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City Council of the City of Carbondale, Illinois
Regular Meeting

July 21, 2009

The City Council of the City of Carbondale, Illinois, held a regular meeting on Tuesday, July 21, 2009, in
City Council Chambers of the Carbondale Civic Center, 200 South Illinois Avenue.  Following a meeting
of the Local Liquor Control Commission, Mayor Brad Cole called the City Council  meeting to order at 7:28
p.m. with the following-named members of the City Council present/absent:

1. Roll Call

Present: Councilwoman Mary Pohlmann, Councilman Chris Wissmann, Councilman Steven Haynes,
Councilman Lance Jack, Councilman Joel Fritzler, Councilwoman Corene McDaniel and
Mayor Brad Cole

Absent: None
 

Also present were City Clerk Janet M. Vaught, City Manager Allen D. Gill and various members of the
City's administrative staff. 

2. General Announcements and Proclamations

Councilwoman Pohlmann announced that she was invited to make a featured presentation
on Carbondale’s “Map Your Neighborhood” Program at the New Madrid Earthquake
Preparedness Conference on July 8 in Metropolis.  The Conference was presented by the
University of Illinois Extension Southern Region and was attended by over 100 people from
six states affected by the New Madrid Fault.  She thanked the City for funding her mileage
and overnight expenses.

Mayor Cole noted that the City Council is on its summer meeting schedule; the next City
Council meeting will be held on August 18, 2009.

Mayor Cole thanked the Carbondale Lion’s Club for the fireworks show presented on the
Independence Day weekend.

Mayor Cole noted that although the City of Carbondale did not win an All America City
award, it was an honor that the City was named a Finalist for the Award.  

Mayor Cole announced that the City received an Honorable Mention in the City Livability
Award competition sponsored by the U.S. Conference of Mayors.

3. Citizen Comments and Questions

Barry Spehn, 500 Charles Road#31, asked that ordinance be passed which would regulate
what tow truck drivers can do and especially require them to follow the law on towing
vehicles and securing the vehicles that they are towing.  He also said that his landlord at 500
Charles Road does not take care of the property and although Building and Neighborhood
Services has become involved in the past, nothing has been done.  Mayor Cole asked Mr.
Spehn to talk with Development Services Director Michael Pierceall and Assistant City
Manager for Economic Development Kevin Baity about these issues.
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Johnell and Yvette Young, 212 East James and Thelma Walker Avenue, asked for assistance
in removing a huge 100-year-old oak tree that was damaged during the May 8th windstorm
but could not be cut down moved to the curb prior to the Memorial Day deadline. Mayor
Cole asked the Youngs to contact Assistant City Manager for Economic Development Kevin
Baity for help with finding someone to assist in removing the tree.

John Stewardson, Outreach Coordinator for Western Egyptian Economic Opportunity
Council, noted that there have been significant changes in the Illinois Home Weatherization
Assistance Program that might be quite beneficial to Carbondale residents. Previously, a
landlord had to contribute to help weatherize the homes.  Now, the landlord no longer has
to contribute to the project.  A lot of money is available through the stimulus program and
Western Egyptian is looking for homes to weatherize.  Information is available through
Western Egyptian.   

4. Public Hearings and Special Reports

5. Consent Agenda

Presented for Council approval on the Consent Agenda were the following items and
corresponding recommendations:

1. Approval of Minutes of the Regular City Council meeting and Public Hearing on
Proposed Vacation of Wagner Street Right-of-Way, both held on June 16, 2009.
Recommendation: Approve.

2. Approval of Warrant.  Recommendation: Approve Warrant #1068 for the period ended
June 1, 2009, (FY 2009) in the amount of $132,592.44.  (Exhibit A-7-21-09)

3. Approval of Warrant.  Recommendation: Approve Warrant #1069 for the period ended
June 1, 2009, (FY 2010) in the amount of $2,762,249.36.  (Exhibit B-7-21-09)

4. Approval of Warrant.  Recommendation: Approve Warrant #1070 for the period ended
June 15, 2009, (FY 2010) in the amount of $1,120,513.57.  (Exhibit C-6-16-09)

5. Acceptance of Minutes of Boards, Commissions and Committees.  Recommendation:
Accept Carbondale Public Library Board of Trustees of May 13, 2009; Comprehensive
Plan Review Committee of June 10 and 24, 2009; Human Relations commission of June
1, 2009; Liquor Advisory Board of June 4, 2009; Planning Commission of March 18
and April 1, 2009; Police Pension Board of Trustees of April 28 and May 26, 2009 and
Preservation Commission of April 20, 2009.

