
Renewing Carbondale’s Downtown Neighborhoods



1927 Craftsman bungalow, 700 W Cherry St

















700 W. Cherry St., 1927 Craftsman bungalow - restored





Frontier Communications fiber optic cable along Hwy 13 East – across from Walmart



Frontier Communications near Family Video on W. Main St.





Antennas located at Highland Communications Service 
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 James Mayer, CEO Mayer Networks

James Mayer, CEO Mayer Networks



 Create an overlay district

 The City of Carbondale could create an “overlay district” along 
the Fiber Optic networks that course near downtown and our near 
in neighborhoods. A change in code for Accessory dwelling unit 
(ADU) zoning would be allowed for homeowners. 

 Special incentives owners who “live over the shop” could be 
instituted. Very high speed internet may lead to ultra-light 
manufacturing such as 3D printing and other digitally-based 
products. 

 Design standards could help reclaim the historic quality of the 
core neighborhoods. 



 Create an historic district

Historic designation - with 
Illinois Historic 
Preservation Agency - for 
property tax relief for 
homeowners (also co-ops 
and condos).



 TIF

Enos Park, Springfield, Illinois



 Recruit investors to convert distressed apartment 
complexes:

St. Germain Square, Carbondale



 Support a vibrant downtown with entertainment, safe 
streets and recreation





Longbranch café and bakery



Arbor District Annual Meeting, Carbondale




