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City Council of the City of Carbondale, Illinois
Regular Meeting
October 6, 2009

The City Council of the City of Carbondale, Illinois, held a regular meeting on Tuesday, October 6, 2009,
in City Council Chambers of the Carbondale Civic Center, 200 South Illinois Avenue.  Mayor Brad Cole
called the City Council  meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the following-named members of the City Council
present/absent:

1. Roll Call

Present: Councilman Joel Fritzler, Councilwoman Corene McDaniel, Councilwoman Mary
Pohlmann, Councilman Chris Wissmann, Councilman Steven Haynes, Councilman Lance
Jack  and Mayor Brad Cole

Absent: None
 

Also present were Deputy City Clerk Jean Garrett, City Manager Allen D. Gill and various members of
the City's administrative staff. 

2. General Announcements and Proclamations

Councilman Wissmann announced that Illinois Governor Pat Quinn is scheduled to lead a
rally to restore MAP Funding on Wednesday, October 7, at 2:15 p.m. in the SIU Student
Center Auditorium.  The Illinois Student Assistance Commission is planning a Public
Hearing on Monday, October 12, at a time to be announced in the Student Center
Auditorium.  Councilman Wissmann said that there will also be a student rally on Thursday,
October 15, 2009, at the Capitol Building in Springfield. Councilman Wissmann encouraged
everyone to come out and attend those events. 

Mayor Cole noted that there is a Planning Commission meeting scheduled for Wednesday,
October 7, in the City Council Chambers at 7:00 p.m.. The City has requested the Planning
Commission to discuss initiating a text amendment relative to certain nonconforming mobile
homes that have been placed in residential areas. The Planning Commission is being asked
to provide for a sunset on some of the nonconforming mobile homes that have been placed
in residential areas.

3. Citizen Comments and Questions

Mr. Elius Reed, a 1973 graduate of Southern Illinois University, questioned several areas
of the November 18, 2008, Affirmative Action Plan.   Mayor Cole invited Mr. Reed to come
in and schedule an appointment with Mr. Gill to go through the Affirmative Action Plan to
discuss his individual concerns point-by-point.  Mr. Gill can then  provide accurate answers.
Mr. Reed  asked  if the Saluki Way Project is considered to be covered under the
Affirmative Action Plan since the City has a contract to pay SIU $20 Million dollars in sales
tax for  building of the new football stadium.  Mayor Cole stated that as he  understands it,
the University has it’s own contractors’ workforce goals.  Mayor Cole reiterated to Mr. Reed
to set up an appointment with Mr. Gill to go through all of his questions.
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4. Public Hearings and Special Reports

5. Consent Agenda

Presented for Council approval on the Consent Agenda were the following items and
corresponding recommendations:

1. Approval of Minutes of the Regular meeting held on September 22, 2009.
Recommendation: Approve.

2. Removed from Consent.  
3. Acceptance of Minutes of Boards, Commissions and Committees.  Recommendation:

Accept Carbondale Public Library Board of Trustees of August 12, 2009; Planning
Commission of September 2, 2009, and Preservation Commission of August 17, 2009.

4. Resolution Authorizing the Continuation of the Jackson County-Carbondale-
Murphysboro Enterprise Zone. Recommendation: Approve. (Res. 2009-R-60; Exhibit
A-10-6-09)

5. Ordinance Authorizing the Addition of Illinois Department of Transportation Grants to
the Police Department Budget.  Recommendation: Approve.  (Ord. 2009-47; Exhibit
B-10-6-09)

6. Obligation Retirement Resolution for the Street Improvement Program.
Recommendation: Approve.  (Res. 2009-R-61; Exhibit C-10-6-09)

7. Ordinance Amending the FY 2010 Five-Year Community Investment Program and
Authorizing Increasing the FY 2010 Local Improvement Budget and Award of Contract
for Storm 2009 Sidewalk Repairs (CIP No. SW1002).  Recommendation: Approve.
(Ord. 2009-48; Exhibit D-10-6-09)

8. Resolution Approving a Special Use Permit License for Warehouse Liquor Mart’s
Annual Wine and Food Expo.  Recommendation:  Approve.  (Res. 2009-R-62; Exhibit
E-10-6-09)

9. Resolution Authorizing the City Manager to Enter Into a Lease of Certain Property
Formerly Consisting of East Freeman Street.   Recommendation:  Approve.  (Res. 2009-
R-63; Exhibit F-10-6-09)

10. Resolution Approving the Final BPL, Planned Business Development Plan for property
Located at 1245 East Walnut Street.   Recommendation: Approve.  (Res. 2009-R-64;
Exhibit G-10-6-09)

11. Resolution Authorizing the City Manager to Execute an Agreement for Illinois Route
13 - Reed Station Parkway Connector and a Local Agency Agreement for Federal
Participation With the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) for the Reed
Station Parkway Connector (CIP No. ST0305).  Recommendation: Approve.  (Res.
2009-R-65; Exhibit H-10-6-09)

Mayor Cole asked if any member of the City Council would like any items removed
from the Consent Agenda.  Councilman Fritzler asked that item 5.2 be removed.

