Parking
In
Downtowns

Downtown Carbondale

Meghan Cole
Good Note Taker
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Meeting one

Power lines-burying lines
(or at least to backs of lots)

Landscaping (1%-like in philly....)
more trees, bump outs, etc

Sidewalk cafés -city code needs to
be changed. Must make public/city
council aware!

Opportunities for infill...create
density
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Recreational areas-parks!

Vision: social justice, environmental
sustainability- consider the
environment, etc. (walkable cities)

Creative economy-Richard Florida

Public safety/law enforcement with
drinking ppl by fountain -beat cop

Lots. Parking lots, empty lots... Too
many lots.

Bike hostel ? Skateboarders?

Safer biking/walking paths
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Compatible building heights,
remembering size and scale.

Edibles in landscaping as greens
cape and art that relates...

Branding as a community-Dubuque
example

Bike paths as connections
Retention of talent?

"We all know something but we
don't all know everything" -GS
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Parking-eliminations are good thing?
Parking is a good thing?
Parking parking parking ehhhh!

Sign code? Other code reviews.

Young ppl love living here!lll Except
jason ?

Traffic two ways?- Lancaster
California example. The blvd.

Unique design ideas! Not cookie
cutter...

SIU architecture students/others w
ideas (design center)
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A good read...

Jeff Speck is also a good speaker.

And | take good notes.

Right now, most downtowns have too

w.& I_Hj!l, E I_ E _E ”1[’ much parking, and not enough housing,

HOW DOWHNTOWN
CaANH SAVLE :.HHEH'IL'A.

according to Jeff Speck.

And he’s done his research.

ONE STEP AT 4 TIME
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IF you get housing and development in a
concentrated area (like a downtown),
THEN you grow retail, recreation, and

eventually get better schools, better

., & LS quality of life.

IF you have parking lots, any revenue they
generate should be reinvested in the very
infrastructure, streetscapes, and
landscapes of downtown.







TOO MUCH PARKING?
(Jeff Speck would say so)

HOW BOUT A BETTER PARKING PLAN
(Marie Bukowski would take notes...)

TOO LITTLE PARKING?

(Jeff Speck would say NO, \



TOO MUCH PARKING?

We need to create density (critical mass) in the downtown. This helps people
feel safe, and keeps people walking downtown.

Think of when you are walking in a city, and you get to a dark, wide open lot.
Do you feel safe? No!

“No one wants to walk next to a parking lot. No one wants to walk in open
space. It’sin our DNA. We feel vulnerable, unsafe...we as humans want signs of
life. Parking lots should be hidden, either with buildings, or with landscaping”

— Jeff Speck



TOO MUCH PARKING?

Millennials walk. And bike. As we get more downtown residents, we will have
more and more people walking to businesses and class, and not driving!

It’s why millennials are moving to cities where they CAN walk to places, to work,
to school. The number of young people driving and spending money on things
like transportation is dropping. EVERY. YEAR!

The Huffington Post asked people:
“Would you rather give up your vehicle,
or your smartphone or laptop?”.

Other sources:
http://www.preservationnation.org/
main-street/resources/

http://www.smartgrowthamerica.org/complet
e-streets




TOO LITTLE PARKING?

We live in the mid-west, in a town that has created a driving culture. Our
housing is spread out all over town, not concentrated, and not necessarily near
services, shopping, or schools.

People still drive. And we are an aging population. We still need
parking spaces.



TOO LITTLE PARKING?

AND...business owners will tell you they would prefer to have parking spaces
within walking distance of their front door. People are so used to the
WALMART experience. Park, walk, one-stop shop, and go. Even though they
are walking City blocks, they FEEL like they are saving time.

We are the place where Southern lllinois entertains. People can’t walk from
Benton...or Marion...or Anna. As we grow our businesses, have more

employees and also more visitors taking up spaces, fewer and fewer will be
available.



HOW BOUT A BETTER PARKING PLAN

(Marie Bukowski would take notes...)

I’m not an Expert. I’'m a note-taker. But | see both sides of
this issue...

Do we need more or less parking?
Or just a better plan...




Thank You!

Meghan Cole
Executive Director
Carbondale Main Street
info@carbondalemainstreet.com




