
          Carbondale Human Relations Commission  
                              Minutes – November 5, 2012 
                         Carbondale Civic Center ~ 6:30 p.m. 
 
 

Commissioners Present: Jessica Bradshaw, Jerrold Hennrich, Sidney Logwood, Sherry 
Ratcliffe Taylor, Blaine Tisdale, Dora Weaver   

  
Commissioners Excused:  Jeraldine Brown 
 
Commissioners Absent: 
 
Study Circle Staff Present:  Sarah Heyer       
 
Guests Present:    Shelby Addis, Theresa Di-Mauro, Elius Reed, Diana Sussman 
 
Staff Present:  Deborah McCoy, Mark Stearns  
 
 
Call to Order 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Vice Chair Jessica Bradshaw.         
 
Minutes 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Hennrich and seconded by Commissioner Taylor to approve 
the minutes from the October 1, 2012, meeting with the following corrections: Elissa Johnson 
and Illinois.  Motion carried.     
 
Announcements 
 
Every Friday – Rice & Spice Dinner – Gaia House, $5.00 for non-members, 6:00 p.m.  The 
 dinner scheduled for Friday, November 9 will be a celebration and an appreciation of  
 volunteers and farmers. 
 
Monday, November 5, 2012 - Joy Harjo, Native American poet - SIUC Morris Library, 
 8:00 p.m. 
 
Friday,  November 16, 2012 – NAACP Splash event at Blue Sky Winery, 6:00 or 7:00 p.m. 
 
Saturday, December 1, 2012 - Winter Farmers’ Market – Thomas School, 1025 N. Wall Street, 
 9:00 am – 1:00 pm.  The market will be open on Saturdays, 9a-1p    
 
Public Comments  
 
Mr. Reed raised concern about the house party held on August 26, 2012, where an African 
American female was arrested.  Commissioner Logwood commented that he (as the President of 
the NAACP), Father Joseph Brown, Chief O’Guinn, and Mayor Fritzler had met to discuss the  
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incidents surrounding the party.  Commissioner Logwood stated that he accepted what was 
presented at the meeting.  The police report obtained by Mr. Reed contradicts what was 
presented at the meeting.  The Black Alumni Group (BAG) feels the issue warrants more 
attention, along  
with other concerns that might have an impact on African American students attending SIUC.  
Mr. Reed suggested that there be an opportunity to continue the dialogue.  Motion was made by 
Commissioner Tisdale and seconded by Commissioner Weaver to extend an invitation to 
students, university officials, city officials, law enforcement, and any interested citizens to attend 
the December 3, 2012, HRC meeting to further discuss concerns in an effort to resolve some of 
the issues.  Motion carried.  Commissioner Tisdale will draft the press release and Ms. Sussman 
suggested identifying a facilitator.  Vice Chair Bradshaw will work on the invitation letter.   
 
Study Circles Report 
 
Neighborhood Action Group – Coordinator Heyer reported the group discussed zoning and 
concerns of residents living close to the proposed Liberty Village complex.  The next meeting 
will be held on Wednesday, November 7, 2012, 5:00 p.m., Civic Center.  They group continues 
to work on MAP Your Neighborhood.      
                                     
Non-Violent Carbondale Project Progress Report 
 
Ms. Sussman reported that plans for the 11 Days for Food Justice continue to move forward with 
specific dates for end of February or the beginning of March to be identified soon.  The next 
meeting is Thursday, November 15, 2012.     
 
Old Business  
 
Carbondale as a Compassionate City – The Resolution will be considered at Council Meeting on 
November 13, 2012.  Vice Chair Bradshaw and Ms. Sussman will make a presentation at 
Council Meeting and show a brief video.  Co-Chair Bradshaw encouraged Commissioners to 
visit the website and affirm the Charter. 
 
Law Enforcement Reports – Commissioner Hennrich presented an update of the letter to law 
enforcement.  Motion was made by Commissioner Tisdale and seconded by Commissioner 
Taylor to approve the letter.  Motion carried. 
 
Commissioner Tisdale presented his findings on other Human Relations Commissions and their 
responsibilities and charges.  Commissioners were asked to provide feedback at the December 3, 
2012, meeting. 
 
New Business 
 
Secretary McCoy commented that Commissioners are required to complete the Open Meetings 
Act training which is available on the Attorney General’s (Lisa Madigan) website.  A certificate 
will be issued for successful completion and a copy should be submitted to the City Clerk’s 
Office for the City’s files.  Commissioners are asked to complete the training before the end of 
the year. 
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HRC Chair 
 
Vice Chair Bradshaw announced that she agreed to accept the Chair position for HRC and will 
be confirmed at Council Meeting on November 13.  Motion was made by Commissioner Tisdale 
and seconded by Commissioner Weaver for Commissioner Hennrich to serve as Vice-Chair.  
Motion carried. 
 
Next Meeting:  December 3, 2013     
 
Adjournment - There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________ 
Recorded by Deborah McCoy  
 
 
 
 
 


