
          Carbondale Human Relations Commission  
                              Minutes – December 3, 2012 
                         Carbondale Civic Center ~ 6:30 p.m. 
 
 
Commissioners Present: Jessica Bradshaw, Jeraldine Brown, Joseph Brown, Jerrold 

Hennrich, Sidney Logwood, Sherry Ratcliffe Taylor, Blaine Tisdale, Dora Weaver   
  
Commissioners Excused:   
 
Commissioners Absent: 
 
Study Circle Staff Present:  Sarah Heyer       
 
Guests Present:  Tanzania Adams (Student), Tai Cox (Daily Egyptian), Laryncia Dates (Student), Lauren Duncan 
(Daily Egyptian), Carl Flowers (Resident), Linda Flowers (Resdient), Lt. Mark Goddard (Carbondale Police 
Department), Dion Hall (Student), Caleb Hale (Southern Illinoisan), Carolin Harvey (Resident), Pepper Holder 
(Resident),  Tony Holsey (Resident), Alfred Jackson (Resident), Robin Johnson (Resident), Kwalee Kemp 
(Student), Ella Lacey (Resident), Demetrios Layne (Student), Asia Lee (Student), Sandra Litecky (Resident), 
Kenneth Lynon (Business Owner), Kiera Mallett (Student), Faith Miller (Resident), Elius Reed (NAACP), Lt. Stan 
Reno (Carbondale Police Department), Nicholas Simpson (Student), Teresa Smith (Resident), Allanté Stubberfield 
(Student), Antwion Terry (Student), Chad Trisler (SIU Student Rights & Responsibilities), Lt. Harold Tucker 
(SIUC Dept. of Public Safety), Laron Washington (Business Owner)  
 
Staff Present:  City Manager Kevin Baity, Councilman Lee Fronabarger, Staff Liaison Deborah McCoy  
 
 
Call to Order 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chair Bradshaw and turned over to Mary Rudasill and Missy 
Greathouse of the Dispute Resolution Institute.  Ms. Rudasill and Ms. Greathouse opened the dialogue regarding the 
2012 fall semester house parties.  Questions were asked regarding the August 26, 2012 party including arrests and 
charges, number of people attending the party, level of force used to disperse the crowd, e.g. mace/pepper spray, the 
nonexistence of a complaint about the party, observation of the police of the party and its attendees, usual 
procedures for addressing these issues when there is no complaint or when there is a complaint for noise, and the 
photo that appeared in the Daily Egyptian the next morning.  Comments were made regarding the lack of 
events/activities for African American students, the lack of locations to hold those events/activities, the required 
security and costs associated with African American events held on campus.  Concerns were raised regarding 
inconsistencies in statements from the Carbondale Police Department about the party versus the police report, 
policing of predominately black parties as opposed to parties given by non-blacks, and the lack of an inviting and 
welcoming Carbondale and SIU community.  Suggestions were made that information governing parties and 
capacities, etc., be made available and thought be given to what can be done to make this a more inviting 
community and campus. 
.                 
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Minutes 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Logwood and seconded by Commissioner Tisdale. 
Motion carried. 
   
Announcements 
 
None 
 
Public Comments  
 
None 
 



Study Circles Report 
 
Neighborhood Action Group – Meeting Wednesday, December 5, 2012, 5:00 p.m. Topic will be TIF Districts.  City 
Council will host a hearing about the TIF Districts at their meeting on December 11, 2012. 
                                   
Non-Violent Carbondale Project Progress Report 
 
Chair Bradshaw announced the group moving ahead with 11 Days of Food Justice, Feb 21 through March 2.  
Contacting organizations to sponsor events.  Posted on Carbondale NonViolent Web site.  Next meeting December 
10, 2012, at 5:00 p.m. at Civic Center. 
 
Old Business  
 
Carbondale as a Compassionate City – No update. 
 
Law Enforcement Reports – Commissioner Tisdale reported the letter has been sent to the Carbondale Police Chief 
requesting a formal report. 
 
HRC Responsibilities, Role, Charges – Commissioner Tisdale commented that he is awaiting feedback on the 
research regarding subpoena power that he presented at the November meeting.  Commissioner Tisdale will e-mail 
the research to Commissioners which will be discussed at the next meeting.  
 
New Business 
 
Commissioner Taylor summarized the main points presented during the dialogue: racial profiling, accuracy of 
police departments, lack of places for black students to party, and students do not feel welcome.  She stated that 
perception is reality and from that a negative brand/image is being created for Carbondale.  She suggested that the 
Commission recognize the issues and develop specific suggestions to submit to City leaders.  Commissioner Joseph 
Brown commented that26% of the SIUC student population is minority, 24% of the minorities are African 
American, and 37% of the freshmen class is African American.  Commissioners discussed equal access to places in 
the community and monetary motives.  Mr. Washington, a local business  
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owner, commented that Carbondale does not feel like an inclusive community.   He cited various events and 
programs, such as Main Street’s Brown Bag event, that cater to one audience.  Commissioners agreed to revisit the 
issues raised during the dialogue at the next meeting, follow-up with students, and identify some suggestions to be 
submitted to City leaders.  
 
Next Meeting:  January 7, 2013     
 
Adjournment - There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________ 
Recorded by Deborah McCoy  
 
 
 
 
 