L. Jack moved, J. Fritzler seconded, that the Council approve Items 5.1, 5.3, 5.4, 5.5,
5.6, 5.7, 5.8, 5.9, 5.10 and 5.11 on the Consent Agenda. VOTE: Ayes:  J. Fritzler, C.
McDaniel, M. Pohlmann, C. Wissmann, S. Haynes, L. Jack and B. Cole.  Nays: None.
Motion declared carried.
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5.2 Approval of Warrant #1076 for Period Ended September 7, 2009, FY 2010  

J. Fritzler  moved, C. Wissmann seconded, that the Council approve Warrant #1076 for
the period ended September 7, 2009, in the amount of $1,010,680.68.  DISCUSSION:
Councilman Fritzler indicated that he had questions about some items on the warrant;
Mayor Cole reminded Council members that warrant backup is available for inspection
in the Mayor’s Office prior to the meeting.  VOTE:  Ayes: J. Fritzler, C. McDaniel, M.
Pohlmann, C. Wissmann, S. Haynes, L. Jack  and B. Cole.  Nays: None. Motion
declared carried. (Exhibit I-10-6-09)

6. General Business

1. Resolution Commending Deputy Chief Calvin Stearns for Service to the City of
Carbondale.

 After the Resolution was read in full, C. McDaniel moved, J. Fritzler seconded, that the
Council approve the Resolution Commending Deputy Chief Calvin Stearns for Service
to the City of Carbondale. VOTE: Ayes:  J. Fritzler, C. McDaniel, M. Pohlmann, C.
Wissmann, S. Haynes, L. Jack and B. Cole.  Nays: None. Motion declared carried.
(Res. 2009-R-59; Exhibit J-10-6-09)

2. Resolution Approving the Final BPL, Planned Business Development Plan for the
Blackstone Group, on behalf of Walgreens at 1600 West Main Street.  

John Notter of Blackstone Group was present to answer questions.

S. Haynes moved, C. McDaniel seconded, that the Council approve the Resolution
approving the Final Planned Business Development Plan for the Blackstone Group on
behalf of Walgreens at 1600 West Main Street. VOTE: Ayes: J. Fritzler, C. McDaniel,
M. Pohlmann, C. Wissmann, S. Haynes, L. Jack and B. Cole.  Nays: None.  Motion
declared carried.  (Res. 2009-R-66; Exhibit K-10-6-09)

3. Ordinance Approving and a Resolution Denying Sun Valley Estates Request to Rezone
Property Located on Black Diamond Drive From PA, Professional Administrative
Office to PUD, Planned Unit Development

Mayor Cole acknowledged that a written petition to the City Council in opposition to
the rezoning application pursuant to Section 15-2J-10E of the City Code has been
submitted by adjoining or adjacent property owners.  If the petition is declared valid, it
will require a two-thirds (2/3) affirmative vote of the City Council to adopt any
ordinance rezoning the subject property.  The Mayor noted that without objection the
petition would be acknowledge and declared valid and therefore a two-thirds (2/3)
affirmative vote shall be required for any rezoning change.  There was no objection.

The Mayor invited public comments.  

Speaking in favor of the rezoning was William Hamilton, 416 Irish Rose Lane,
Carbondale.  He said that he and Mary Alice Hamilton had revised the rezoning request
for five, not eight, one-bedroom units on the north side of Black Diamond Drive.  These
five units will be directly across from the current six units that are already in place.
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Speaking in opposition of the rezoning request was Trudy Reynolds, President of the
Woodland Hills Deer Ridge Homeowners Association, 1131 Cedar Ridge; Gregory
Veach, 2905 West Striegel Road; George Kao, 1155 Deer Ridge Drive, and Colleen
Brown, 1120 Grand Oak Drive.

Liz Gersbacher, 1507 West Taylor Drive, asked questions about the request.

S. Haynes moved, C. Wissmann seconded, to adopt the Resolution denying the amended
request to rezone 2.35 acres located on Black Diamond Drive from PA, Professional
Administrative Office, to PUD, Planned Unit Development with a maximum Land Use
Intensity of 4.7. DISCUSSION: There was additional Council discussion concerning
this request.  VOTE: Ayes: C. Wissmann, S. Haynes, L. Jack.  Nays: J. Fritzler, M.
Pohlmann and B. Cole. Abstention: C. McDaniel.  Motion did not pass due to lack of
majority.

