
          Carbondale Human Relations Commission  
                   Minutes – October 3, 2011 
                    Carbondale Civic Center ~ 6:30 p.m. 
 
 

 
Commissioners Present: Jessica Bradshaw, Jeraldine Brown, Pat Keenan, Sidney Logwood, 

Sarah Miranti, Hugh Muldoon, Sherry Ratcliffe, Candle Wester-Mittan  
  
Commissioners Excused: Daphne Grigsby  
 
Commissioners Absent:  Julian Ross  
 
Study Circle Staff Present: Sarah Heyer    
 
Guests Present: Todd Sigler, Director of SIUC Department of Public Safety, Sergeant Mark 
Stearns, Carbondale Police Department.  
 
Staff Present:  Deborah McCoy (Excused) 
 
 
Call to Order 
 
The meeting was called to order by the Chair, Hugh Muldoon, at 6:30 p.m., and introduction of 
attendees was made.      
 
Minutes 
 
Commissioner Muldoon called for approval of the minutes of the September 12, 2011 meeting.  
Motion was seconded by Commissioner Brown to approve the minutes with typographical error 
corrections. Motion carried.  
 
Announcements 
 
None 
  
Review of Eleven Days for Peace Event 
 
The brochure was put together and printed by Carbondale Main Street at virtually no cost.  Two  
evaluation review meetings were held to assess the event. The first was at Gaia House and the 
second was held September 26th.  Minutes from those meetings are not available, but progress 
was made with the evaluation and moving forward.  The goal was to bring together groups from 
the community and that was accomplished.  An ad was placed in the Carbondale Times thanking   
a number of the groups that were involved.  The Carbondale Public Library was a very active 
participant in the Eleven Days for Peace Event and will continue an activity that was developed 
for the event.  The Carbondale Times featured an article which provided a very good summary of 
the event.  An event, facilitated by Tod Kington which introduced nonviolent communication, 
was held at Hopewell Missionary Baptist Church.  The Human Relations Commission would 
like to expand on that meeting and try to encourage other churches to get involved.  
Commissioner Brown asked for clarification regarding the inclusion and involvement of  
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school-aged youth.  Chair Muldoon commented that the approach is to involve all ages, 
community, family-members and everyone.  The people of Carbondale will ultimately determine 
the value of the project and how it can help the community and for that to happen, more people 
must get involved. 
 
The Annual Martin Luther King Commemoration will be held on Sunday, January 15, 2012 at 
the Civic Center.  The event is coordinated by Rock Hill Missionary Baptist Church (Sidney 
Logwood, Pastor) and the Unitarian Fellowship Church (Bill Sasso).  They are looking for new 
energy and creativity to keep the event going.  The Human Relations Commission might be able 
to take advantage of the opportunity to step up and help with the event. Carolin Harvey is the 
contact person. Involvement in this kind of event would still be in line with the Human Relations 
Commission’s Nonviolent Communication project. 
 
A Panel on Compassion, organized by Bill Sasso and scheduled as one of the Eleven Days of 
Peace events, was excellent even though the event was not well attended.  The prospect here is 
that there is a process for making communities designated compassionate cities.  The way to 
become a compassionate city is to have a plan that gets groups involved in supporting the ideas 
that are part of the Charter for Compassion. Most of the events of the Eleven Days of Peace are 
in keeping with developing a Compassionate City.  The Interfaith Council is considering 
supporting the initiative.  Karen Armstrong, who developed the Charter for Compassion, is the 
author of a book titled, Twelve Steps to a Compassionate Life.  The book addresses how the 
movement toward compassion can be manifested in the daily lives and interpersonal relations of 
individuals.  Chair Muldoon stated that if this community is in agreement with a plan to become 
a compassionate city, the twelve steps outlined by Karen Armstrong would provide a guide for 
book clubs, reading groups and individuals who want to participate.  Following such a plan has 
the potential to have a strong impact on the community if people get involved.  The Carbondale 
Public Library has expressed an interest in becoming an active partner in developing a 
Compassionate City. 
 
The Human Relations Commission will present ideas at the next meeting and take the month of 
November to review with discussion and action to take place at the following meeting.          
 
Public Comments 
None 
 
Study Circles Report 
 
Coordinator Heyer provided a little history behind the development of the Aquatic Center group 
which grew from a study circles panel.  The group has been working diligently and it appears 
that their hard work will be rewarded as they, along with the Park District, have secured a grant 
from the state to build outdoor pool facilities. 
 
Housing & Neighborhood 
 
The League of Women Voters conducted a study on the water rates and made a presentation to  
the Council.  The group indicated that they would support an increase in water rates in order that 
infrastructure and other repairs and replacements can be made in hopes that the City of  
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Carbondale will be able to maintain ownership of its water and water operations.   
 
Map Your Neighborhood continues with its plans to educate Carbondale citizens on the 
importance of emergency preparedness.  Neighboring communities have expressed an interest 
and Dr. Mary Pohlmann has been making presentations in Williamson County and Paducah, KY.    
She continues to be very active with the group and is very instrumental in making things happen. 
 
A public meeting will be held, in conjunction with the Planning Committee Meeting, on October 
19, 2011, to gather citizen feedback on the City of Carbondale’s Comprehensive Plan and the 
Building Diagnosis Report (addresses the reorganization of ordinances relating to zoning).   
 
Coordinator Heyer reported that the City might be interested in researching the Community Land 
Trusts program where a not-for-profit group buys a property and rehabs the house and then sells 
the house (but not the land) to lower-income people as a way to maintain neighborhoods.   
 
Continuing the Dialogue/Education 
 
Coordinated Heyer reported that from the Community and Police Working Together study 
circles, two groups evolved:  Continuing the Dialogue and the Education Group.  Either of or 
both of those groups could take off at any time. 
 
 
Race Relations 
 
The groups evolving from the Race Relations study circles were active for less than a year and 
will not likely continue.  
 
Non-Violent Communication Progress Report 
 
Chair Muldoon indicated that no feedback from the public had been received regarding the 
nature of the Human Relations Commission. 
 
 
Other Reports 
 
None 
 
 
Next Meeting - Monday, November 7, 2011, Civic Center, 6:30 p.m. 
 Featured speaker:  Chris Mullins. 
 
 
Adjournment - There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 
 
 
___________________________________________________ 
Recorded by Commissioner Miranti  