6. Ordinance Amending Ordinance No. 90-92 regulating parking and no parking on the
east side of North Washington Street from Oak Street Northward 50 feet.
Recommendation: Approve.  (Ord. 2009-31; Exhibit D-7-21-09)

7. Resolution Authorizing the City Manager to Concur in the Illinois Department of
Transportation Award of Bid for the Marion Street Extension Project and Resolution
Authorizing a Testing Agreement with the Illinois Department of Transportation for the
Marion Street Extension Project.  Recommendation: Approve both resolutions.  (Res.
2009-R-47 and 2009-R-48 respectively; Exhibits E-7-21-09 and F-7-21-09 respectively)

8. Ordinance Annexing 2.86 Acres located at 1600 New Era Road.  Recommendation:
Approve.  (Ord. 2009-32; Exhibit G-7-21-09)

9. Ordinance Annexing 6.3 Acres located at 1601 New Era Road.  Recommendation:
Approve.  (Ord. 2009-33; Exhibit H-7-21-09)

10. Ordinance Annexing 16.097 Acres Located on New Era Road.  Recommendation:
Approve.  (Ord. 2009-34; Exhibit I-7-21-09)
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11. Ordinance Establishing a Stop Sign on Westridge Place Where it Intersects with North
Westridge Drive.  Recommendation: Approve.  (Ord. 2009-35; Exhibit J-7-21-09)

12. Award of Contract for FY 2010 Street Cut Repair Program with Option for FY 2011.
Recommendation: Award Contract to Stone’s Concrete Construction of Alto Pass,
Illinois, in the amount of $129,190.00.  

13. Ordinance to Declare Certain Property of the City of Carbondale as Surplus and to
Allow for the Sale of Said Property.  Recommendation: Approve.  (Ord. 2009-36;
Exhibit K-7-21-09)

14. Ordinance Amending the FY 2010 Five-Year Community Investment Program Related
to Northwest Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvements and Increasing the FY 2010
Water and Sewer Operating Budget; Resolution Authorizing the City Manager to
Accept the Proposal for Professional Services from Thouvenot, Wade & Moerchen,
Inc.; Resolution Authorizing a Representative to Sign Loan Documents; Resolution
Authorizing a Representative to Sign Flood Insurance Documents.  Recommendation:
Approve.  (Ord. 2009-37 and Res. 2009-R-49, 2009-R-50 and 2009-R-51 respectively;
Exhibits L-7-21-09, M-7-21-09, N=7-21-09 and O-7-21-09 respectively)

Mayor Cole asked if any member of the City Council would like any items removed from
the Consent Agenda.  There were no items removed.  

S. Haynes moved, J. Fritzler seconded, that the Council approve Consent Agenda Items 5.1,
5.2, 5.3, 5.4, 5.5, 5.6, 5.7, 5.8, 5.9, 5.10, 5.11, 5.12, 5.13 and 5.14. VOTE: Ayes: M.
Pohlmann, C. Wissmann, S. Haynes, L. Jack, J. Fritzler,  C. McDaniel and B. Cole.  Nays:
None.  Motion declared carried.

6. General Business

1. Resolution Approving Larry Edgarton’s Request for a Special Use Permit to Allow
Dwelling Units as Permitted in the R-3, High Density Residential, District in a PA,
Professional Administrative Office, District

L. Jack moved, C. McDaniel seconded, that the Council adopt the Resolution approving
the request for a Special Use Permit to allow dwelling units, as permitted in the R-3,
High Density Residential, district, in a PA, Professional Administrative Office, district.
VOTE: Ayes: M. Pohlmann, C. Wissmann, S. Haynes, L. Jack, J. Fritzler,  C. McDaniel
and B. Cole.  Nays: None.  Motion declared carried.  (Res. 2009-R-52; Exhibit P-7-21-
09)

