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City Council of the City of Carbondale, Illinois
Regular Meeting
August 18, 2009

The City Council of the City of Carbondale, Illinois, held a regular meeting on Tuesday, August 18, 2009,
in City Council Chambers of the Carbondale Civic Center, 200 South Illinois Avenue.  Following a meeting
of the Local Liquor Control Commission, Mayor Brad Cole called the City Council  meeting to order at 7:30
p.m. with the following-named members of the City Council present/absent:

1. Roll Call

Present: Councilman Chris Wissmann, Councilman Steven Haynes, Councilman Lance Jack,
Councilman Joel Fritzler, Councilwoman Corene McDaniel, Councilwoman Mary
Pohlmann and Mayor Brad Cole

Absent: None
 

Also present were City Clerk Janet M. Vaught, City Manager Allen D. Gill and various members of the
City's administrative staff. 

2. General Announcements and Proclamations

Councilman Haynes thanked the City Council and the Carbondale community for the
outpouring of support, respect and kindness upon the death of his mother, Donna Haynes,
on August 1st.

Mayor Brad Cole administered the Oath of Office to Police Sergeant Heather Reno who was
being promoted to Police Lieutenant.  

Following Citizen Comments and Questions, Mayor Cole noted that he intended to
announce that at the October 21, 2008, Council meeting when the City Council discussed
the Affirmative Action Plan and the need for a Fair Practice Administration Action Plan that
would be a part of that, the Council did indicate that the Fair Practice Administration Plan
would be brought back for public and Council review.  The Mayor noted that the Plan has
been made available to the City Council in draft form and staff continues to work on the
Plan.  If anyone has questions about the Plan, Marilyn James or City Manager Gill would
be available to discuss it.  Persons interested should contact City Manager Gill.  

3. Citizen Comments and Questions
 
Reverend Sidney Logwood, President of the Carbondale Branch of the NAACP, noted that
the NAACP had submitted a letter providing its opinion on the closing of the Eurma C.
Hayes Child Care Center but no mention of the letter was made at the Council meeting at
which the Center was discussed and he did not receive a response.  He asked for a written
response to his letter giving the official reason for closing the Center and providing answers
to four questions: (1) what will happen to the inventory of furniture and equipment at the
Center; (2) what plans exist for the utilization of the space formerly occupied by the Child
Care Center; (3) what are the short- and long-range plans for operating the Eurma C. Hayes
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Center;  and (4) what plans exist for  bringing new programs or clients  within the Center.
Reverend Logwood offered the services of the Carbondale Branch of the NAACP to serve
as a resource and a participating  partner with the City in   identifying some priorities and
formulating plans for the future.  Mayor Cole said that City Manager Gill would provide Mr.
Logwood with a formal response but said that the furniture and equipment owned by SIU
Head Start and has or will be returned to SIU and the rest is being inventoried for City
property control.  Mayor Cole said that the child care space will be advertised and Requests
for Proposals will be distributed, seeking proposals for ways to utilize the space that was
formerly the Child Care Center.  Regarding short- and long-term plans for the Hayes Center
facility, the City continues to support the entities that are housed there including providing
rent for all of the organizations that are housed there, and that commitment continues.
Mayor Cole reiterated that City Manager Gill will provide Reverend Logwood with
complete details.
  

4. Public Hearings and Special Reports

5. Consent Agenda

Presented for Council approval on the Consent Agenda were the following items and
corresponding recommendations:

1. Approval of Minutes of the Regular City Council meeting held on July 21, 2009.
Recommendation: Approve.

2. Approval of Warrant.  Recommendation: Approve Warrant #1071 for the period ended
June 29, 2009, (FY 2010) in the amount of $1,480,709.29.  (Exhibit A-8-18-09)

3. Approval of Warrant.  Recommendation: Approve Warrant #1072 for the period ended
July 13, 2009, (FY 2010) in the amount of $1,069,358.80.  (Exhibit B-8-18-09)

4. Approval of Warrant.  Recommendation: Approve Warrant #1073 for the period ended
July 27, 2009, (FY 2010) in the amount of $1,799,180.08.  (Exhibit C-8-18-09)

5. Acceptance of Minutes of Boards, Commissions and Committees.  Recommendation:
Accept Human Relations Commission of July 6, 2009, Liquor Advisory Board of July
9, 2009, and Preservation Commission of June 15, 2009.