L. Jack moved, M. Pohlmann seconded, to adopt the Ordinance approving the amended
request to rezone 2.35 acres located on Black Diamond Drive from PA, Professional
Administrative Office, to PUD, Planned Unit Development with a maximum Land Use
Intensity of 4.7. VOTE: Ayes: J. Fritzler, M. Pohlmann and B. Cole. Nays: C.
Wissmann, S. Haynes and L. Jack.  Abstention: C. McDaniel.  Motion did not pass due
to lack of majority.

4. Further Discussion of Budget Planning for FY 2011 and FY 2012

Mr. Gill stated at the last City Council Meeting he had recommended a package of
revenue increases and expenditure cuts to the Council in order to offset anticipated
deficits in Fiscal years 2011 and 2012. These discussions are being continued in the
meeting tonight for further consideration and possible Council consensuses on how to
proceed.

Mayor Cole noted that the City’s budget is approved in April after public hearings and
formal action by the Council. The recommendations being presented by the manager
will allow staff to develop the budget to be brought back to the Council.  

There being no Council discussion at this point, Mayor Cole invited citizen comments.

John Holmes, a long time resident of Carbondale and Chairman of the Human Relations
Commission, spoke in opposition to the elimination of the position of Community
Relations Officer whose duty is to administer the Affirmative Action Program. 

Liz Gersbacher, 1507 West Taylor Drive, commented that she would like the Council’s
budget to include goals, objectives and strategies and suggested that all financial line
items in the Council’s budget  be examined.

Mr. Elius Reed asked how much money the City will be paying for the design of the
new safety center. City Manager Gill stated that Arcturis architects from St. Louis is the
contractor and that  the contract is based on a percentage of the final cost of the project.
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Reverend Sidney Logwood, President of the Carbondale Branch of the NAACP, noted
that the Concerned Citizens of Carbondale have submitted a letter to the Council with
suggestions and recommendations to the City Manager for the proposed FY 2011 and
FY 2012 budgets.  (Exhibit L-10-6-09.)  Mayor Cole noted that the letter from the
Concerned Citizens of Carbondale dated October 5, 2009, had been provided to the
Council and City Manager and that all of  the concerns and questions will be answered.

Mayor Cole invited City Council comments.

Regarding the discussion on the possibility of renegotiating the sales tax agreement with
Southern Illinois University for Saluki Way, Councilman Wissmann noted that SIU
would have to agree to renegotiating which is not likely to happen.

Councilwoman Pohlmann noted that there will be difficult decision to be made about
property tax but it may be unavoidable.  

Mayor Cole added that he championed the elimination of the property tax and the City
has now operated without it for seven years.  Although this is the last thing he wants to
do, he agrees it may be necessary.

Councilman Haynes noted that he is not in favor of reinstating the property tax. He also
spoke in favor of continuing Police Department Accreditation.  Councilman Haynes
suggested implementing an additional .25% sales tax increase specifically for
community services. He also stated that he was not in favor of the elimination of the
Community Relations Officer position.

Councilman Fritzler spoke in opposition to reinstating the property tax  and in support
of a possible sales tax increase.

Mayor Cole noted that no action will be taken on the FY 2011 and FY 2012 budget
discussions at this time.  Further budget discussions will continue at future meetings.

7. Council Comments

There were no Council Comments.

8. Closed Meeting

S. Haynes moved, M. Pohlmann seconded, that the City Council hold a closed meeting to
discuss the appointment, employment or compensation of specific employees of the public
body and to discuss the setting of a price for sale, purchase or lease of property owned by
the public body pursuant to 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1), (c)(5) and (c)(6). VOTE: Ayes:  J. Fritzler,
C. McDaniel, M. Pohlmann, C. Wissmann, S. Haynes, L. Jack and B. Cole.  Nays: None.
Motion declared carried.  Open session recessed at 9:05 p.m.

C. Wissmann moved, M. Pohlmann seconded, that the Council return to open session.
VOTE: J. Fritzler, C. McDaniel, M. Pohlmann, C. Wissmann, S. Haynes, L. Jack and Mayor
Cole.  Nays: None.  Open session resumed at 10:26 p.m..

There was no formal action taken as a result of the closed meeting.
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9. Adjournment

There being no further business to come before the City Council, the meeting was declared adjourned at 10:28
p.m.. 

___________________________________________
Janet M. Vaught, City Clerk  

                                                                                                ___________________________________________
Jean Garrett, City Clerk  

Approved by the City Council on:
      
___________________________          
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