2. Action on Eurma Hayes Child Care Center

Speaking in opposition to the closure of the Eurma C. Hayes Child Care Center were:
Randy Burnside, 1034 West Laurel (parent); Jessica Orman, 1942 Evergreen Terrace
Drive East, Apartment 8 (parent); and Dr. M Stalls, 407 North Robert A. Stalls.  Pastor
Rick Jackson of Bethel A.M.E. Church, 316 East Jackson Street, noted that he had
served on the Mayoral Panel five years ago and said he recalled some additional
recommendations or options that the Council could consider rather than closing the
Child Care Center at this time. Elius Reed presented a citizens petition opposing the
closure.
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Councilwoman Pohlmann provided a history of the Eurma C. Hayes Child Care Center
and talked about the role that government plays in the provision of social services.  She
said the Eurma C. Hayes Child Care Center is one of the finest centers she has ever seen
and the City of Carbondale has invested heavily to ensure the success of the Center.
She said if the Center must close, she would hope that the City would find another day
care tenant because the space is ideally suited for day care.  She acknowledged the
City’s grave financial issues, adding that the City of Carbondale is not alone in this
situation any many municipalities are facing basic service cutbacks.  Councilwoman
Pohlmann noted that 12 of the 13 Head Start children at the Eurma C. Hayes Child Care
Center would be eligible to transfer to another Head Start facility; however, the other
facility will not open until August 18th.  She suggested that the closure of the Head Start
room be pushed back to August 18th so those children could transfer to the other Head
Start facility without any interruption in care.  

Councilman Wissmann noted that if the recommended action is approved, the City
Manager will do his best to provide a private day care provider to fill the space or
another program to fill the area that would be appropriate for the building, adding that
when the future of the Center was discussed five years ago a private child care provider
was willing to relocate it’s program to the Hayes Center. Councilman Wissmann said
that even if the Center was at capacity, the Center would still not break-even on
revenues and expenditures because the families cannot afford the true cost of providing
the service and the State reimbursements cannot make up the costs.  He said if the City
continues to provide other basic City services such as police and fire, the City’s
resources cannot be diverted from those services to the Child Care Center.  In addition,
the City is facing drastically increasing pension obligations. He said the overall fiscal
health of the City requires everybody to operate within a reasonable fiscal constraints
and he is not sure if the  Child Care Center is able to do so.

Councilwoman McDaniel noted the difficulty in the decision to be made.  She said she
has been on the Council for almost nine years and the discussion on the Child Care
Center comes up quite often, adding that five years ago there were several options
discussed, including keeping the Center open, closing it, or letting a private provider
come in.  The Council voted to keep the Center open and invested a large sum of money
to improve the facility.  However, she said, after all the renovations there was still no
boost in enrollment which, hopefully, would bring the Center to a break-even point. She
said what the Council has to look at is whether it can continue to maintain the Child
Care center with the losses that are being incurred.  

Councilman Fritzler noted that over the years the City Council has invested a lot to
make the Child Care Center the best it can be, adding that although the subsidy has been
reduced somewhat it still is significant especially in the tight budget.  He said that basic
services still have to be provided but he expects additional cuts to many of the
operations of the City.  He said that unlike when the Eurma Hayes Child Care Center
was opened, today there are many other available child care facilities which have to be
either making money or at least breaking even or they, too, would be closing.
Councilman Fritzler said that despite the support the City has given the Center in the
past five years, it is still unable to make money or break even which makes it difficult
when the Council has to determine which primary services it can provide and support.

Councilman Haynes said that the question he has repeatedly asked the City Council has
finally been answered - whether the Eurma C. Hayes Child Care Center should be
breaking even or making money or whether it should be considered a social service
program - adding that if the question had been answered five years ago the Council
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might not be in the situation in which it finds itself today.  He said when the Council
discusses investment in the community, the investment that is made in the City’s
children through the Eurma C. Hayes Child Care Center will multiply time and time
again.  He said he was making a personal, passionate plea for the Center because he
believes the Council should have set up specific measurable guidelines of what the
Council believed the Center should be - - a profitable entity, a break-even entity or a
social program.  He said he does not believe the City has provided the positive
leadership or put into the Center what has been needed to show that it is truly invested
in the Center and wants it to be successful.  He said he remains supportive of the Child
Care Center because of the history of success of the program and because it is a very
needed part of the community.

Mayor Cole noted that the Council action taken five years ago was to subsidize the rent,
adding that the rent subsidy in FY 2005 was $21,615 and after adding the cost of
renovations to the Center, the total subsidy for FY 2005 was $271,448.  In FY 2006, the
rent subsidy was approved at just under $67,000 and the net loss was $77,000; total
subsidy was $143,000.  In FY  2007, the rent subsidy was $69,000 and net loss was
$100,000; total subsidy was $169,000.  In FY 2008, the rent subsidy was $70,800 and
loss was $121,000; total subsidy was $192,000.  In FY 2009, rent subsidy was $73,000
and loss was $156,000; total subsidy was almost $230,000.  He noted in the five years
since the Council’s plan was implemented, which included renovating the facility,
implementing new management techniques and continuously advertised the Center
through all avenues, the total subsidy is in excess of $1 Million.  