6. Ordinance Annexing .44 Acres Located at 2451 New Era Road.  Recommendation:
Approve.  (Ord. 2009-38; Exhibit D-8-18-09)

7. Removed from Consent.
8. Review and Action on the Preservation Commission’s Annual Certified Local

Government (CLG) Report for FY 2009.  Recommendation: Accept and place on file.
9. Approval of 2010 Calendar of City Council Meetings and Ordinance Amending Section

1-2B-1 of the City Code related to City Council Meetings.  Recommendation: Approve
Calendar and Ordinance.  (Ord. 2009-39; Exhibit E-8-18-09)

10. Resolution Declaring Fair Days for a Barbeque to be Hosted by the City of Carbondale
for German Military Officers at the Town Square Pavilion.  Recommendation: Approve.
(Res. 2009-R-53; Exhibit F-8-18-09)

11. Acceptance of Deeds and Easements.  Recommendation: Accept Deed and Temporary
Easement from Charlie B. Brown and Associates Ltd. for the Reed Station Parkway
Connector Project and authorize recording of deed.

12. Ordinance Approving a Budget Adjustment to Increase the FY 2010 City Hall/Civic
Center Budget.  Recommendation: Approve.  (Ord. 2009-40; Exhibit G-8-18-09)

13. Declaration of Certain Property as Surplus.  Recommendation: Declare 250 HP Toshiba
motor (SN #S0220983, City ID #10320) as surplus pursuant to Carbondale Revised
Code Section 1-13-3.B.
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14. Purchase of Equipment to Repair Anaerobic Digester at the Northwest Wastewater
Treatment Plan.  Recommendation: Award purchase of Vaughan digester mixing system
in the amount of $45,150 and chopper pump in the amount of $12,835 and gas
collection system in the amount of $68,825 to Municipal Equipment Company of St.
Louis pursuant to Carbondale Revised Code Sections 1-6-13.E.1 and 1-6-13.E.7.

15. Appointment to Boards and Commissions.  Recommendation: Concur in Mayor’s
recommended appointment of Jeffrey Rose to the Police Pension Fund Board of
Trustees through May 1, 2011.

Mayor Cole said that Item 5.7 was to be removed from the Consent Agenda and asked if any
member of the City Council would like any additional items removed.  There were no
additional items removed.  

S. Haynes moved, C. McDaniel seconded, that the Council approve Consent Agenda Items
5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 5.4, 5.5, 5.6, 5.8, 5.9, 5.10, 5.11, 5.12, 5.13, 5.14 and 5.15. VOTE: Ayes: C.
Wissmann, S. Haynes, L. Jack, J. Fritzler, C. McDaniel, M. Pohlmann and B. Cole.  Nays:
None.  Motion declared carried.

5.7  Ordinance Approving Carbondale Park District’s Request to Designate the Hickory
Lodge located at 1115 West Sycamore Street as a Landmark District on the Carbondale
Register of Historic Places

C. McDaniel moved, M. Pohlmann seconded, that the Council adopt the Ordinance
designating the Hickory Lodge at 1115 West Sycamore Street as a Landmark District on the
Carbondale Register of Historic Places with the proposed design standards and district
boundary.  VOTE: Ayes: C. Wissmann, S. Haynes, L. Jack, J. Fritzler, C. McDaniel, M.
Pohlmann and B. Cole.  Nays: None.  Motion declared carried.  (Ord. 2009-41; Exhibit H-8-
18-09)

6. General Business

1. Ordinance Restricting Video Gaming and Amending Title Five of the Carbondale
Revised Code

M. Pohlmann moved, C. McDaniel seconded, that the Council adopt an Ordinance
prohibiting video gaming within the corporate limits of the City of Carbondale and
amending Title Five of the Carbondale Revised Code to reflect such prohibition.

