes suggested by Councilwoman Pohlmann
(definitions, grammatical issues and whether the Ordinance should be reworded to refer
to legally non-conforming mobile homes) and that the agenda item be brought back for
further consideration at the November 3rd City Council meeting. 

7. Council Comments

There were no Council Comments.

8. Adjournment

There being no further business to come before the City Council, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:14
p.m.. 

___________________________________________
Janet M. Vaught, City Clerk  

Approved by the City Council on:      
___________________________          
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