After some additional discussion, C. Wissmann moved, J. Fritzler seconded, that the
Council direct the City Manager to close the Eurma Hayes Child Care Center as of
August 18, 2009, keeping the Head Start program open until that date, and that the City
Manager be directed to seek proposals regarding future alternative uses for the Child
Care Center.  VOTE: Ayes: M. Pohlmann, C. Wissmann, L. Jack, J. Fritzler, C.
McDaniel and B. Cole.  Nays: S. Haynes.  Motion declared carried.  

7. Council Comments

There were no Council comments.

8. Closed Meeting

S. Haynes moved, C. McDaniel seconded, that the City Council hold a closed meeting to
discuss the appointment, employment or performance of a specific employee of the public
body, the purchase or lease of real property for use by the public body and to conduct the
semi-annual review of closed meeting minutes pursuant to 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1), (c)(5) and
(c)(21).  VOTE: Ayes: M. Pohlmann, C. Wissmann, S. Haynes, L. Jack, J. Fritzler,  C.
McDaniel and B. Cole.  Nays: None.  Motion declared carried.  Open session recessed at
9:10 p.m..

J. Fritzler moved, L. Jack seconded, that the Council return to open session. VOTE: Ayes:
M. Pohlmann, C. Wissmann, S. Haynes, L. Jack, C. McDaniel and B. Cole.  Nays: J.
Fritzler.  Motion declared carried.  Open session resumed at 10:12 p.m..

M. Pohlmann moved, C. Wissmann seconded, that the Council (1) approve the minutes of
the closed meetings held on February 3, March 3, April 9 and April 30, 2009; (2) declare
that the need for confidentiality no longer exists for the minutes of February 3 and April 30,
2009, and authorize the public release of those minutes; (3) declare that the need for
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confidentiality still exists for the minutes of closed meetings held on January 3, March 21
and December 19, 1995; April 16, June 18, July 30, August 20, October 29 and December
17, 1996; and January 21, March 4, April 25, May 20 and October 7, 1997; January 20,
February 3,  March 3,  March 17,  July 7,  August 18, September 1, September 15, October
20, November 3, November 17 and December 15, 1998; January 19, February 16, March 2,
May 4,  July 27,  September 7, September 21, and November 2, 1999;  January 4, January
18,  February 1, May 2, June 27, November 7 and November 21, 2000; January 2, January
16, May 1, May 22, July 24, September 18, October 2, November 6, and November 27,
2001; January 8,  February 5, March 5, April 10, April 16, May 21, June 25, July 9, July 15,
July 23, August 13, September 3, October 15, October 29, and November 19, 2002; January
7,  February 18, March 4, March 18, April 30, May 13, June 17, July 8, July 22, August 12,
September 16, October 21, November 4 and December 16, 2003; January 6, February 9,
April 6, June 1 and November 9, 2004; January 11, March 1, March 29, April 13, April 19,
May 3, June 7, June 21, July 5 and December 6, 2005; January 17, February 7, February 21,
April 4, May 16, June 20, July 18, August 15, September 19 and December 19, 2006;
January 16, February 6, March 6, March 20, June 5, June 27, October 16, November 6,
November 20 and December 18, 2007; and February 12, March 31, April 21, May 6, May
12, July 8 and August 5, 2008; and January 13, March 3, and April 9, 2009; and (4) in
accordance with the Illinois Open Meetings Act, authorize the destruction of audiotapes of
the closed meetings held on July 31, August 31, October 16, November 6, November 20 and
December 18, 2007 (meetings which were held more than 18 months ago).  VOTE: Ayes:
M. Pohlmann, S. Haynes, L. Jack, C. McDaniel and B. Cole.  Nays: C. Wissmann and J.
Fritzler.  Motion declared carried.  

There was no additional Council action taken as a result of the Closed Meeting.

9. Adjournment

There being no further business to come before the City Council, the meeting was declared adjourned at 10:13
p.m.. 

___________________________________________
Janet M. Vaught, City Clerk  

Approved by the City Council on:      
___________________________          
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