DISCUSSION: Councilwoman Pohlmann indicated she supported the ordinance.  She
asked that the City Attorney look at the difference in use of the word “specifically” in
Section 5-6-2D, where the word is used, versus Sections 5-6-17A and B, where the word
is not used.  She also asked that the Attorney review how the State law might pertain to
the City’s current licensing of amusement devices to make sure there is nothing in that
City Code section that should also be amended. The City Attorney indicated the
inclusion or exclusion of the word “specifically” does not have any bearing on the intent
of the ordinance.  

C. Wissmann spoke in opposition to the ordinance and suggested that if the ordinance
passes, the affected businesses be notified of the Council’s action. Councilman Jack
spoke in opposition to the ordinance, noting that Carbondale businesses would be placed
at a competitive disadvantage against those businesses outside the city limits who are
allowed to have video gaming machines.  
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Mayor Cole invited public comments on this issue.  

Sam Westgate identified himself as a coin machine operator and a representative of the
Illinois Licensed Beverage Association and the Illinois Coin Machine Operators
Association.  Mr. Westgate presented handouts related to video gaming and spoke in
opposition to the ordinance.  Rory Walters of the Carbondale Eagles also spoke in
opposition to the ordinance, enumerating the charitable contributions made by the
Eagles and stating that video gaming would add to its revenues and allow the
contributions to continue.

Mayor Cole shared the revenue numbers for the different types of gambling in the State
of Illinois and with the exception of the lottery, all revenues were down. He said video
gaming in Carbondale is not needed and although there might be some businesses that
benefit, he does not believe the community would benefit.   Councilman Haynes said
it might be appropriate to table discussion on this issue at this time and refer the matter
to the Chamber of Commerce so the Chamber membership can be polled.  Mayor Cole
noted that the public, including the Chamber, is always welcome to attend City Council
meetings and offer input.

VOTE ON MOTION that the Council adopt an Ordinance prohibiting video gaming
within the corporate limits of the City of Carbondale and amending Title Five of the
Carbondale Revised Code to reflect such prohibition.  Ayes: J. Fritzler, C. McDaniel,
M. Pohlmann and B. Cole.  Nays: C. Wissmann, S. Haynes and L. Jack.  Motion
declared carried.  (Ord. 2009-42; Exhibit I-8-18-09)

7. Council Comments

There were no Council comments.

8. Closed Meeting

M. Pohlmann moved, C. Wissmann seconded, that the City Council hold a closed meeting
to review closed meeting minutes pursuant to 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(21).  VOTE: Ayes: C.
Wissmann, S. Haynes, L. Jack, J. Fritzler,  C. McDaniel, M. Pohlmann and B. Cole.  Nays:
None.  Motion declared carried.  Open session recessed at 8:20 p.m..

C. McDaniel moved, M. Pohlmann seconded, that the Council return to open session.
VOTE: Ayes: C. Wissmann, S. Haynes, L. Jack, J. Fritzler,  C. McDaniel, M. Pohlmann and
B. Cole.  Nays: None.  Motion declared carried.  Open session resumed at 8:39 p.m..

S. Haynes moved, L. Jack seconded, that the Council declare that the need for
confidentiality no longer exists in certain portions of the minutes of closed meetings held
on September 16, 2003, October 21, 2003, November 4, 2003 and December 16, 2003, and
authorize the release those non-exempt portions of those minutes to the public, and declare
that the need for confidentiality still exists in remaining portions of those closed meeting
minutes and those remaining portions should not be released to the public.  VOTE: Ayes:
C. Wissmann, S. Haynes, L. Jack, J. Fritzler,  C. McDaniel, M. Pohlmann and B. Cole.
Nays: None.  Motion declared carried. 
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9. Adjournment

There being no further business to come before the City Council, the meeting was declared adjourned at 8:40
p.m.. 

___________________________________________
Janet M. Vaught, City Clerk  

Approved by the City Council on:      
___________________________          
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