
Carbondale Human Relations Commission 
Minutes – March 5, 2012 

Carbondale Civic Center ~ 6:30 p.m. 
 
 

 
Commissioners Present: Jessica Bradshaw, Jeraldine Brown, Joe Hassert, Patricia Keenan,  

Hugh Muldoon, Sherry Ratcliffe  
  
Commissioners Excused:  Candle Wester-Mittan 
 
Commissioners Absent:  Sidney Logwood  
 
Study Circle Staff Present:  Sarah Heyer     
 
Guests Present: Sue Barson, Michael Batinski, Bob Flannery, Mayor Fritzler, Lee Hartman,  
Shane Hassler, Joyce Hayes, Kathy Hytten, Zainul Ibedin, Sonja Ingebritsen, Megan Jones, Sara 
Kendrick, Jessica Langbehn, Elizabeth Lewin, Malaikah Love, Pat Mayberry, Sandra McKinley, 
Ezra Miller, Faith Miller, Ida Miller, Lynette Miller, Nancy Miller, Councilman Monty, 
Margaret Nesbitt, Tami Nguyen, Maurine Pyle, Elius Reed, Jordan Ross, Rodney Smith, Dianna 
Sussman, Henrietta Thomas, Sam Thomas, Wayne Warren  
 
Staff Present:  City Manager Kevin Baity, Deborah McCoy, Lt. Mark Goddard  
 
 
Call to Order 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chair Muldoon who welcomed all attendees and 
introduced Sam Thomas, a new Commissioner to be confirmed at the March 6, 2012, Council 
Meeting.       
 
Minutes 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Bradshaw and seconded by Commissioner Keenan to 
approve the minutes of the February 6, 2012 meeting.  Motion carried.      
 
Announcements 
 
Saturday, March 10, 2012 – Occupy Carbondale’s Media & Tech Committee will be conducting 
 a free workshop at Gaia House on installing the Linux System. 
 
Wednesday, March 28, 2012 – HRC & Women’s Center – Bystander Training Session – 
 Topic:  Sexism, Carbondale Civic Center, 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
 
Thursday, April 12, 2012 – Expressions of Faith Fundraiser, Comprehensive Community 
 Center, 5 p.m. 
 
Sunday, April 22, 2012 – Aids Memorial Candlelight Vigil - Church of the Good Shepherd, 
  6:30 p.m. 
 
HRC Minutes - Page 2 



March 5, 2012 
 
Public Comments 
 
Father Flannery spoke about the vandalism of St. Xavier Church, which occurred on or about 
Ash Wednesday, and why it might be considered a hate crime in terms of targeting churches. 
 
Study Circles Report 
 
Coordinator Heyer commented that the Housing & Neighborhood Group will meet Wednesday, 
March 7, 2012, in Room 116 of the Civic Center.  The group has been meeting for eight years 
discussing and addressing neighborhood and community issues. 
 
Non-Violent Carbondale Project Progress Report 
 
Chair Muldoon reported that “11 Days for Compassion,” begins on May 1.  The group meets 
monthly on the third Thursday.  The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 15 at the 
Civic Center.  Dianna Brawley Sussman shared a brochure on the Charter for Compassion and 
encouraged those who wanted more information and resources to check the website at 
www.charterforcompassion.org.  The Carbondale Public Library, in partnership with the 
Carbondale Human Relations Commission and Nonviolent Carbondale, was awarded a grant 
from the American Library Association and the Fetzer Institute to provide funding for the “11 
Days of Compassion.”  
 
 Other Reports 
 
None 
 
Presentation:  Dr. Kathy Hytten, SIUC Professor in Educational Administration and Higher 
Education, was introduced by Dr. Elizabeth Lewin, member of the Gamma Kappa Omega 
Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated.  Following a 30-minute viewing of The 
Color of Fear, Dr. Hytten facilitated a discussion around the following themes:  What it means to 
be privileged/white, How to begin to dialogue about race and to unlearn racism, The 
responsibilities individuals have in dealing with racism, and The need to get anger and hurt out 
to start the healing. The Color of Fear featured eight men – a Chinese American, two White 
Americans, two African Americans, a Japanese American, a Mexican/Irish American and a 
Mexican American – engaged in a dialog about the state of race relations in America as seen 
through their eyes.  The voices of the men in the Color of Fear and the voices of those attending 
the HRC meeting were powerful and offered thought-provoking comments and ideas.  One thing 
is clear – continued discussion is needed. 
 
Next Meeting:  April 2, 2012    
 
 
Adjournment - There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
___________________________________________________ 
Recorded by Deborah McCoy  
 
 


